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Intreduction

The Bronson Howard FPapers were given to the Wilton Library,
Wilton, CT in 1979. The collection, unprocessed, was turned over
to The Billy Rose Theatre Collection in 198S%. The material was
in good physical condition but in no chvious order. It has keen
separated intoc two general categories, family and non-family
papers. The family papers are arranged alphabetically. The
general papers are arranged alphaketically for frequent
correspondents and chreonolegically for all others.

Biography

Bronson Howard, the "dean of American dramatists," was born
7 Cctober 1842 in Detroit, Michigan. His father was a prominent
business man who was elected mayor of Detroit in 1849. 1In 1858
Bronson Heoward was sent to boarding school in Connecticut
preparateory to entering vale University. He experienced
problems with his eyvesight, however, and gave up plans tc attend
university.

At about the same time, Mr. Howard's mother died, and his
father suffered financial reverses. Mr. Howard returned to the
Midwest where he entered the business world under the tutelage of
his brother-in-law, William Waterman. He seems not to have
prospered and turned to journalism, writing a column for the
Detroit Free Press.

While working as a journalist, Mr. Howard wrote his first
play, FANTINE, which was produced in Detroit in 1864. 1In 1865 he
moved to New York where he continued to suppert himself as a
journalist while writing plays. His first success came in 1870
when Augustin Daly, manager of the Fifth Avenue Theatre, produced
his SARATOGA. DIAMONDS (1872), MOORCRCFT (1874), LILIAN'S LAST
LOVE (1877), which was revised in 1878 under the name THE
BANKER'S DAUGHTER, OLD LCVE LETTERS (1878), HURRICANES (1878),
WIVES (187%9), FUN IN A GREEN-RCOM (1882), YOUNG MRS. WINTHROP
(1882), ONE OF OUR GIRLS (1995), MET BY CHANCE (1887), THE
HENRIETTA (1887) and BARON RUDOLPH (1887) followed. In 1889
Charles Frohman produced Mr. Howard's SHENANDCAH which
established his reputation as a plavwright and brought him
financial independence. His final produced plays were
ARISTOCRACY (1892) and PETER STUYVESANT (1899).

In 1880 Mr. Howard married Alice Wyndham, sister of the
English actor and manager Sir Charles Wyndham. After his sister,
Ella, died in 1892, Mr. Howard acted as guardian to her children.




Mr. Howard 1s known e&s the first American playwright to
suppert himself by his wcrk. He was alsc instrumental in
bringing works by 2Zmerican autnors to the stage not only in the
United States but also in England. He founded and was president
of the American Dramatists Club through which he successfully
lobbied congress for copyright protection for American
playwrights.

Bronson Howard died at Avon-by-the-Sea, New Jersey on 4
August 1908,
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Scope and Content
The Bronson Howard Papers are arranged in four series:
I. Family Correspondence, 1852 - 1883 (1 linear foot)
IT. General Cecrrespondence

Subseries 1. Chronclogical Files, 18537 - 1895 (1
linear foot)

Subseries 2. Alphabetical Files, 1860 - 18%3 (1
linear foot)

I1TI. General Papers, 1858 - 1893 (.25 linear feet)
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The papers consist primarily of correspendence but also
include financial records and legal documents and one annotated
script. Bronscon Howard correspcnded with a wide circle of family
members, friends, and professional associates. The family
correspondence documents Mr. Howard's personal life as well as
family business and social activities. Correspondence with
theatre associates, including actcors, managers and writers give
information about Mr. Howard's activities and about theater
during the period. A number of letters, particularly from family
members and school friends (see esp. Box 28,639, Folder 3, Bacon,
Edward W.) discuss the Civil War.
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N.Co BRONSON HOWARD PAPERS
Folder List
BoX Folder Title Date

gseries I. Family Correspondence, 18352-1893

28,635 1 Howard, Alice n.d.
2 Howard, Alice 1885-1893
3 f Howard, Charles and Margaret n.d.
4 Howard, Charles and Margaret 1852-1859
5 Howard, Charles 1861-186¢6
6 Howard, Charles 1872-1879
7 Howard, Charles 1880-1883
8 Howard, Charles - Estate 1885-1886
9 Howard, Orin 1877-1883
10 Howard, William and Albert 1865-1893
11 Miscellaneous Family 1862-1893
12 Waterman Family n.d.
13 Waterman Family 1858-1863
14 Waterman Family 1864
28,636 1 Waterman Family 1865
2 Waterman Family 1866-1871
3 waterman Family 1872-1873
4 Waterman Family 1874
5 _ Waterman Family 1875-1876
6 Waterman Family 1877-1878
7 Waterman Family 1879

8 Waterman Family 1879




——

Fclder

Title

Waterman Family
Waterman Family
Waterman Family
wWaterman Family
Waterman Family

Waterman, Joshua

BRONSCN HOWARD FAPERS

Folder List

Waterman, W. J. - Estate

Series II. General Correspondence

Subseries 1. Chronological files,

28,637

1

2

10
11
12
13
14

15

Unidentified material
Correspondence
Correspendence
Correspondence
Correspondence
Correspondence
Correspondence
Correspondence
Correspondence
Correspondence
Correspondence
Correspondence
Correspondence
Correspondence

Corresponder. e

1857 - 1895

Date

1880-1882
1883
1884

1885-1891

1892~-1893

1874-18891

n.d.
n.d.
1857-1862
1863
1864-1865
1866
1867-18692
1870-1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877

1878




ERONSON HOWARD PAPERS
Folder List

Box Folder Title Date
16 Correspondence 1879
28,638 i Correspcndence 1880
2 Correspondence 1881
3 Correspondence 1882
4 Correspondence 1883
5 Correspondernce 1384
6 Correspondence 1885
7 Correspondence 1886
8 Correspondence 1887
9 Correspondence 1888
19 Correspondence 1889
il Correspondence 1890
12 Correspondence 1891
13 Correspondence 1892
14 Correspondence 1893-1896

Subseries 2. Alphabetic Files, 1860-1893

28,639 1 Albaugh, John W. 1864-1875
2 Albery, James 1885-1884
3 Bacon, Edward W. 1860-1866
4 Chipman, M.H. 1865-1867
5 Dittenhoefer, a.J. 1882-1887
& Dauvray, Helen 1885-1889
7 Fawcett, Edgar 1880-1891




BRONSCN EOWARD PAPERS
Folder IList

Box Felder Title Date
8 Field, Kate 1875-1889
9 Field, R.M. 1872-1879
10 Frohmah, Charles 1887-1893
11 Frohman, Daniel 1889
12 Hayman, Al 1893
13 Hennequin, Alfred 1886-1892
14 Hoddinott & Davis 1886
15 Hotham, E.S. 1861-1889
16 Hoxsey Family 1872-1876
17 Isham, James 1861-1873
18 Keena & Lightner 1892-1893
19 Knight, Gecrge S. 1883-1893
20 Lloyd, David D. 1879-1885
21 Marston, R. Westland 1875-1887
22 Matthews, J.B. 1883-1888
23 McVicker, J.H. 1872-1888
24 Palmer, A.M. 1874-1892
25 Phillips & Dyer 1886-1889
26 Quinby, William E. 1876-1888
27 Rebson and Crane 1886-18901
28 Runkle, L.G. 1875-1886
28,640 1 Samuel French and Son 1874-1878
2 Samuel French and Son 1879
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Mo, BRONSON HOWARD PAPERS
Fclder List
Box Folder Title Date
3 Samuel French and Son 1880-1884
4 Samuel French and Son 1835-1888
5 Samuel French and Scn 1889-1893
6 *yndham, Sir Charles 1871-1879
7 Young, Sir Charles 1876-1884
Series III. General Papers, 1858 - 1893
8 Autcgraph List n.d.
9 Check Stubs 1886-1892
10 Clubs, etc. 1874-1891
11 Collegiate and Commercia’ Institute 1858-18640
12 Creative Material n.d,
13 Family Notes 1860
14 Letters cof Intrcducticn A-N 1875
15 Letters of Introduction 2-2 1875
28,641 1 Persona. Business 1880-1893
2 Recelpts 1865-1889
3 Receipts 1890-1853
4 THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL -~ Script n.d.
5 . Stock Receipt 1889
Series IV Oversized Material, 1861 - 1882
28,642 1 Correspondence, etc. 1861-1892
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Title

Family Records
Housing Repailrs
Law Suits

Samuel French and Son

BRONSCON HOWARD PAPERS
Folder List

Date

1881-1892
1884-1892
1882-1887

1874

—




BRONSCN HCWARD PAPERS
Autographs

Name Date Reading Copy In

Originals removed from the collection for security and
preservation. The reader may use the reading copy which is filed

in the collection. Originals are in the Cage File (Howard,
Bronscn).

The Plavers 1892 28,640 #10
Savage Club 1891 I 28,640 410

1o




Name

Abbey, Henry Eugene, 1846-186%5
Apbey, Henry Eugene, 1846-193%
Abbey, Henry Eugene, 184¢-1856
Albaugh, John W. Sr. 1837-19C9
Albrey, James, 1838-1889

Allen, Viola, 1869-1949

Archer, William, 1836-1924

Archer, william, 1856-1924

Archer, William, 1856-1924
Bancroft, Sir Squire B., 1841-1926

Bancroft, Sir Squire B., 1841-1926
Barnard, Charles, 1838-1920
Barnard, Charles, 1838-1920
Barnard, Charles, 1838-1920
Barnard, Charles, 1838-1920

Barrett, Wilson, 1846-1904

Bateg, William Oscar, 1852-1924
Bell, Hillary, 1857-1903
Broughtcn, Frederick W., 1851-1894
Bruce, Edgar, 1845-1901

Burgess, Fred, d. 1893

Byren, Oliver Doud, 1842-1920
Campbell, Bartley, 1B843-1888
Campbell, Bartley, 1843-1883
Campbell, Bartlev, 1843-1888

Campbell, Bartley, 1843-1888
Cecil, Arthur, 1843-1396
Ceclil, Arthur, 1843-18%¢6
Cecil, Arthur, 1843-1896

Celli, Frank H. d. 1904

Chatterton, Frederick Balsir, 1834-1686
Clark, Frederick, 4. 1516

Clavton, John, 1845-1388

Clayten, John, 1843-1888

Collette, Charles H., 1843-1924
Collette, Charles H., 1843-1924
Conried, Heinrich, 1855-1909
Conried, Heinrich, 1855%-1909
Crane, William Henry, 1845-1928

Croke, Wentworth, 1871-1930
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BRONSON HOWARD PAPERS

Name Index
Lecation

28,638
28,637
28,637
28,639
28,639

28,637
28,638
28,638
28,638
28,638

28,637
28,638
28,638
28,638
28,638

28,640
28,637
28,638
28,638
28,637

28,637
28,637
28,637
28,638
28,638

28,638
28,638
28,638
28,638

28,640
28,638
28,638
28,638
28,638

28,640
28,638
28,638
28,638
28,639

28,638

41 5/26/81
#15 5/9/78
#le 1/10/79
Bl 1864-1875
#2 1865-1884

#2 n.d.

#12 3/30/91
#12 4/2/91

#1 11/23/80
$6 5/26/85

412 3/10/75
412 11/30/91
§13 2/16/92
$13 6/18/92
48 9/27/87

#10 5/18/91
#2 n.d,.

#13 11/20/92
#1 3/23/80
#12 5/75

#2 n.d.

§15 8/3/78
#14 11/7/77
#4 10/31/83
%2 4/28/82

$#4 11/8/83
#6 1/29/85
#5 12/1/84
#5 6/28/84

$10 6/18/91
#6 2/20/85
$15 1/24/78
45 11/16/84
45 G/6/84

#10 6/18/91
#13 3/31/92
10 11/29/89
¥10 11/2/89
427 1886-1891

12 9/27/91



Name

Croke, Wentwerth, 1871-193(
Daly, Augustin, 1838-1899
Daly, Augustin, 1838-1899
Daly, augustin, 1838-1899
Darce, Arthur, 4. 1895

Dauvray, Helen, b.18E8 i
Davenport, Ira, 1839%-1911
Dietz, Linda, 4. 1920
Dietz, Linda, d. 1920
Dietz, Linda, 4. 1920

Dietz, Linda, 4. 1920
Dixon, Gerald, 4. 1879
Dixon, Gerald, d. 1879
Dixon, Gerald, 4. 1879
Dixon, Gerald, d. 1879

Drew, Louisa L. 1820-1897
Dyas, Ada, 1843-1908

Edouin, willie, 1841/46-19208
Edwardes, George, 1832-1913
Everard, walter, d. 1924

Eytinge, Rose, 1835/38-1911
Farjeon, Benjamin Lecpold, d. 1903
Farjeon, Benjamin Leopold, d. 1903
Fawcett, Edgar, 1847-1904

Field, XKate, 1838-189%¢

Field, R.M., 1834-19D2

Fiske, Stephen, 1840-191%

Fiske, Stephen, 1840-191¢%

Floyd, wWilliam Rudolph, 1832-1880
Floyd, william ERudolph, 1832-1880

Floyd, William Rudolph, 1832-1880
French, Samuel 4. 1898

French, T. Henry, d. 1902
Frohman, Charles, 1860-1i915
Frchman, Daniel, 1851-1%40

Fyles, Franklin E., 1847-19%11
Ganthony, Robert 4. 1931

Gill, wWilliam F., 1844-1917

Gill, william F., 1844-1917
Godfrey, George William, 1844-1897
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GRONSON HOWARD PAPERS
Name Index

Location

28,638 212 9/27/91
28,637 #12 12/28/75
28,637 11 11/27/74
28,637 ¥11 3/4/74
28,638 #12 1/29/91

28,639 46 1885-1889
28,637 #8 1/15/70
28,637 %2 n.d.
28,637 #16 11/25/79
28,637 416 12/79

38,637 #16 12/15/79
28,637 #16 4/29/79
28,637 416 4/79
28,637 %15 8/14/78
28,637 415 11/5/78

28,637 47 1/1/69

28,638 413 8/5/92
28,638 412 7/1/91
28,638 #17 2/15/90
28,638 412 9/1€/91

28,638 #10 11/30/88
28,638 45 11/7/84
28,6837 #2 n.d.
28,639 47 1860-1891
28,639 #8 1875-1879

28,639 39 1872-1879
28,637 413 9/21/76
28,637 #14 11/29/77
28,637 #9 10/13/72
28,637 §9 10/30/72

28,637 %9 11/14/72
28,640 #1-5 1847-1893
28,640 #1-35 1857-1893
28,639 #10 1887-~1893
28,639 11 1889

28,637 813 12/24/92
28,640 410 6/18/91
28,638 47 2/14/86
28,638 48 10/2/87
26,638 45 7/2/84



Name

Goodale, George
Goodale, George
Goodale, Gecrge
Goodale, Gecrge
Goodale, George

Pomercy, 1843-1919
Pomeroy, 1843-1919
Pomercy, 1843-191°9
Porercy, 1843-1919
Pomercy, 1843-1919

Grover, Leonard &r., 1835-1926

Gunn, Michael, d.
Gunn, Michael, d.
d Clavering, 1847-1907

Gunter, Archikal
Hall, Abraham 0a

Harkins, Daniel
Harkins, Daniel
Harkins, Daniel
Harrigan, Edward
Hayman, Al, 4. 1

Hedson, Eenriett
Hollingshead, Jo
Hoyt, Charles, 1
James, David, 18
James, David, 18

James, David, Jr
Kendal, William
Kendal, william
Kendal, Wi_liam

1501
1501

key, 1826-1898

H., 1835/36-1902
H. 1835/36-1902

H., 1835/36-1902
, 1845-1511

917

a, 1841-1910
hn, 4. 1904
860~1300
39-1893
39-1893 (Mrs.)

., d. 1917

Hunter, 1843-1317
Hunter, 1843-1917
Hunter, 1843-1917

Kidder, Ecdward =. 1849(7?,;-1927

¥night, Geocrge S.,

Knight, Joseph,
Knight, Joseph,
Knight, Joseph,
Lanergan, James

Lathrop, Gecrge
Lathrop, George
Lathrop, George
Lathrop, Gecrge
Lathrop, George

Lathrop, George
Lathrop, George

1850-1892
1829-18907
1829-1907
1829-1907
W. 2828-1886

Parsons, 18%51-1898
Parsons, 1851-1898
Parsons, 1851-1848
Parsons, 1831-1898
Farsons, 1851-1898

Parsons, 185.-1888
Farsons, 1851-1898

Lea, Marion, 1864-1944
Lea, Marion, 1864-1944

Lee, Henry, 4.

1910
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ERCONSCN HOWARD PAPERS

Name

28,638
28,638
23,637
23,638
23,638

28,637
28,638
28,638
28,638
28,638

28,637
28,637
28,637
28,638
28,639

28,638
28,638
28,638
28,638
25,638

28,637
28,638
28,638
28,638
28,638

23,639
28,638
23,638
28,638
28,637

28,638
28,638
28,638
28,538
28,638

28,638
28,638
28,638
28,638
28,638

Index

Lccation

k9 1/3/88
#3 10/13/82
#16 4/18/79
¥2 12/14/88
49 9/7/88

15 8/1/7¢8
6 2/17/85
k6 3/3/85
#3 11/6/82
B4 1/4/83

#le 12/19/79
#le 9/19/79
#16 12/9/79
$12 11/28/91
#12 2893

#4 10/22/83
#5 1/29/84
#12 12/2/91
45 6/4/84

#5 10/28/84

#2 n.d.

#2 2/25/81
#1 12/29/80
87 18856

412 12/2/91

$19 1883-1893
#4 10/29/83
#4 11/8/83

#4 1/10/83

#5 3/7/65

87 3/16/386
#e 11/9/85
$2 9/8/81

#10 3/16/88
#7 4/21/86

$#10 5/11/83
49 9/7/88
#12 1891
£12 4/12/91
£13 6/7/92




Name

MacKaye, James Morriscn Steele, 1812-1894
MacKaye, James Morriscn Stesle, 1842-1894

Mansfield, Richard, 1857-1907
Marsden, Fred, <£. 1888
Marsden, Fred, <&. 1888
Marsden, Fred, 4. 188§
Marsden, Fred, 4. 1888

Marsden, Fred, d. 1888
McClosky, James J., 1826-1913
McVicker, James H., d. 1896
Merritt, Paul, d. 1895
Merritt, Paul, d. 1895

Neville, Henry Garside, 1827-1910
Nicholl, William d. 1902

Norman, E.B., d. 1930

odell, E.J., d. 1928

Otis, Elita Procter, 4. 1927

Overton, Charles, 4. 1898

pPalmer, Albert Marshman, 1838-1905
Parker, Sir Gilbkert, 1862-1932
Paul, Howard, 1830-1905

Pigott, Edward Frederick Smyth, d.

Pitt, Henry M{ader), 1852-1898

Polk, Joseph B., d. 1902

Potter, Paul M., 1853-1921
Potter, Paul M., 1853-1921
Potter, Paul M., 1859-1921
Potter, Paul M., 1853-1921
Potter, Paul M., 1853-185821

Putnam, Katie, b. 1852
Raymond, John T., 1836-1887
Raymeond, John T., 1836-188§

Raymond, John T., 18336-1887
Raymend, John T., 1836-1887
Roach, James Conner

Robson, Stuart, 1836-19C3
Robson, Stuart, 183£-1903

Rosenfeld, Sydney, 1855-1331
Ross, Charles Henry, d. 1897
Russell, Harriet, d. 1918
Russeli, S¢ol Smith, 1848-19¢C2
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BRONSON HOWARD PAPERS
Name Index
Location

28,5637 #2 n.d.
28,638 #3 11/6/82

28,638 #12 12/11/91
28,637 415 10/8/78
28,638 41 11/26/80
28,637 411 10/17/74
28,637 416 12/20/79

28,637 416 1/14/79
28,638 §12 12/14/91
28,639 423 1872-1888
28,637 #2 n.d.
28,638 #12 4/23/91

28,638 #13 2/6/92
28,640 410 6/18/91
28,638 #12 3/7/91
28,640 410 5/18/91
28,638 410 9/26/89

28,638 %11 4/2/90
28,639 #24 1874-1892
28,638 11 1/20/90
28,638 #2 11/81
28,638 42 7/19/81

28,638 #13 3/16/92
28,637 #16 8/1/79
28,638 $#13 4/29/92
28,638 #8 9/27/87
28,637 #2 n.d.

28,637 2 n.d.
28,638 $12 12/1/91
28,637 #2 n.d.
28,638 #1 2/1/80
28,637 #14 11/29/77

28,637 %14 9/24/77
28,637 #16 10/24/79
28,637 42 n.d.
28,642 %1 3/26/89
28,639 #27 1886-1891

28,637 49 4/11/72
28,640 #10 6/18/91
28,637 #7 2/9/67

28,637 $16 1/3/79




Name
Russell, 5ol Smith, 1843-1832

Russell, Sc¢l Smith, 1848-1902
Russell, $Sol Smith, 1848-1902
Russell, 5ol Smith, 1848-1902
Salsbury, Nathan, 1846-1902
Samuel French, Inc.

Sanger, Frank W., 4. 1904
Stevens, John 4., d. 1916
Stirling, Arthur, 4. 1898

Taylor, Howard B., b. 1851

Terry, Edward O'Connor, 1844-1912

Thomas, Augustus, 1857-1934
Vernon, W.H., d. 1905
Vezin, Hermann, 1825-191¢
Welch, Deshler, 4. 1920
Weston, Frank, b. 1849-1922

Willard, Edward Smith, 1853-1915

Wyndham, S£ir Charles, 1838-1919
Young, Sir Charles L. 1839-1887
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BRCNSOMN HBOWARD PAPERS
Name Index
Location

28,638 #13 7/11/92

28,637 #16 2/8/79
28,637 #16 5/19/79
28,638 #6 11/8/85
28,638 #3 1/16/82
28,640 #1-5 1857-1893

28,638 %10 9/13/89
28,638 47 3/2/8¢
28,638 45 11/7/84
28,637 42 n.d.
28,638 412 5/5/91

28,638 312 12/18/91
28,640 410 6/18/91
28,638 45 11/6/84
28,638 49 11/22/88
28,638 #7 4/28/86

28,638 #6 1/27/85
28,640 47 1871-1879
28,640 #7 1876-1884




Howard Family Treel

William O. Charles = [KFargaret Elizabeth
Howard Howard Vosburg
-18873 -1859
Albert W. Eliag = William J. Bronson = Alice Oren = Frank
-1892| Waterman 1842-1908 wWyndham
-188%

:

Charles Howard William Whitney Margaret Bronson
1870- ~874- 1875-

IThe information for this family tree was abstracted from the
correspondence and has not been verified against external sources.
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