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Abstract:  A founding member of Students for a Democratic Society, Betty Garman helped organize
the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party's challenge to be seated at the 1964 Democratic National
Convention in Atlantic City. This collection consists of Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee-
related materials created or collected by Betty Garman.
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Creator History

A founding member of Students for a Democratic Society, Betty Garman joined the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) in March 1964, and as a member of its executive committee, helped
plan the Oxford, Ohio orientation for the historic Mississippi Freedom Summer Project of 1964.
Assigned to the SNCC headquarters in Greenwood, Mississippi, Garman helped organize the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party's challenge to be seated at the 1964 Democratic National
Convention in Atlantic City. As SNCC Northern Coordinator, she initiated Friends of SNCC groups on
college campuses, and co-authored, with Marion Barry, "SNCC: A Special Report on Southern School
Desegregation" in 1966.

Scope and Content Note

This collection consists of Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee-related materials created or
collected by Betty Garman, beginning in 1961 when she was a Southern Student Freedom Fund
activist in New York State and Berkeley, California, and between 1964 and 1966, when she was a
member of the executive committee of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. Included are
minutes of SNCC staff and executive committee meetings; daily compilations of incidents and civil
rights violations reported by SNCC staff and volunteers; documents of the 1964 Mississippi Freedom
Summer project and the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party; and a 1966 special report on Southern
school desegregation co-authored by Betty Garman and Marion Barry. Also included are subject files
on SNCC and the civil rights movement, and compilations of SNCC publications and local Mississippi
community newsletters.

Key Terms

Subjects
African American college students -- Mississippi -- Political activity
African Americans -- Civil rights
African Americans -- Education
African Americans -- Mississippi -- Political activity
African Americans -- Suffrage
Civil rights movements -- Mississippi
Political parties -- Mississippi
School integration -- Mississippi
Voter registration -- Mississippi

Geographic Names
Mississippi -- Social conditions

Names
Barry, Marion, 1936-2014
Bond, Julian, 1930-
Robinson, Betty Garman
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party
Mississippi Freedom Project
Southern Student Freedom Fund
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (U.S.)
Students for a Democratic Society (U.S.)

ii



Container List

b. 1 f. 1 Southern Student Freedom Fund 1961-1963

Research files, Berkeley, California 1961-1963

b. 1 f. 2 Voter registration
b. 1 f. 3 Goodman, Chaney and Schwerner
b. 1 f. 4 March on Washington 1963

b. 1 f. 5-6 Georgia
b. 1 f. 7 Mississippi
b. 1 f. 8 Alabama and Arkansas

SNCC administrative files
b. 2 f. 1 Constitution and structure
b. 2 f. 2 Executive Committee minutes 1963-1965

b. 2 f. 3 Staff retreat, Waveland, Mississippi 1964 November

b. 2 f. 4 Staff and volunteers
b. 2 f. 5 Staff position papers
b. 2 f. 6 Staff reports
b. 2 f. 7 Friends of SNCC

Communications

Wide Area Telephone Service (WATS) reports
b. 3 f. 1-2 1964
b. 3 f. 3-5 1965

b. 3 f. 6 1966
b. 3 f. 7 Freedom Summer 1964

Includes press releases and incident reports.

b. 4 f. 1 Mississippi Freedom Summer Project 1964

b. 4 f. 2-5 Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) 1964-1965
Includes challenge to the MFDP.

b. 4 f. 6 Proposed Black Belt project 1965

b. 4 f. 7 Alabama 1965

b. 5 f. 1 Agricultural Stabilization Conservation Service Elections 1965

b. 5 f. 2 White House Leadership Conference 1965
Includes reports and evaluations.

b. 5 f. 3 NAACP, Southern Regional Council, school reports 1965

b. 5 f. 4 Garman and Marion Barry. "SNCC: A Special Report on Southern School
Desegregation" 1966

b. 5 f. 5 Arkansas Project 1966

b. 5 f. 6 Georgia State Legislature, Julian Bond unseating 1966

b. 5 f. 7 SNCC miscellaneous 1965-1966

Research and printed matter
b. 5 f. 8 Black Nationalism/Black Power
b. 5 f. 9 Child Development Group of Mississippi
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b. 5 f. 10-11 Civil rights

Research and printed matter (cont.)

b. 5 f. 12 Bowman, Joan. "The Civil Rights Movement" (unpublished)
b. 6 f. 1 Kurland, Norman G. "Medgar Evers and Mississippi: The Anatomy of

Martyrdom"
b. 6 Farmers in the South

b. 6 f. 3-4 Freedom Schools
b. 6 f. 5 Mississippi--general
b. 6 f. 6 Mississippi Free Press 1964 July-August

Local Mississippi community newsletters
b. 6 f. 7 "The Liberty Bell" 1965-1966

b. 6 f. 8 "Benton County Freedom Train" 1965-1966

b. 6 f. 9 Movement newsletter and leaflets 1965-1966

b. 6 f. 10 Rainwater, Lee and William Yancey. "Sources of the Moynihan Controversy"
1966

b. 7 f. 1 Police brutality
b. 7 f. 2 "Joni Rabinowitz vs. United States of American"
b. 7 f. 3 Racial outbreaks

b. 7 f. 4-5 General SNCC
b. 7 f. 6 "The Movement" 1965-1966

b. 7 f. 7 "The Student Voice"
b. 7 f. 8 Non-SNCC
b. 7 f. 9 Anti-SNCC material

b. 7 f. 10 "Southern Courier" 1966

b. 7 f. 11 Southern Student Organizing Committee
b. 7 f. 12 Tuskegee (Sammy Younge)
b. 7 f. 13 Vietnam War
b. 7 f. 14 Voting rights
b. 7 f. 15 Washington Human Rights Project documents
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