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INTRODUCTION 

The Booth-Barrett Letters were purchased at auction by The Billy 
Rose Theatre Collection. They were formerly in the collection of 
Franklyn Lenthall, former curator of the Boothbay Theatre Museum. 

BIOGRAPHY 

Edwin Booth, American actor-manager, made his theatre debut in 
1849 at the Boston Museum. After touring in the West and elsewhere, 
he made his first major New York appearance at Burton's Theatre in 
May 1857. Booth was involved in the management of several theatres, 
most notably the Winter Garden and his own Booth's Theatre. After 
1873 he abandoned management and spent the rest of his career 
touring. His last performance was as Hamlet at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music in 1891. He established The Players in 1888. Mr. 
Booth died 7 June 1893. 

Lawrence Barrett, American actor-manager, made his theatre debut 
in Detroit in 1853 and his first important New York appearances in 
1857 as a member of the Metropolitan Theatre Company. He was often 
associated professionally with Edwin Booth throughout his career. 
Mr. Barrett and Mr. Booth maintained a close friendship until Mr. 
Barrett's death in 1891. 



SCOPE AND CONTENT 

The material consists of five letters from Mr. Booth to Mr. Barrett which 
discuss social engagernents~cornrnon friends, and professional matters. 

LETTERS 

Letter Date 

1 n.d. 1885? 

2 July 14, 1885 

3 August 2, 1885 

4 August 18, 1885 

5 August 24, 1885 


