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Creator History

Edward "Eddie" Valentine Bonnemeére (1921-1996) was an African American jazz pianist, church
musician, composer, arranger, and music instructor. Born and raised in New York City, he attended
Saint Mark's Roman Catholic School in Harlem and DeWitt Clinton High School in the Bronx, then went
on to earn a Bachelor of Science degree (1949) and Master's degree (1950) in music education from
New York University.




Upon earning his Master's degree, Bonnemere began working as a music teacher in New York City
public schools, teaching at a number of schools in the Bronx, Manhattan, and Brooklyn over a thirty-
three year career. His longest tenure was eleven years at Intermediate School 55 (Oceanhill-
Brownsville) in Brooklyn, where he taught vocals and instrumental music, eventually being promoted to
head of the music department. Additionally, he directed the Brooklyn Public School choir and was an
instructor at the Community School at St. Thomas the Apostle Church in Harlem.

Bonnemere also had an active music career outside of the public schools. He was conductor, arranger,
composer, and performer in his own band, the Edward V. Bonnemére Quartet, which began performing
in 1950. They played at such New York City venues as Saint Peter's Church, the Embers, Riverboat,
and the Apollo Theater. From 1950 to 1955, Bonnemére was also the band leader at the Savoy
Ballroom in Harlem, performing with such musicians as Count Basie, Duke Ellington, Lucky Millinder,
and Erskine Hawkins.

In 1966, Bonnemére earned a second master's degree in theory and composition from Hunter College,
and a professional diploma in music theory from Teachers College at Columbia University. That same
year he took on the role of conductor, arranger, and composer for the Jesu Choir and Ensemble at
Saint Peter's Church, introducing jazz into Catholic mass with "Miss Hodierna," a composition that also
served as his Hunter College master's thesis.

Between 1965 and 1973, Bonnemeére released three jazz albums, Jazz Orient-ed (1965),Missa Laetare
(Mass Of Joy) (1969), and O Happy the People (1973). He garnered acclaim for his incorporation of
jazz music into church services, and in 1970 was named the director of liturgical music at Saint Thomas
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in New York City. In a subsequent performance at Saint Peter's
Church in 1971, Bonnemére melded jazz with Latin American rhythms to the Lutheran liturgy with his
composition, "Missa A Nuestro Dios."

Between the years 1970 and 1974, Bonnemeére received the Jazz/Folk/Ethnic Composition Fellowship
Grant from the National Endowment for the Arts. During this period, in 1973, the United States Army
invited the Eddie Bonnemére Quartet to tour West Germany in order to help promote race relations.
The following year, he returned to Germany with his quartet, where they premiered the "Mass for Every
Season" at the Stiftskirche in Neustadt.

Education remained important to Bonnemere, and he went back to school to attend Union Graduate
School in Yellow Springs, Ohio. In 1977, he earned a Ph.D. in Music and Education, writing a
dissertation entitled, "Composition — Journey in the Spirit" — Baptismal Liturgy for the Lutheran Church.

In 1983, Bonnemeére retired from teaching, but continued to compose and perform music throughout the
1980s. He died in 1996, survived by his wife, Cleo, and his sons Garry and Laurence.

Scope and Content Note

The Eddie Bonnemere papers date from 1930 to 1987 (bulk dates 1966-1987) and chronicle
Bonnemere's career as a music teacher, composer, and performer. The collection consists of
biographical information, correspondence, education files, fellowship and grant materials, music
compositions, teaching files, and scrapbooks.

The Biographical files include various versions of Bonnemére's resume, short biographical sketches,
and summaries of his career. There is also a small selection of handwritten personal reminiscences
and reflections penned by Bonnemeére.



Correspondence files are arranged chronologically, and primarily contain letters discussing musical
performances, church events, and professional engagements. While nearly all letters address
Bonnemeére's music or teaching career, there is a very small assortment of personal notes which
generally commemorate holidays or special events.

The Education files comprise transcripts, evaluations, and records of Bonnemére's schooling. Most
abundant are materials concerning his doctoral studies at Union Graduate School, which includes his
application for admissions, correspondence, notes, program summaries, research, and reports. Also
present are files from Bonnemere's time at New York University, Hunter College, Columbia Teachers
College, Juilliard School of Music, and his honorary degree from Susquehanna University. Education
files are arranged chronologically by institution.

Throughout his career Bonnemére often applied for fellowships and grant funding. Records of these
requests and subsequent awards are found in the Fellowships and Grants files. Among these materials
are records from the National Endowment for the Arts, New Jersey State Council on the Arts, and the
American Music Center composer assistance program.

Music and lyrics written by Bonnemeére are held in the Music Compositions files, which feature
published sheet music, handwritten scores, and song lyrics. Compositions are arranged alphabetically
by title when one is present, and untitled works are arranged chronologically. Additionally, there are
legal papers regarding copyright information, and financial files detailing royalties and sales information.

The Performance files contain clippings, flyers, programs, press releases, and reviews from concerts,
tours, and church services that span Bonnemere's entire professional career. The earliest program is
for a 1930 concert in which Bonnemere performed at St. Marks Hall in Harlem as part of a group called
The Little Bonnemere Bros. Additionally, Bonnemeére kept handwritten logs of his performances,
appearances, and reviews. The logs are located in box 13.

Bonnemere created three scrapbooks, all of which document his early New York City jazz career. The
scrapbooks hold programs, clippings, flyers, and photographs. Some pages include Bonnemere's
handwritten captions.

Items from Bonnemeére's tenure as a New York City public school music teacher are held in the
Teaching and Instruction files. Among these files are programs, yearbooks, notes from students, and
memoranda from school administrators. These files also contain materials from conferences
Bonnemeére attended, workshops he taught, and summer camps where he was a music instructor. Most
prevalent are files from Bonnemere's employment at Intermediate School 55 (Oceanhill-Brownsville) in
Brooklyn and Intermediate School 44 (William J. O'Shea) in Manhattan.

Arrangement: The collection is arranged alphabetically by topic, and chronologically within each topic.
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John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowship 1985
American Music Center Composer Assistance Program 1986
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Miscellaneous 1977-1986
Amity Music Corporation 1984
Agreements and Sales
Taxes 1984
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"Missa Hodierna" 1967
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1973
1973
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Teaching and Instruction (cont.)
New York City Public Schools (cont.)

1.S. 55 Ocean Hill/Brownsville (cont.)
1968-1971
1971-1973
1974-1976
1977-1979
1980-1983
Brooklyn Boro-Wide Chorus 1973-1983
P.S. 287 1968-1983
St. Thomas Community School 1972
Lefferts Junior High School 1973-1975
John Marshall I.S. 210 Spring Concert 1974
I.S. 44 William J. O'Shea Intermediate School
1979-1980
1981-1986
Community School District 13 1981-1983
Junior High School 258 David Ruggles Junior High School 1982-1984
Simon F. Rothschild Junior Hugh School 294 1983
Teaching Retirement 1984

Board of Cooperative Education Services (BOCES) Summer Institute for
Gifted and Talented Students

1984-1985
1986-1987
P.S. 327 Community School District 23 1986
Summer Camps 1965-1987
Vacation Day Camp 1965-1975
Camp Mowana/Camp Luther 1968-1981
Camp Calumet Lutheran
Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp 1983-1987
Workshops 1973-1986



