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WILLIAMSON, HARRY ALBRO (1875-1965).  COLLECTION, 1831-1965. 
26 boxes and 14 volumes.  Also available on 18 reels microfilm. 
 
Biography 
 
Henry Albro Williamson, known as Harry, was born on October 25, 1875 in Plainfield, 
New Jersey to William Edward and Mary Elizabeth Pauline Williamson.  His father was 
a carpenter by trade; his mother did needlework and later entered the field of nursing.  
After his father's untimely death in 1880, his mother moved to Oakland, California with 
Harry to start life anew.  There Mrs. Williamson became a practical nurse, a unique 
occupation at that time in California for a black woman. 
 
Upon reaching adulthood, Williamson went into the paper manufacturing business for a 
number of years.  He also tried his hand at other occupations, and eventually studied 
and passed the examinations for both the New York Board of Chiropody and the United 
States Postal Service.  He worked at both occupations, finally giving up chiropody.  He 
remained with the Postal Service until his retirement in 1940. 
 
Williamson married his first wife, Laura Julia Moulton, in 1901. They were divorced 
several years later.  His second marriage to Blanche C. Atkins in 1920 lasted for forty 
years until her death in 1960.  Williamson credited Blanche for much of the research, 
compilation and maintenance of his Masonic records. 
 
In 1904 Williamson joined the brotherhood of Freemasonry, and was initiated, passed 
and raised in Mount Olive Lodge in Manhattan.  It was also at time that he became a 
diligent student of Masonry and its literature, and embarked on an intensive search for 
information which would document the "legitimacy" and "subsequent progress" of the 
American Negro in Freemasonry. 
 
A member in later years of the Grand Lodge of New York (Prince Hall), Williamson held 
more elected and appointed positions in the Grand Lodge than any other member in its 
history.  Additionally, he served as deputy Grandmaster of Prince Hall Grand Lodge 
(New York), as well as Grand Lecturer and Grand Historian.  He was also Grand 
Secretary for over thirty years. 
 
Williamson was a prolific writer on the subject of Freemasonry. He published several 
articles and monographs, among them, Negroes and Freemasonry (1920), The Negro 
in Masonic Literature (1922), and The Prince Hall Primer (1925).  He was editor of the 
Freemasonry of Brooklyn, New York and an associate editor of the Masonic Quarterly 
Review which was the official publication of the Grand Lodge.  He was also contributing 
editor of The National Fraternal Review.  During his Masonic career, Williamson was 
an honorary member of numerous lodges; a member of six American and foreign 
societies and a frequent contributor to black 
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and Caucasian periodicals. Williamson died on January 3, 1965, having been an invalid 
for several years. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
The bulk of the Henry Albro Williamson Collection consists of the extensive research 
materials and published materials documenting Williamson's efforts to legitimize the 
position of the American Negro in Freemasonry.  The collection has been divided into 
two series:  FAMILY AND PERSONAL PAPERS and MASONIC PAPERS.  The 
MASONIC PAPERS are further subdivided into the following subseries:  
Correspondence; Legal Papers; Supply Companies; Writings; Records; Printed 
Materials; Prince Hall Masonry--History; Order of the Eastern Star; Certificates; and 
Scrapbooks. 
 
FAMILY AND PERSONAL PAPERS, 1836-1962 
The Lyons-Williamson Family Papers, 1836-1896, serve to document the genealogical 
line of George Lyons, Sr., a freeman born in the mid-1700's and the great, great 
grandfather of Harry A. Williamson.  Three generations are represented in the papers, 
including:  seaman and entrepreneur, Albro Lyons, Sr.; his daughters, Maritcha and 
Pauline; his son, Albro, Jr.; and his grandson, Harry A. Williamson.  Among the papers 
of Albro, Sr. is a letter from Mary, his wife, to the Governor of Rhode Island denouncing 
the discriminatory practices in the school system of Providence, Rhode Island where 
they had settled after fleeing the 1863 Draft Riots in New York City.  The papers of 
Maritcha and Pauline Lyons are of particular interest as they illustrate the interests and 
activities of two 19th century middle class  
black women.  Maritcha Remond Lyons (1848-?) was a teacher in the Brooklyn school 
system for forty-eight years and was the second black woman to be appointed an 
assistant principal in that system.  She wrote numerous essays, including an auto bio-
graphical sketch entitled, "Memories of Yesterdays:  All of which I saw and part of 
which I was," which is in this collection.  There are also other writings [filed in Box 3: 
General Writings] as well as several of her letters to editors concerning racial 
inequality, continuing a family tradition.  Pauline Lyons Williamson's letters are 
noteworthy in that they were written during the period she was in California to her 
family back East.  The letters present an excellent picture of the activities and concerns 
of a young widowed woman attempting to adjust to a new environment and raise her 
young son.  A genealogy of the Lyons-Williamson family which was researched and 
prepared by Harry Williamson is also in the collection. 
 
A small group of papers dealing with Blanche C. Williamson have been included 
among the family papers.  They consist of a few letters of sympathy written upon her 
death in 1960 and a tribute to her written by Williamson.  
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The Personal Papers of Harry A. Williamson, 1881-1962, n.d., consist of biographical 
information, correspondence, writings, and his copy of the Masonic edition of the Bible. 
 Biographical items include a comprehensive chart of Williamson's astrological 
influences and sketches of his life, endeavors and accomplishments, with particular 
note given to his years as a Master Mason.  The series relate primarily to Williamson's 
interests in non-Masonic subjects. Among them are letters pertaining to his 
employment at the post office, his chiropody work and other career interests, as well as 
a series of letters which he wrote in response to various editorials.  The writings are 
varied and include some fictional pieces. 
 
MASONIC PAPERS, 1881-1965 
The Masonic Correspondence, 1878-1898, 1904-1965, has been geographically 
arranged by state and foreign country.  Within each geographic category the letters are 
organized alphabetically by author and then chronologically.  Letters from Williamson 
have been arranged under the name of the receiver. 
 
The extensive Masonic correspondence is the result of many years of comprehensive 
research by Williamson, whose main goal was to extract from the history of 
Freemasonry the true origins and authenticity of "Prince Hall" or "Black Freemasonry" 
(referred to by Williamson as Negro Freemasonry).  In striving to examine the fraternity 
impartially, Williamson corresponded with Masons in the United States and numerous 
foreign countries.  He also sought to establish recognition of Black Freemasons by the 
white lodges and to dissolve the barriers of racial discrimination within the brotherhood. 
 Williamson's correspondence touches on every facet of Black Freemasonry -- its laws, 
philosophy and rituals. 
 
Among Williamson's correspondents were Aldradge B. Cooper, Arthur A. Schomburg, 
David W. Parker, Jose Henry Sherwood, Harold Van Buren Voorhis, J.H. Tatsch, Julius 
O. Aasland, D.K. Abadu-Bentsi and Harry E. Davis. 
 
The Masonic Legal Papers, 1910-1960, consist primarily of interrogatories, 
depositions, and appeals from various courts proceedings.  The papers are arranged 
chronologically.  
 
The Masonic Supply Companies, 1907-1951, subseries is composed of 
correspondence and invoices relating to the inquiry and ordering of Masonic 
paraphernalia.  The main distributors documented in the collection are McCoy 
Publishing Company, Brett Lithograph Company, and Kraus and Son Company.  
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Masonic Writings, 1882-1897, 1903-1957, consist of articles, essays and speeches 
which were written by Williamson and other authors concerning the subject of 
Freemasonry.  Among the pieces in the collection written by Williamson are, "The  
 
American Negro in Freemasonry," "Caucasian Masonry vs. the Negro", "Origin of 
Freemasonry Among Negroes in America",  "Prince Hall Masonry," "Shall Negro 
Masons be Recognized", and "The Truth about Negro Masonry." 
 
Writings by other authors include John E. Bruce's "The Significance of Brotherhood," 
Harry E. Davis' "The Prince Hall Sodality," William H. Grimshaw's "Official History of 
Free-masonry among Colored People in North America," and Harold Van Buren 
Voorhis' "Notes on Alpha Lodge, no.116." 
 
Williamson's writings have been placed in alphabetical order by title.  Writings by other 
authors have been alphabetically arranged by the writer.  Anonymous writings have 
been placed at the end of the series and arranged alphabetically by title. 
 
The Masonic Records, 1855-1957, subseries consists of the minutes, annual reports 
and financial statements of various lodges.  The bulk of the records deal with the 
Carthaginian Lodge no. 47, in New York City.  Of interest is a volume of the minutes of 
the United Grand Lodge of New York, dated 1855.  The records have been arranged in 
chronological order. 
 
The Masonic Printed Materials are divided into two groups:  Lodge-Related 
Publications and General Masonic Publications.  The lodge-related publications have 
been organized by geographic location.  Within each folder the items have been 
arranged alphabetically by lodge, then chronologically.  Non-lodge related items which 
pertain to Masonic activities in the individual states have been interfiled alphabetically 
by author or title.  The bulk of these publications are souvenir journals, meeting 
notices, by-laws and constitutions, programs, invitations, grand masters' addresses 
and proceedings.  The histories of various individual lodges, along with annual reports 
and yearbooks can also be found.  Items dealing with the order of the Knight 
Companions, Knights Templar and Scottish Rite-U.S.A. are also in this subseries.  
There are also two scrapbooks of foreign meeting notices. 
 
The General Masonic Publications are national and international in scope and have 
been arranged alphabetically by title.  Among these general publications are copies of 
Alexander's Magazine (1908), the American Freemason (1917) and the Philalethes 
(1955). 
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Materials dealing primarily with the history of Prince Hall Masonry have been organized 
in the Prince Hall Masonry--History subseries.  Included here are published items,  
type scripts, bibliographies, and several resource items.  There is also a three volume 
index concerning those Negro Masonic bodies which have been labeled "bogus" or 
unofficial.  Correspondence regarding these so-called "bogus" bodies can also be 
found throughout the Masonic Correspondence subseries.  The materials have 
paced in alphabetical order by title. 
 
Although the majority of the historical pieces are located in this section, other materials 
dealing with the history of Prince Hall Masonry and individual lodges can also be found 
in the Printed Materials subseries. 
 
A collection of papers concerning the Order Of The Eastern Star (OES) were 
collected and kept by Williamson and his wife, Blanche, are also in this collection.  The 
papers, 1916-1939, are composed of correspondence, legal papers, typescripts, 
research notes and printed materials.   
 
The papers include materials concerning the Eureka Grand Chapter and the Joppa 
Chapter, no. 30 of the OES.  There is also a folder of materials pertaining to Blanche 
C. Williamson, consisting of notes, greeting cards, a membership list of the OES, as 
well as meeting notices and a report on the purchase of supplies. 
 
The legal papers include a folder of directions for trial procedure, and documents from 
the cases of Alice Campbell vs. Marshall, Prince Hall vs. Eastern Star, and the 
Progressive Chapter, no. 42 vs. Lillian Morse. 
 
The material has been arranged in chronological order, with the exception of the 
printed material which has been arranged alphabetically by state. 
 
Masonic Certificates have been divided into three groups; blank certificates, 
Williamson's certificates and certificates made out to other individuals.  The blank 
certificates appear to be unused samples.  They have been arranged alphabetically by 
the lodge which issued them.  Certificates belonging to Williamson have been placed in 
chronological order.  Certificates which are made out to others have been ordered 
alphabetically by the name of the recipient. 
 
The Masonic Scrapbooks, 1903-1951, represent several decades of collecting activity 
by Williamson.  There are fourteen volumes containing pamphlets, programs, 
newsletters, clippings, correspondence and photographs.  Some of the volumes 
document the social functions of various lodges, while others are representative of  
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certain subjects, such as "Caucasian and Negro Freemasonry" (four volumes).  Other 
scrapbook titles are, "Masonic History and Activities", "Prince Hall and Caucasian  
Freemasonry" and "Scrapbook about Carthaginian Lodge, no.47".  The scrapbooks 
have been kept as Williamson prepared them. 
 
Provenance 
Gift of Harry A. Williamson, 1936-1965 
SCM77-55, SCM76-27, SCM77-78 
Processed by D. Carter/ D. Lachatanere on 12 August 1981 
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Container List 
 
Box Folder Reel 
 
 1           1    FAMILY AND PERSONAL PAPERS 
                    Family Papers 
      1     Genealogical File 
        2           Genealogical File 
     3       Albro Lyons, Sr., 1836-1896 
        4   Albro Lyons, Sr., Certificates, 1840- 
       1884 

   5           Albro Lyons, Jr., 1872-1896 
Volume  1   Family Records (Genealogy) 
 
 2    1   Maritcha Remond Lyons - Letters, 1869-      
                        1929 

   2   Maritcha Remond Lyons - Writings,  
                 1869-1917  
   3           Maritcha Remond Lyons - Certificates,       

              1864-1893 
   4      Pauline Lyons Williamson - Letters,         

              1880-1887 
   5   Blanche C. Williamson Tribute, 1960 
   6    Miscellaneous, 1838-1902 

Volume  1   Decal Scrapbook 
  
 3           Personal Papers  
        1           Biographical 
        2   Biographical - Horoscope 
        3   Personal Papers, 1881-1962, n.d. 
        4    Personal Papers, - Correspondence,          

              1901-1957, n.d.  
        5           Military - Colored Infantries 
        6   U.S. Post Office - New York 
        7           Writings 

   
 4           2    MASONIC PAPERS  
            Masonic Correspondence 
                      Alabama-Florida 
        1               Alabama, 1933-1946 

      B - W 
        2               Arizona, 1926-1941 - Arkansas, 1935-    

                  1946   
                C - W 
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       Webb, John L., 1935-1946 (Hot       

       Springs)        
        3           California, 1920-1951 
                          A - P 
                             
 4           2            Dandridge, Lillard G., 1946-1950      

                    Los Angeles) 
        4                 Quincke, Walter A., 1939-1945   
                             (Los Angeles)   
      5                 Quincke, Walter A., 1946-1947 
        6                 Quincke, Walter A., 1948-1951  

   7          S - W 
                            Schramm, Arthur, 1938    
                            Shepherd, Silas H., 1937, 1943-     
                                1945 (Los Angeles) 
             Skinner, Thomas H., 1938-1940,      

       (Los Angeles) 
        Trestle Board, 1923-1928 (San       

        Francisco) 
    Colorado, 1939-1965 

        8                 A - Bundy, Harry W., 1939-1945        
                                (Denver) 
        9                   Bundy, Harry W., 1946-1948 
       10                   Bundy, Harry W., 1949-1965 
       11                 G - T 

   Lawson, Oglesvie L., 1923-1941      
       (Denver) 

  12               Connecticut, 1920-1963 
 C - M  
   Crawford, George W., 1937-1963      

                                (New Haven)        
                           Duncan, Leslie, 1949-1950           
                                (Hartford) 

  13               Delaware, 1920-1945 - District of       
                            Columbia, 1881-1945 - Florida,      
                              1913-1950  
                          A - V 
                            Voorhis, Harold (H.V.B.), 1934-     
                                1939 (Delaware) 
         Paynther, John C., 1934-1939        

       (District of Columbia)      
   Smith, John Edgar, 1924-1945        
       (District of Columbia) 
   Roberts, James, 1932-1937 (Key      
       West, Fla.) 
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5     2        Georgia-Missouri 
        1             Georgia, 1922-1949 
 
Container List 
 
Box  Folder Reel 
 5      1    2        B - T 

         Butler, H.R., 1922-1926 (Atlanta) 
          Dobbs, John Wesley, 1932-1949       

       (Atlanta)  
        2               Illinois, 1920-1950 

           A - T 
   Clegg, Robert, 1922-1926 (Chicago)  

     3                   Ellis, John C., 1939-1949 (Decatur)
        Garnett, Stella R.,1949-1950        
                                (Chicago) 

   Hill, John W., 1923-1925(Chicago) 
        Lee, Albert R., 1927-1942  
                (Champaign) 
   Millard, Arthur M., 1923-1944       
       (Chicago) 

   4       Thompson, V.A., 1924-1940 (Chicago) 
        5               Indiana, 1922-1940 

      C - W 
   Caine, Daniel, 1922-1924 (Seymour) 

   6       Iowa, 1913-1945 
 A - N 

             (The) American Freemason, 1913-1919 
           (Stormlake) 

   Iowa Masonic Library, 1923-1933     
       (Cedar Rapids) 
   Kenderdine, G.A., 1930 (Iowa City) 
   National Masonic Research           

                                Society, 1920-1928 (Anamosa) 
        7        Tatsch, J.H., 1923-1931 (Cedar      
                                Rapids) 
        8       Tatsch, J.H., 1932-1940 

   9               Kansas, 1925-1950 
 J - W 

       10               Kentucky, 1914-1950 
                          B - P 

   Howe, Charles, 1940-1950            
       (Maysville) 

       11               Louisiana, 1940-1949 
 L - T 
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  12               Maryland, 1934-1950 
                A - S 

                            Allen, Williard W., 1934-1939       
                                (Baltimore) 
    13               Massachusetts, 1913-1951 
                 
Container List 
 
Box Folder Reel 
 
 5     13    2        B - W 
                            Hilton, Frank H., 1942-1950         
                                (Boston) 
       14               Michigan, 1913-1952 
                          C - W 
                            Gantt, Heywood, 1944-1945 (Detroit) 
                            Wallace, Elmer, 1933-1946 (Detroit) 
       15    3          Minnesota, 1889-1946 
                          H - T 

   Hoage, George L., 1916-1945 (St.    
       Paul) 

                            Sherwood, Jose Henry, 1916-1946     
                               (St. Paul) 
       16               Mississippi, 1947-1950 
                            Gilliam, James, 1947-1950           
                                (Clarksdale)     

  17               Missouri, 1924-1945 
                          A - M 

   Lacey, Eugene G., 1924-1926         
       (Kansas City) 

 
 6            Nebraska - New York 
        1               Nebraska, 1920-1941 
                            Smith, Isaac B., 1923-1941 (Lincoln) 
                        New Jersey, 1920-1949 
        2                   A - Bowser, Edward, 1948-1949       
                                (East Orange) 

   3                   Cooper, Aldradge B., 1944-1945      
                                (New Brunswick) 
        4                   Cooper, Aldradge B., 1946 
        5                   Cooper, Aldradge B., 1947 
        6                   J - W, 1919-1951 
        7               New Mexico, 1925-1940 
        8               New York, 1889-1964 
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                            A - Braithwaite, D., 1927-1939,     
                                1949 (New York City) 
                            Cusick, Edward D., 1943-1945        
                                (Bronx) 
 
                            Ebony, 1949 
                            Farrar, James A., 1944 (Brooklyn)   
        9                   Grand Lodge of New York (Prince     
                                Hall), 1941-1942 
 
 
Container List 
 
Box Folder Reel 
 
 6     10    3          New York, 1913-1950 
                          G - M 
                            Grossfield, Morris, 1934-1936       
                                (New York City)                 
                            Jackson, James A., 1925-1941  
                              (New York City)  
       11                   Jacobs, Max, 1949-1950 (Brooklyn) 
                            Lee, John R., 1938-1948 (New  
                              York City) 
 7                    New York - Tennessee 
        1               New York, 1920-1949 
                          M - Q 
                            Morse, Sidney, 1923-1924 (New       
                                York City) 
                            Newton, Joseph Fort, 1923-1924      
                                (New York City)  
                            O'Donnell, Thomas, New York         
                              Masonic Outlook, 1938-1939  
                              (New York City) 
                            Parker, David W., 1920-1931 
                              (New York City)      
        2               New York, 1906-1964 
                          R - S 
                            Riley, Elwood T., 1940-1945 
                              (New York City) 
                            Schomburg, Arthur A., 1916-         
                                1936 (Brooklyn)  



       Henry Albro Williamson - page 12 
 
                            Sherwood, Edward T., 1925-1931      
                                (Brooklyn) 
                            Spingarn, Joel E., 1931-1933  
                              (New York City) 
        3               New York, 1914-1964 
                          S - W 
                            Staten, Robert A., 1945  
                              (New York City) 
                            Sullivan, Joseph, 1925-1933  
                              (Troy, New York) 
                            Teagle, Daniel T., 1925-1929        
                                (Corona, New York) 
                            Thomas, H. Constantine, 1939- 
                              1948 (Brooklyn, New York) 
                            Williams and Walker Company,  
                              1904 (New York City) 
 
Container List 
 
Box Folder Reel 
 
 7      4    3              Winters, John, 1928-1938, 1939      

                     (Jamaica, New York) 
                        North Carolina 1866, 1933-1945 
                          C - W 
        5               Ohio, 1905-1950 
                          B - C 
                            Casterman, Charles E., 1941-        
                                1942 (Cleveland) 
        6                   Davis, Harry E., 1924-1939          
                                (Cleveland) 
        7                   Davis, Harry E., 1940-1952 
        8                   Garrett, James Z., 1947-1950        
                                (Cleveland) 
        9                 S - W  
                            Skaton, H., 1925-1926               
                                (Youngstown) 
       10    4          Oklahoma, 1949 - Oregon, 1924-1927 
                          H - R 
                            Hall, Amos T., 1949 (Tulsa,         
                                Ok.) 
            Ramsay, E.P. - Masonic Analyst,     

       1924-1927 (Portland, Or.) 
       11               Pennsylvania, 1927-1950 
                          B – W 
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                            Sellers, J. Henry, 1937-1938        
                                (Pittsburgh) 
       12               Rhode Island, 1940 
       13               South Carolina, 1923-1941 
                          H - S 
       14               Tennessee, 1920-1934 - Texas, 1920-1964 
 
8      Vermont - Wisconsin and Foreign           
                         Nations 
        1               Vermont, 1933 
        2               Virginia, 1925-1941 - Washington,       
                            1923 - West Virginia, 1920-1943 
                          C - W 
                            Goodwyn, Alfred E., 1923-1927,      
                                1939 (Bluefield, West Va.)  

   Spaulding, Louis M., 1926-1927      
       (Newport News, Va.)  

        3               Wisconsin, 1925-1941 
                          Braun, Walter, 1925-1933              
                              (Milwaukee, Wis.) 
 
Container List 
 
Box Folder Reel 
 
 8     4     4          Wisconsin, 1920-1944 
                          C - W 
                            Shepherd, Silas H., 1920-1938       
                                (Hartland, Wis.) 
                            Weiler, William F., 1937-1944       
                                (Milwaukee, Wis.) 
        5               Africa (Ghana, 1929-1935 - Kenya,       
                            1938 - Liberia, 1884, 1923-1950 -   
                              Nigeria, 1950 - South Africa,  
                          1925-1955) 
                          A - P 
                            Abadu-Bentsi, D.K. 1929-1935        
                                (Kumasi, Ghana) 
                            Moister, William, 1925-1941         
                                (Johannesburg, South Africa) 
                            Norton, Conrad, 1952-1953  
                              (United Nations, New York City) 
        6               Australia, 1938-1951 
                          C - S 
        7               Austria, 1926-1935 
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                          L - N 
                            Niksic, Gustav, 1926-1931 
                              (Vienna, Austria) 
        8               Canada, 1916-1949 
                          B - V 
                            Vroom, James, 1916-1939 (St.        
                              Stephen, New Brunswick, Canada 
        9               Czechoslovakia, 1926-1927 
                          Mastalir, John, 1926-1927             
                              (Prague, Luzicka, Czechoslovakia) 
       10               Dutch Guiana, 1936 
       11               England, 1914-1949 
                          F - W 
                            Wright, Dudley, 1922-1925  
                              (Oxford, England) 
       12               France, 1883, 1926 
                          R - S 
       13               Germany, 1897-1932 
                          B - W 
                            Quint, Hans, 1928-1930              
                                (Falkenstein, Germany) 
                            Seeberger, Dr. Alfred, 1922-1923    
                            (Bayreuth, Germany) 
 
Container List 
 
Box Folder Reel 
 
 8     14    4          India, 1922-1923 
       15               Ireland, 1945 
       16               Mexico, 1881, 1926 
       17               Netherlands, 1928-1951 
                          H - S 
                            Van Solkema, J.S. 1949-1951 
       18               New Zealand, 1914-1951 
                          B - S 
                            Barclay, George, 1914-1915          
                                (Auckland, New Zealand) 
                            Hepburn, Dr. Ross, 1949-1950        
                                (Christchurch, New Zealand) 
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       19               Norway, 1924-1939 
                            Aasland, Julius O., 1924-1939       
                                (Stavanger, Norway) 
       20               Scotland, 1920-1950 
                          J – S 
                            Prentice, George, 1947-1950         
                                (Bellshill, Lamarkshire,        
                            Scotland) 
       21               South America (Brazil, 1939-1945 -      
                            Chile, 1922 - Venezuela, 1939) 
                          Simoes, Augusto de Almeida,     
      1939-1945 (Paraiba, Brazil) 
       22               Switzerland, 1912-1924 
                          Quartier, La-Tente, 1912-1924         
                              (Neuchatel, Switzerland) 
                            (Geneva, Switzerland) 
       23               West Indies, 1927-1944 (Haiti, 1941  
                          - Jamaica, 1927 - Virgin Island,      
                            1944) 
                          C - M 
 
 9    Masonic Legal Papers 
        1             Legal Papers, 1910, 1922 
        2             Legal Papers, 1927, 1933 
        3             Legal Papers, 1950, 1960-1961, n.d. 

          Masonic Supply Company 
        4             Supply Companies, 1907-1948 
        5             Supply Companies, 1949-1951 
 
Container List 
 
Box Folder Reel 
  
10           5      Masonic Writings 
                      Harry A. Williams 
        1               A - C 
        2               C - H 
        3               H 
        4               I – O 



Henry Albro Williamson - page 16 
 
        5               P - W 
11                    Other Authors 
        1               A - D 
        2               G - S 
        3               T - W 
        4               Anonymous B - D 
        5               Anonymous G - W 
 
12      6           Masonic Records 
     Volume 

 
 
        1             Hall of Carthaginian Lodge,               
                          Brooklyn, New York, 1904-1908 
        2             Minutes of Free and Accepted Masons       
                          of N.Y. State, 1912-1913 
 
13                    Carthaginian Lodge, No. 47 
        3               1921 
        4               1920-1921 
        5               1925-1926 
        6               1926-1930 
 
     Volume 
14      7             Notary Public Kings County, Clerk's       
                          Office, Register, 1930 
        8             Minutes of the Proceedings of the         
                          United Grand Lodge of New York State, 
                         1855 
     Folder 
        1             Annual Reports - Miscellaneous            
                          Lodges, 1901, 1929-1930, 1948 
 
15     7      Masonic Printed Material 
                      Masonic Lodge - Related Publications 
        1               Alabama 
        2               Arizona 
        3               Arkansas 
        4               California 
        5               Colorado 
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Container List 
 
Box Folder Reel 
 
15      6    7          Connecticut 
        7               Delaware 
        8               District of Columbia 
        9               Georgia 
       10               Illinois 
       11               Illinois 
       12               Indiana 
       13               Iowa 
       14               Kansas 
       15               Kentucky 
       16               Louisiana 
       17    8          Maryland 
 
       18               Massachusetts 
       19               Massachusetts 
       20               Michigan  
 
16      1               Minnesota 
        2               Missouri 
        3               Montana 
        4               Nebraska 
        5               New Mexico 
        6               New Jersey A - M   
        7               New Jersey P (Most Worshipful Prince    
                            Hall Grand Lodge) 
        8               New Jersey P (M. W. Prince Grand        
                            Lodge) 
        9               New Jersey P (M. W. Prince Grand        
                            Lodge)   
       10    9          New Jersey P (Progressive Lodge,  
                          No. 17) 
       11               New Jersey P (Progressive Lodge,  
                          No. 17 - Meeting Notices) 
       12               New Jersey P - Z 
       13               New York   A  (Antioch Lodge) 
       14               New York   A 
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       15               New York   B 
       16               New York   C  (Carthaginian Lodge, 
                          No. 47)    
       17               New York   C  (Carthaginian Lodge, 
                          No. 47 - Meeting Notices)  
17      1       New York   C  (Celestial Lodge,         
                            No.3)     
        2               New York   C     
 
Container List 
 
Box Folder Reel 
 
17    3    9          New York   D     
        4               New York   E     
        5               New York   F     
        6               New York   G     
        7               New York   G  (Most Worshipful Grand    
                            Lodge of New York)     
        8               New York   G  (Most Worshipful Grand    
                            Lodge of New York) 
        9    10         New York   H  (Hiram Masonic Relief     
                            Association) 
       10               New York   J  (Jephthah Lodge,  
                          No. 89) 
       11               New York   J  (Justice Lodge -          
                            Meeting Notices) 
       12               New York   K 
       13               New York   L 
       14               New York   M 
       15               New York   N  (Nathan Straus Lodge) 
       16               New York   P  (Post Office Square       
                            Club) 
       17               New York   P  (M.W. Prince Hall         
                            Grand Lodge of N.Y.) 
       18               New York   P  (M.W. Prince Hall         
                            Grand Lodge of N.Y.) 
       19               New York   P 
       20               New York   R 
       21               New York   S 
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       22               New York   S 
 
18      1    11         New York   T 
        2               New York   U - W 
        3               North Carolina 
        4               Ohio 
        5               Ohio 

   6               Oklahoma 
        7               Oregon 
        8               Pennsylvania 
        9               Rhode Island 
       10               South Carolina 
       11               Texas 
       12               Vermont 
       13               Virginia 
       14               Washington 
       15               West Virginia 
 
Container List 
 
Box Folder Reel 
 
18     16    12         Wisconsin 
       17               Order of Knight Companions 
       18               Knights Templar 
       20               Scottish Rite - U.S.A. 
       21               Newspaper Clippings, 1888-1939 
       22               Newspaper Clippings, 1940-1957 
 
19      1               Africa  (East) 
        2               Africa  (West) 
        3               British Commonwealth Countries 
        4               Canada 
        5               China 
        6               France 
        7               Germany 
        8               Mexico 
        9    13         Norway 
       10               Nova Scotia 
       11               Rumania 
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       12               Switzerland 
       13               West Indies 
       14               Foreign Meeting Notices 
       15               Foreign Meeting Notices 
       16               Foreign Meeting Notices 
 
20                      General Masonic Publications 
        1                 Alexanders' Magazine 
        2                 The American Freemason 
        3                 American Mason, 1923                  
        4                 Conference of Grand Masters  
                            (Prince Hall) Annual Session  
        5                 Cooperation, 1942 
        6                 The Freemason 
        7                 Grand Lodge Bulletin, 1940-1946 
        8                 The Masonic Beacon 
        9                 Masonic Inspiration 
       10                 Masonic News 
       11                 Masonic Quarterly  
       12                 Masonic Quarterly Review  
       13                 National Federated Craft News 
       14                 Perfect Ashlar 
       15                 The Philalethes 
       16                 The Prince Hall Masonic Review,       
                              1937-1943 
 
Container List 
 
Box Folder Reel 
 
20     17    13           The Prince Hall Masonic Review, 
                            1944-1951 
       18                 Prince Hall Yearbook 
       19                 Miscellaneous 
 
21     14   Prince Hall Masonry--History 
        1               A 
        2               B 
        3               C 
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        4               Clippings 
        5               G 
        6               H 
        7               I 
        8               Index of Negro Bogus Masonic Bodies,    
                            Vol. I 
        9               Index of Negro Bogus Masonic Bodies,    
                            Vol. II 
 
       10               Index of Negro Bogus Masonic Bodies,    
                            Vol. III 
       11               M 
       12               M 
       13               M 
 
22      1               N 
        2               O 
        3               P 
        4               P 
        5               R  
 
23                    Order Of The Eastern Star 
        1               Correspondence, 1916-1939 
        2               Correspondence, 1940-1958 
        3               Blanche C. Williamson - Papers 
        4               Constitutions, 1904-1940 
        5               Constitutions, 1927-1938, New York 
        6               Eureka Grand Chapter 
        7               "Original" Eureka Grand Chapter         
             Legal Papers, 1915-1952 
        8                 Trial Procedure 
        9                 Campbell vs. Marshall, 1937 
       10                 Campbell vs. Marshall  
 
Container List 
 
Box Folder Reel 
 
24      1    15           Merritt vs. Truehart 



Henry Albro Williamson - page 22 
 
        2                 Mussenden vs. Day, Marshall and       
                              Winthrop 
        3                 Prince Hall vs. Eastern Star, 1921  
        4                 Progressive Chapter, No. 42 vs.       
                              Lillian S. Morse 
       5-6              Research Notes 
        7               Joppa Chapter, No. 30 
 
25                    Printed Material 
        1               District of Columbia 
        2               Georgia 
        3               Iowa 
        4               Minnesota 
        5               Missouri 
        6               New Jersey 
        7               New York 
        8               Pennsylvania 
 
        9               Texas 
       10               Virginia 
       11               West Virginia 
       12               Clippings 
       13               Women Freemason 
 
26                    Masonic Certificates 
        1               Blank Certificates 
        2               Personal - H. A. Williamson 
        3               Miscellaneous 
 
                      Masonic Scrapbooks 
Volume          
 1           16         Caucasian and Negro Freemasonry,        
                            1909-1910, 1936-1945 
 2                      Prince Hall and Caucasian               
                            Freemasonry, 1926, 1939, 1946-1947 
                        Caucasian and Negro Freemasonry         
   3                        1938-1944 
 4                        1916-1946 
 5           17           1944 
 6                        1929-1950 
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 7                      Masonic History and Activities,         
                            1931-1950 
 8                      Newspaper Clippings on Masonic          
                            Subjects, 1904-1933 
 
Container List 
 
Box Folder Reel 
 
Volume 
 
 9                      Letters to H. A. Williamson about       
                            the Prince Hall Lodge of Research   
                              of New York, 1944-1946 
10           18         Scrapbook about Carthaginian Lodge,     
                            No. 47, 1905-1932  
11                      Harold van Buren Voorhis 
12                      Testimonial Luncheon - Harry A.         
                            Williamson, 1958 
13                      Negro Masonry, 1924, 1948-1953 
 
14                      A Brief History of Negro Masonry,       
                            1907-1935 
 

  WILLIAMSON, HARRY A. 
 
Box 3  GENERAL WRITINGS 
 

  Albinia's Bequest 
       The Blue Print 
       The Brooklyn Literary Union 
       A Christmas Matin 
       A Christmas Commission, Class Song 
       The Colored Artists' Guild 
       Dear Friend 
       Dedication Hymn, P.S. 67, 1884 
       Esse Quam Vireri, 1892 
       Finis Opus Coronat 
       The Flow of the Hours 
       Freedmen and Freemen 
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       Girl Graduates (A Salutation) 
       Graduates' Song 
       History             Second Class 
       The Hour Supreme 
       Memories of Yesterday 
       Our Government 
       Passing of a Soul 
       A Quest (To Liveria T.) 
       The Quest of Today 
       Renting of Houses and the Colored People, a Story of     
            Brooklyn 
       The Story of First Class 
       True and Loyal 
       True to the Last 
       Uncounted Cost 
       A Word about the Forward Movement 
 
 

WILLIAMSON, HARRY A. 
 
Box 10 MASONIC WRITINGS 
 
       About the Alpha Lodge, No. 116 
       About the "York" Rite and About the National Grand Lodge 
            also About the Smooth Grand Lodge of Georgia 
       The Adoptive Rite (1914) 
       The Adoptive Rite Ritual 
       The American Negro and Freemasonry 
       The American Negro in Freemasonry 
       Ancient and Primitive Rite of Freemasonry or Rite of     
     Anent Negro Masonry 
       Anti-Masonic Movements 
       Arthur A. Schomburg:  The Freemason 
       Boyer Lodge No. 1 
       Caucasian Masonry vs. The Negro 
       Concerning the Holy Bible..... v. 1 1952 and 1953 
       Concerning the Holy Bible..... v. 2 1952 and 1953 
       Concerning Negro Masonry 
       Consistory or Council of Radosh 
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       English - Speaking Freemasonry versus the Grand Orient of 
           France 
       The 15' to 18' Degrees 
       Freemasonry and Men of Color in the United States 
       Freemasonry in Mexico 
       Freemasonry of the Negro of the United States (192?) 
       Grand Lodge (Prince Hall, N.Y.) Committee on Fraternal   
            Correspondence, Committee on Foreign Relations 
(1930)              and Report of the Fraternal Correspondence 
(1931) 
       A Glimpse into the Past 
       Here And There 
       Holy Royal Arch Masonry, Vols. I and II 
       Iowa (Caucasian) for 1935. 
       The Lodge of Perfection (Notes on the Scottish Rite      
            Degrees) 
       Masonic Proceedings 
       Masonic Vade Mecum (A Review) 
       Most Worshipful Henry A. Spencer 
       Negro Masonry 
       Negroes and Freemasonry (Typescript) 
       Negroes and Freemasonry (Printed) 
       Numbers in Freemasonry (1929)  
       The Order of the Eastern Star, 1938 
       Origin of Early Lodges in the United States 
       Origin of Freemasonry Among Negroes - In America 
       Our Grand Lodge (1931) 
       Outline of Ideas for the Preparation of a Volume to be   
            known as "The Book of Procedure" 
                                        
  WILLIAMSON, HARRY A. 
 
Box 10 MASONIC WRITINGS 
 
       An Outline of Recognized Masonic Systems 
       Pagan Mysteries and Freemasonry 
       The Position of Prince Hall Masonry 
       Prince Hall Freemasonry 
       Prince Hall Masonry, 1912 
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       Prince Hall Masonry, An Illustrated Lecture 
       Prince Hall or Negro Masonry (Typescript and Printed) 
       Race Prejudice in American Masonry 
       R. W. and Rev. John Peterson 
       Shall Negro Masons Be Recognized? 
       The Statutes of Our Grand Lodge 
       The Trend of Coming Events 
       The Truth About Negro Masonry 
       Was Masonry Instituted by a Negro? 
       We Have No Work To Do 
       Women and Freemasonry 
 
       OTHER AUTHORS 
 
Box 11 MASONIC WRITING 
 
       Aasland, Julius O. Lecture Pertaining to Prince Hall 
       Ames, Lewis G.  Negro Free Masonry, a Plea 

  Braithwaite,              A Painstaking Study of the     
            Accompanying System 
       Bruce, John Edward.  The Significance of Brotherhood;    
            Prince Hall, Pioneer of Negro Masonry 
       Carthaginian Lodge Historical Committee.  An Historical  
            Record of the Carthaginian Lodge, No. 47. 
       Cassell, Nathaniel H. B. Stones From The Quarries 
       Cerza, Alphonse.  Masonic Information Please 
       Committee on Masonic Information of Prince Hall Grand    
            Lodge, N.Y. Freemasonry among Men of Color in New 
York             State 
       Cooper, Aldrage B. Patterns of Brotherly Love 
       Curtis, Rodney L. Farewell Address - Joppa Lodge #55,    
         1930 
       Daniel, G. G. An Ode to Antioch 
       Davis, Harry Edward.  The Prince Hall Sodality, 1935 
       De Fontenoy, Marquise.  Earl of Cassillis Now Visiting in 
           America in Connection with Masonic Interest 
       Gilmore, F. Grant.  Prince Hall, et al 
       Grimshaw, William H.  Official History of Freemasonry    
            Among Colored People in North America, 1903 
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       Hall, Amos T. Spurious Freemasonry as it affects Prince  
            Hall Grand Lodges and Suggestions for the Treatment 
of             the Problem. 
       Johnson, Sol C.  History of The Grand Lodge (Savannah,   
            GA.), 1920 (fragments) 
       Johnson, William Henry. The Flagler Letter, 1882 
       Jones, John G.  An Address delivered by Noble John G.    
            Jones, 1897 
       King, Robert J.  A Brief History of Eureka Lodge #64, F. 
            and A. M., Chicago, Ill. 
       Laws, J.W. Oration on the Life of Hon. Alexander Clark 
       Lepper, John Heron.  Notes on the History of True Blue   
            Masonic  Lodge #253 
       Mackall, Kenneth W.  The Mason Word, The Master's Word,  
            and The Substitute, 1957 
       Mackall, Kenneth W.  The Negro in Freemasonry, 1957 
       Parker, George W.  An Unsolved Controversy Masonic Ritual 
       Pirtle, Henry.  Remarks 
       Ralph, Julian.  A Brief Sketch of the Life of William H. 
            Johnson, Past Grand Master of Masons  
  
 
Box 11 MASONIC WRITING cont'd 
 
       Romeo, Frank J. Masonic Collection of Odes 
       St. Clair, Ward K.  Masonry and Friendship, 1951 
       St. Clair, Ward K.  Seven Famous Lodges, 1952 
       Schomburg, Arthur A.  Chevalier St. George 
       Schombrug, Arthur A.  Freemasonry vs. an 'Inferior'?  
         Race, 1922 
       Schomburg, Arthur A.  Masonic Truths 
       Shepherd, Silas H.  An Invaluable Bibliography 
       Speed, Frederick.  From the Southland, 1959 
       Stewart, L. C.  Negro Masonry of Today 
       Stidger, K. T.  Chinese Freemasonry; its Origins, Aims,  
            Purpose  
       Thomas, Edward R.  Thoughts 
       Voorhis, Harold Van Buren.  Negro Masons in the United   
            States (An Address) 
       Voorhis, Harold Van Buren.  Notes on Alpha Lodge No. 116  
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       Walker, Wendell K.  The Masonic Treasures of New York 
       Wilson, Harold.  Intelligence and Notes from the Field of 
           Masonic Research 
       Wilson, Harold.  Memorandum re: Article in the Barbados  
            "Advocate" 
       Wilson, H. A. (Reproduced by) Steeping Victory 
 
 
       MASONIC WRITINGS 
 
       Anonymous 
  
       Boyer Lodge of Sorrow (typescript) 
       California Colored Masons - Clandestinism 
       Celebration of the Feast of St. John 
       Celestial Re-cords (Typescript), 1951 
       Ceremonies, For the Dedication of the Hall of Summer     
            Lodge, Mass., 1906 
       Clandestine Masonry 
       Clandestinism 
       Clandestinism in American Masonry 
       Colored Lodges 
       Committee of Foreign Relations of our Grand Lodge 
       Duties of Officers, The Grand Master, Article XVI 
       Freemasonry in the 38th Regiment 
       Grand Master's Address 
       Grand Master's Annual Address (Michigan) 
       Grand Lodge of England 
       Henry Austin Spencer 
       A Leaf from the Olden Time 
       Negro Clandestinism 
       A Negro Made a Freemason 
       Negro Masonry in America 
       The Organization and Convention 
       Roster of Lodges 
       Scipio Africanus 
       Syllabus of Masonic Study 
       Syllabus - Suggestions for Course of Study 
       Warnings Against Clandestinism Sounded in Committee      
            Reports - MASONIC OUTLOOK 



Henry Albro Williamson - page 29 
 
  
 
 SEPARATION RECORD 
 
The following items were removed from: 
 
Name of Collection/Papers  Harry A. Williamson                  
Accession Number  SCM 77-55, 76-27, 77-78, 78-29         
Donor:  Harry A. Williamson                                     
Gift  X                      Purchase                     
Date received:  1936-1965          
Date transferred:  1970s              
 
The item(s) listed below have been sent to the division 
indicated, either to be retained or disposed of there.  Any 
items that should receive special disposition are clearly 
marked. 
 

Schomburg Art and Artifacts Division: 

 4 plaques                                                      

   Masonic apron and numerous Masonic medals                     

Schomburg Photographs and Print Division: 

Several photographs                                              
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