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Banks, Patricia.  Collection, 1957-1960, 1999. 
½  archival box.  (.2 lin. ft.) 
 
Biographical Sketch  
 
One of the first black flight attendants, Patricia Banks, a native New Yorker, fought 
discrimination by filing a lawsuit against Capital Airlines  through the New York State 
Commission Against Discrimination.  
 
A graduate of the Grace Downs Air Career School, Banks applied to several airlines 
companies for a stewardess position, but was repeatedly denied employment.  In 1957 
she filed a suit against Capital Airlines (which later merged in 1961 with United 
Airlines), and in 1960 the Commission ruled in her favor and ordered the company to hire 
her.  She has been acknowledged by the Black Flight Attendants of America, Inc. and 
was featured in an WNBC News segment for being a pioneer in her field. 
 
 
Scope and Content 
Collection of documents relating to Patricia Banks and her groundbreaking legal case to 
become one of the first Black flight attendants.  Collection includes newspaper clippings 
from 1957-1960, her flight attendant’s certificate from Capital Airlines and a travel log.  
Also included is the transcript from her legal suit with the New York State Commission 
Against Discrimination against Capital Airlines.  Along with a video about Banks from 
WNBC News Black History Month, 1997, are print outs of digital photographs and the 
program booklet from the Black Flight Attendants of America, Inc.’s annual convention 
in 1999 where she was honored. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source 
Gift of Patricia N. Banks Edmiston, November 2001 
SCM01-15 
 
 
Processed by Andrea R. Jackson, December 2001 
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   Container List 
 

Box Folder  
   
1 1 Legal Transcript, State Commission Against Discrimination vs 

Capital Airlines  
 2 Capital Airlines, Certification, May 1960 - Travel Log Record, 

n.d., Wing Pins from Graduation, Career   
 3 Newspaper Clippings, 1957-1960, n.d. 
 4 Black Flight Attendants of America, Inc., 7th Annual 

Convention, April-May 1999 
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 SEPARATION RECORD 
 
 
The following items were removed from: 
 
 
Name of Collection/Papers  Patricia Banks Collection     
 
      Accession Number  SCM 01-32                
 
 
Donor:  Patricia Banks Edmiston                                  
 
Gift:  XX                        
  
     
   Date received:  11/01              
 
                     Date transferred:  12/01               
 

The item(s) listed below have been sent to the division indicated, either to be retained or 
disposed of there.  Any items that should receive special disposition are clearly marked. 
 

Schomburg Moving Image and Recorded Sound Division: 

Videotape: “Patricia Banks Edmiston, Black History Month, 1997”                                                      
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