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Creator History

In 1985, A Common Destiny: Blacks and American Society was published by the Commission on
Behavioral and Social Sciences of the National Research Council. The work was prepared by the
Committee on the Status of Black Americans, which was charged by the Commission to "...marshall
descriptive data on the changing position of Blacks in American society since 1940;...and explore the
consequences, anticipated and unanticipated, of public and private initiatives to ameliorate the position
of Blacks in America." Topics included health, racial attitudes, identity, political participation, economics,
education, and crime. Authors of these papers included Derrick Bell, Clayborne Carson, Henry Louis
Gates, Henry F. Jackson, Martin Kilson, Julianne Malveaux, and Richard J. Powell. The chair of the
committee was Robin M. Williams, Jr., and Gerald David Jaynes was the study director; both served as
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editors of the final report.

Scope and Content Note

The National Research Council Committee on the Status of Black Americans Working Papers consists
of thirty-three essays prepared by prominent scholars in several fields as background for the
publication, A Common Destiny: Blacks and American Society (National Academy Press, 1989).
Although thirty-six papers were commissioned, three were not given to the Schomburg Center because
they were not deposited with the NAS. Correspondence and other administrative material are located in
the National Academy of Sciences archives.

Arrangement:  Arranged al;phabetically by author's last name.

Key Terms

Subjects
African American children
African American children -- Education
African American families
African American soldiers
African Americans -- Economic conditions
African Americans -- Education
African Americans -- Education (Higher)
African Americans -- Employment
African Americans -- Health and hygiene
African Americans -- Housing
African Americans -- Medical care
African Americans -- Politics and government
African Americans -- Social conditions
African Americans -- Suffrage
African Americans -- Violence against
African Americans in art
African Americans in literature
African Americans in mass media
Authors, Black

Names
Bell, Derrick, 1930-2011
Carson, Clayborne, 1944-
Gates, Henry Louis, Jr.
Jaynes, Gerald David
Malveaux, Julianne
Powell, Richard J., 1953-
Williams, Robin M., Jr., 1914-2006
National Research Council (U.S.). Committee on the Status of Black Americans
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Container List

b. 1 f. 1 Anderson, Elijah. "Of Old Heads and Young Boys: Notes on Urban Black
Experience" 1986 September

b. 1 f. 2 Bates, Timothy. "Paper on Black Entrepreneurship" 1986

b. 1 f. 3 Bell, Derrick A. "The Gyroscopic Effect in American Racial Reform: The Law
and Race from 1940-1986" 1986

b. 1 f. 4 Bradford, William D. "Wealth, Assets and Income of Black Households" 1988

b. 1 f. 5 Carson, Clayborne. "Paper on Racial Advocacy in Afro-American Life" 1986

b. 1 f. 6 Cooney, Mark. "Racial Discrimination in Police-Citizen Encounters: A Review
of Empirical Literature" 1987

b. 1 f. 7 Davis, Karen and Marsha Lilli-Blanton. "Health Care for Black Americans:
Trends in Financing and Delivery" 1986

b. 1 f. 8 Eitzen, D. Stanley. "Black Athletes in American Society since 1940: Continuity
and Change in Racial Barriers to Equal Participation" 1986

b. 1 f. 9 Feinlieb, Marcia. "Health of Black Americans: A Chartbook" undated

b. 1 f. 10 Gates, Henry Louis. "From Native Sons to Native Daughters: The Afro-
American Literary Tradition, 1940-1985" 1986

b. 1 f. 11 Glaser, James M. "Blacks and Liberalism" 1988

b. 1 f. 12 Hagen, Michael G. "Racial Differences in Voter Registration and Turnout" 1988

b. 1 f. 13 Hanks, Lawrence J. "Black Voter Mobilization since 1960" 1986

b. 1 f. 14 Jackson, Henry F. "The Role of Black Americans in U.S. Foreign Policy:
Search for New Power" 1987

b. 1 f. 15 Johnson, Sylvia T. "Extra-School Factor in Achievement, Attainments, and
Aspirations among Junior and Senior High School-Aged Black Youth" 1987

b. 2 f. 1 Karwiet, Nancy. "Elementary Education and Black Americans: Raising the
Odds" 1986

b. 2 f. 2 Kendrick, Ann. "The Core Economic Beliefs of Blacks and Whites" 1988

b. 2 f. 3 Kilson, Martin. "Report on Black Politics in Comparative Perspective: A Study
in the Politics of Inclusion" 1987

b. 2 f. 4 Laney, Garrine P. "The Evolution of Equal Opportunity Employment
Programs, 1940-1985" 1987

b. 2 f. 5 Malveaux, Julianne. "The Economic Status of Black Women: An Overview
and Notes on Interpretation" 1986

b. 2 f. 6 Moskos, Charles C. and John S. Butler. "Blacks in the Military since World
War II" 1986

b. 2 f. 7 Moss, Philip. "Changing Public Sector Employment and the Occupational
Advancement of Blacks, Women, and Hispanics" 1986

b. 2 f. 8 Myers, Samuel L. and William J. Sabol. "Crime and the Black Community:
Issues in the Understanding of Race and Crime in America" undated

b. 2 f. 9 Nelson, William. "The Role of the Black Church in Politics" 1987

b. 2 f. 10 Newburger, Harriet B. "The Impact of Federal Housing Programs on Black
Americans" undated

b. 2 f. 11 Owens, Charles. "The Impact of Black Criminal Justice Practitioners on the
Operation Criminal Justice System" 1987
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b. 2 f. 12 Pallas, Aaron M. "Black-White Differences in Adolescent Educational
Outcomes" 1987

b. 3 f. 1 Powell, Richard J. "The Visual Arts and Afro-America, 1940-1980" 1986

b. 3 f. 2 Schofield, Janet Ward. "School Desegregation and Black Americans" 1986

b. 3 f. 3 Scott-Jones, Diane. "Black Families and the Education of Black Children:
Current Issues" 1986

b. 3 f. 4 Stroman, Carolyn A. "The Black Media and Black Americans" 1986

b. 3 f. 5 Wilkinson, Doris Y. "A Profile of the Nation's Resources: Academic Missions
and Cultures of Traditionally Black Colleges and Universities" 1987

b. 3 f. 6 Zatz, Marjorie S. and Kathleen A. Cameron. "Racial Disparities in
Prosecutorial Decisions and Plea Bargaining" 1987
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