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Size:  3.86 linear feet (10 boxes)
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Abstract:  The International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE) is the largest union
representing the back-stage workers of the entertainment industry. The union was created in 1886.

Conditions Governing Use:  For permission to publish, please contact the Billy Rose Theatre
Division, The New York Public Library.

Preferred citation:  Papers on the History of International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Billy
Rose Theatre Division, The New York Public Library.

Processing note:  Compiled by Leslie Reyman, 2013 The collection is arranged alphabetically by
name, subject and title.

Creator History

The International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE) is the largest union representing the
back-stage workers of the entertainment industry. The union was created in 1886. Jene Youtt was a
member of the union's history committee and helped research the union’s history for the centennial
celebration.

Scope and Content Note

The collection contains catalogs; newsletters; trade magazines; photocopies of documents describing
the history of the union, including constitution and by-laws; and proceedings of the conventions. Also
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included are manuals, handbooks, stage screws and wrenches, and information about the union's
benefit funds. Three different newsletters describe what happens at local union meetings and
throughout the international union.

Arrangement:  This collection is arranged alphabetically by subject.

Key Terms

Subjects
Collective bargaining
Labor unions

Occupations
Stagehands
Stagehands -- Labor unions

Names
International Association of Theatrical Stage Employees
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Container List

b. 1 f. 1 American Federation of Labor & Congress Of Industrial Organizations 1902-
1907 (photocopies)

b. 1 f. 2-4 Annuity, Benefits, Welfare Fund 1999-2007

b. 1 f. 5 Benefits Fund 1985

b. 1 f. 6 Berkey Coloran Catalog 1986-1994

b. 1 f. 7 Black America On Stage 1986

b. 2 f. 1 Catalogs undated

b. 2 f. 2-7 Centennial Celebration 1985-1986

b. 2 f. 8 Central Labor Union 1886, 1986 (photocopies)

b. 2 f. 9 Century Lighting 1966

b. 2 f. 10 Century Theater Lighting 1960

b. 3 f. 1 City Edition 1986

b. 3 f. 2 Convention ca. 1942

b. 3 f. 3-5 Eastman Kodak 1978, 1992, 1995

b. 3 f. 6 Electronic Theatre Controls undated

b. 10 f. 4 Ephemera undated
Old style blue stage screw (manufacturer unknown). Century wrench made for use on Century
Lighting’s Lekos (Made by BASH electric). Modern style stage screw (manufacturer unknown).
Old style stage screw (manufacturer unknown)

b. 3 f. 7-8 General Electric Lamp Catalogs 1987

b. 3 f. 9 Handbook For Riggers 1967

b. 3 f. 10 Handbook of Stage Lighting Graphics 1974

b. 3 f. 11 Introduction to Modern Atmospheric Effects 1996

b. 3 f. 12 Knights of Labor undated (photocopies)

b. 3 f. 13 Labor Day Parade 1996

b. 3 f. 14 Lighting Seminar Reference Pamphlet of Basic Lighting Information 1987

b. 3 f. 15 Local 390--History undated

Millerson, Gerald
b. 10 f. 1 The Technique of Television Production 1972

b. 10 f. 2 The Technique of Lighting for Televison and Motion Pictures 1982

b. 4 f. 1 Miscellaneous 1985-1996

b. 9 f. 1 Mole-Richardson Co undated (catalog)

Newsletter
Monthly newsletter of Stage Employees Local One (New York City)

b. 4 f. 2 1986-1989
b. 4 f. 3-7 2001-2006

b. 5 f. 1 2007-2008
b. 5 f. 2-6 Operating Manuals 1966, 1981-2003

Official Bulletin
Monthly newsletter of International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees (International
newsletter)

b. 5 f. 7 1982-1985

1

Guide to the
Papers on the History of International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees



b. 5 f. 8 1996-1998

Official Bulletin (cont.)

b. 5 f. 9 2002-2005
b. 6 f. 1 2006-2007
b. 6 f. 2 Payroll Report undated

b. 6 f. 3-4 Programs undated

b. 6 f. 5 Proposed Agreements 1982-1985

b. 6 f. 6-7 Spotlite 1993-2003
Quarterly newsletter of Local One

b. 6 f. 8 Radio City Productions 1996

b. 6 f. 9 Shubert Archives undated

b. 6 f. 10 Snowden, George--IATSE: A Report 1954

b. 6 f. 11 Stolarik, Mark--Questionnaire undated

b. 10 f. 3 Sylvania Lighting Handbook 1968-1984

Theatrical Mechanical Association
b. 7 f. 1 Constitution and Member List 1908, 1925 (photocopies)

b. 7 f. 2 Miscellaneous 1891, 1903, 1935 (photocopies)

Proceedings at Convention (photocopies)

b. 7 f. 3-5 1883-1889
b. 7 f. 6-8 1891-1893

b. 7 f. 9-11 1895-1899
b. 7 f. 12 1901

Theatrical Protective Union--Local 1
b. 7 f. 13-14 Agreements 1979-1984 (photocopies)

b. 7 f. 15 By-laws and Constitution 1973, 1977 (photocopies)

b. 8 f. 1-6 History undated (photocopies)

b. 9 f. 2 Souvenir Book 1921

b. 8 f. 7 Whole Hogg III Introductory Seminar 2003
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