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Summary

Creator:  Utility Club (New York , N.Y.)

Title:  Utility Club of New York City records

Date:  1947-1990

Size:  0.83 linear feet (2 boxes)

Source:  Gift, Marilyn H. Nance, Oct. 1995

Revision History:  This finding aid was updated by Allison Hughes.

Abstract:  The Utility Club of New York City was founded in April 1917 to raise money and entertain
soldiers during World War I. Over the years it evolved into a community organization focusing on
expanding volunteer service throughout Harlem. Led by Mrs. Louise Fisher Morris who was president
from 1933 until her death in 1979, the Utility Club awarded scholarships and educational aid, in addition
to annual contributions to over thirty social welfare and civic agencies and organizations. An annual
event was the anniversary luncheon in which members of the community were honored. In 1954 the
Utility Club presented its first annual debutante cotillion, which served as the Club's prime fund raising
affair. The Utility Club of New York City Records consist of letters of acknowledgement from the
recipients of funds donated by the Club, invitations and programs for events it sponsored, and souvenir
journals for luncheons and cotillions.

Preferred citation:  [Item], Utility Club of New York City records, Sc MG 581, Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture, Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division, The New York Public
Library

Language of the Material:  English

Creator History

The Utility Club of New York City was founded in April 1917 to raise money and entertain soldiers
during World War I. Over the years it evolved into a community organization focusing on expanding
volunteer service throughout Harlem. Led by Mrs. Louise Fisher Morris who was president from 1933
until her death in 1979, the Utility Club awarded scholarships and educational aid, in addition to annual
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contributions to over thirty social welfare and civic agencies and organizations. An annual event was the
anniversary luncheon in which members of the community were honored. In 1954 the Utility Club
presented its first annual debutante cotillion, which served as the Club's prime fund raising affair.

Scope and Content Note

The Utility Club of New York City Records consist of letters of acknowledgement from the recipients of
funds donated by the Club, invitations and programs for events it sponsored, and souvenir journals for
luncheons and cotillions.

Key Terms

Subjects
African American women -- New York (State) -- New York -- Societies and clubs
African Americans -- New York (State) -- New York -- Charities
African Americans -- New York (State) -- New York -- Societies, etc
Women -- New York (State) -- New York -- Societies and clubs

Geographic Names
Harlem (New York, N.Y.)
New York (N.Y.) -- Societies and clubs

Genre/Physical Characteristic
Souvenir programs

Names
Utility Club (New York , N.Y.)
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Container List

b. 1 f. 1 Constitution and Bylaws

Letters
b. 1 f. 2 1953-1964
b. 1 f. 3 1965
b. 1 f. 4 1966
b. 1 f. 5 1967
b. 1 f. 6 1968
b. 1 f. 7 1969
b. 1 f. 8 1970
b. 1 f. 9 1971

b. 1 f. 10 1972
b. 1 f. 11 1973
b. 1 f. 12 1974
b. 1 f. 13 1975
b. 1 f. 14 1976
b. 1 f. 15 1977
b. 1 f. 16 1978-1979
b. 1 f. 17 1979
b. 1 f. 18 1980s
b. 1 f. 19 1986
b. 1 f. 20 Invitations
b. 1 f. 21 Programs
b. 1 f. 22 Memorial Service Programs
b. 1 f. 23 Clippings

Souvenir Journals
b. 2 f. 1 Fortieth Anniversary 1957

b. 2 f. 2 Forty-fifth Anniversary 1962

b. 2 f. 3 Fiftieth Anniversary 1967

b. 2 f. 4 Fifty-fifth Anniversary 1972

b. 2 f. 5 Fifty-eighth Anniversary 1975

b. 2 f. 6 Sixtieth Anniversary 1977

b. 2 f. 7 Sixty-first Anniversary 1978

b. 2 f. 8 Sixty-second Anniversary 1979

b. 2 f. 9 Sixty-seventh Anniversary 1984

b. 2 f. 10 Seventieth Anniversary 1987

b. 2 f. 11 Seventy-second Anniversary 1989

b. 2 f. 12 Seventy-third Anniversary 1990
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