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Summary

Creator:  Young, Phillip J.

Title:  Scrapbooks of Tallulah Bankhead and other actors

Date:  1921-1968

Size:  4.3 linear feet (17 boxes)

Source:  Donated by Philip J. Young, 2013

Abstract:  Phillip J. Young (born 1919) was a lifelong fan of Tallulah Bankhead (1902-1968), the film
and stage actor. The collection, dated 1921 to 1968, consists of scrapbooks created by Young
dedicated to the career of Bankhead. Two of the scrapbooks focus on other actors. The collection holds
correspondence, newspaper clippings, and theater programs.

Conditions Governing Access:  

Library policy of photography and photocopying will apply.

Conditions Governing Use:  The author/creator retains copyright of materials. For information on
obtaining permission to publish, contact the Theatre Division at theatre@nypl.org

Preferred citation:  Scrapbooks of Tallulah Bankhead and other actors, *T-Mss 2014-104. Billy Rose
Theatre Division, The New York Public Library

Processing note:  Compiled by Valerie Wingfield, 2014 For preservation purposes, most of the
scrapbooks were disassembled.

Creator History

Phillip J. Young (born 1919) was a lifelong fan of Tallulah Bankhead (1902-1968), the film and stage
actor. Young would attend her movies and theater productions. The advent of World War II did not
interrupt his devotion to Bankhead. In 1942, while stationed in South Carolina, Young managed to
secure tickets to attend the opening performance of The Skin of Our Teeth on Broadway (letters
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September 28th and 30th, 1942, located in scrapbook 1942). Bankhead knew of Young and
occasionally sent him autographed photographs. Young, to a much lesser extent, documented the
careers of actors Helen Hays, Dorothy McGuire and Katherine Hepburn.

Scope and Content Note

The scrapbooks, dated 1921 to 1968, mostly document the career of Tallulah Bankhead (1902-1968).
Young documented her career with newspaper clippings, photographs, and theater programs.

Most of the sixteen scrapbooks span several years. Some focus on a particular movie or play. Young
ended his compilation of the scrapbooks after Bankhead's death in 1968. Two of the scrapbooks were
devoted to the careers of Dorothy McGuire, Helen Hays, Katherine Hepburn, and other actors.

Arrangement:  The collection arrangement follows: Tallulah Bankhead Scrapbooks; Scrapbooks of
Other Actors

Key Terms

Occupations
Actors (performing artists)

Genre/Physical Characteristic
Clippings (information artifacts)
Correspondence
Photographs
Scrapbooks
Theater programs

Names
Bankhead, Tallulah, 1902-1968
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Container List

Tallulah Bankhead Scrapbooks
b. 1 f. 1-7 1921-1939
b. 2 f. 1-7 1939-1942
b. 3 f. 1-4 1941
b. 4 f. 1-8 1941-1942
b. 5 f. 1-8 1942

This scrapbook holds Young's letters for tickets to the production The Skin of Our Teeth.

b. 6 f. 1-6 1943
b. 7 f. 1-3 1943-1950
b. 8 f. 1-8 1944

Scrapbooks 8 and 9 are dedicated to the production of Lifeboat.

b. 9 f. 1-6 1944-1946
b. 10 1947
b. 11 1954-1957
b. 12 1956-1957
b. 13 1958-1967
b. 14 1962-1968

Scrapbooks of Other Actors
b. 15 1940s

Boxes 15 and 16 represent the same scrapbook.

b. 16 1940s
b. 17 f. 1-5 1940s
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