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Summary

Creator:  Jackson, William C. (William Calvin), 1883-1965

Title:  William C. Jackson papers
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Size:  0.63 linear feet (2 boxes)
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Abstract:  William Calvin Jackson was a leader of local, civic and religious organizations in Springfield,
Massachusetts, active primarily in the African-American community. He was a member of a number of
organizations, including the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the
Council of Churches of Greater Springfield, where he served as president of the Men's Division. He
was also the grand master of the District Grand Lodge of the Grand United Order of the Odd Fellows.
Jackson was deacon and chairman of fund raising activities at the Alden Street Baptist Church, and
served as treasurer and member of the board of directors of the Douglas Realty Company, a black
owned and run agency. He worked for the Mutual Life Insurance Company of Springfield for 43 years,
from 1906-1949. The William C. Jackson Papers contain very little personal material, and consists
primarily of organizational files including the Past Grand Masters Council of the Grand United Order of
Odd Fellows in America. These records contain minutes, correspondence, financial statements, printed
manuals, published rules and regulations, rituals, instructions for installation ceremonies, lectures,
programs, and songs. Also included are advertisements for dress and regalia. The Alden Street Baptist
Church material is represented by correspondence, financial information and programs, 1911-1948.
There are also a ledger, financial statements, and correspondence for the Douglas Realty and Loan
Company of which Jackson was treasurer. Jackson also served as vice president of the New England
Tennis Association; a program from a 1931 tournament forms part of the collection.

Preferred citation:  [Item], William C. Jackson papers, Sc MG 450, Schomburg Center for Research in
Black Culture, Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division, The New York Public Library

Language of the Material:  English
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William Calvin Jackson was a leader of local, civic and religious organizations in Springfield,
Massachusetts, active primarily in the African-American community. He was a member of a number of
organizations, including the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the
Council of Churches of Greater Springfield, where he served as president of the Men's Division. He
was also the grand master of the District Grand Lodge of the Grand United Order of the Odd Fellows.
Jackson was deacon and chairman of fund raising activities at the Alden Street Baptist Church, and
served as treasurer and member of the board of directors of the Douglas Realty Company, a black
owned and run agency. He worked for the Mutual Life Insurance Company of Springfield for 43 years,
from 1906-1949.

Scope and Content Note

The William C. Jackson Papers contain very little personal material, and consists primarily of
organizational files including the Past Grand Masters Council of the Grand United Order of Odd Fellows
in America. These records contain minutes, correspondence, financial statements, printed manuals,
published rules and regulations, rituals, instructions for installation ceremonies, lectures, programs, and
songs. Also included are advertisements for dress and regalia. The Alden Street Baptist Church
material is represented by correspondence, financial information and programs, 1911-1948. There are
also a ledger, financial statements, and correspondence for the Douglas Realty and Loan Company of
which Jackson was treasurer. Jackson also served as vice president of the New England Tennis
Association; a program from a 1931 tournament forms part of the collection.
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Container List

b. 1 f. 1 Personal 1934-1965

b. 1 f. 2 West Alabama Normal Industrial Training School for Negro Young Men and
Women 1881-1912

Past Grand Masters Council United Order of Odd Fellows of America Golden
Chain Lodge 1549

b. 1 f. 3 Rules and Ceremony 1871-1919

b. 1 f. 4 Bound Minutes 1918-1929

b. 1 f. 5 Minutes 1852-1934

b. 1 f. 6 Correspondence 1912-1948

b. 1 f. 7 Financial 1921-1939

b. 1 f. 8 Miscellaneous 1907-1932

b. 1 f. 9 Third Baptist Church Annual Reports 1905-1910

Alden Street Baptist Church
b. 2 f. 1 Correspondence 1911-1945

b. 2 f. 2 Financial 1944-1948

b. 2 f. 3 Programs 1944-1945

Douglas Realty and Loan Company
b. 2 f. 4 Correspondence 1910-1939

b. 2 f. 5 Financial 1910-1939

b. 2 f. 6 New England Tennis Association 1929-1931

b. 2 f. 7 Miscellaneous 1912-1965
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