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integrate previously segregated occupations as well as his activities as an officer of the American
Bridge Association. In addition to biographical information about Daly, including published articles, the
collection contains his novel Not Only War, published in 1932 as well as short stories. There are also
journal and newspaper articles written by him regarding employment opportunities for minorities. Daly's
many speeches about youth employment presented at high schools, universities, radio stations and
organizations in the Washington, D. C. and Baltimore area can be found in the collection, beginning in
1941 through the 1960s.
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Creator History

Victor R. Daly was a founding member of the American Bridge Association (ABA), a Black membership
organization for bridge card playing tournaments, and an official with the United States Employment
Service (USES), Department of Labor, for the District of Columbia. In the 1920s and early 1930s he
wrote the novel Not Only War and several short stories, developing the theme of the African American
war experience. Daly joined the Department of Labor in 1934 in Washington, D. C. and used his
position with the USES to help create job opportunities for Black people in a variety of previously
segregated occupations. He retired from government employ in 1967.

In 1932 Daly was one of thirty-six founding members of the American Bridge Association, organized by
Blacks because of race prejudice and exclusion from membership and competition in the American
Contract Bridge League (ACBL). Despite attempts by Daly and others to break the color line, the refusal
of membership in the ACBL continued for decades. By creating their own organization, African
Americans were able to compete in national tournaments.

Daly served as Eastern vice president of the ABA from 1941 until 1943, and was its national president
from 1949 until 1964. During this period he devoted most of his energy to improving relations with and
breaking down racial barriers within the ACBL. One of Daly's accomplishments was the acceptance of
ABA by the American Hotel Association to stage its two annual national tournaments. Waldorf-Astoria
Hotel (New York, N.Y.) was the first of the major hotels to accept Black guests. Following this lead, other
professional Black organizations that hold annual conventions in various parts of the country were able
to find accommodation in some of the country's top hotels. Daly died in 1986.

Scope and Content Note

The Victor Daly Papers reflect Daly's efforts with the United States Employment Service to integrate
previously segregated occupations as well as his activities as an officer of the American Bridge
Association. In addition to biographical information about Victor Daly including published articles, the
collection contains his novel Not Only War, published in 1932 as well as short stories. There are also
journal and newspaper articles written by him regarding employment opportunities for minorities. Daly's
many speeches about youth employment presented at high schools, universities, radio stations and
organizations in the Washington, D. C. and Baltimore area can be found in the collection, beginning in
1941 through the 1960s. The American Bridge Association is represented by minutes, a general
correspondence file, and information about the ABA's national tournaments and its various regional
sections. There are players' handbooks, as well as minutes and reports of executive and national board
meetings and treasurer's reports, 1961-1986. The General Correspondence File, 1944-1980, contains
information about official ABA business such as board and committee appointments, correspondence
with other presidents and officers, and integration with the American Contract Bridge League and the
ACBL's Washington Bridge Unit. Daly's correspondence with Albert Morehead, a friend and the bridge
editor of The New York Times, is included. Also in the collection are Daly's editorials and messages that
appeared in the press and other media as well as files discussing arrangements for accommodations in
major hotels during national tournaments, a responsibility Daly assumed from 1945 to 1980. There are
files for the Time and Place Committee, which planned the upcoming national tournaments. Other files
contain information about the national tournaments and ABA bridge clubs located in various geographic
regions throughout the nation. The collection concludes with a number of news clippings about the ABA
and Victor Daly.
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Container List

Personal Papers 1947-1977

Biographical
b. 1 f. 1 Unknown date
b. 1 f. 2 Who's Who in America 1973 - 1977

b. 1 f. 3 Article about Daly by James Payne
b. 1 f. 4 Certificate – U.S Department of Labor 1955

b. 1 f. 5 Correspondence 1947 - 1965

Writings
b. 1 f. 6 Not Only War - Novel by Victor Daly 1932

b. 1 Unknown date

United States Employment Service
b. 1 Unknown Date
b. 1 News Clippings

Speeches
b. 1 Unknown date
b. 1 Speech Material

b. 1 f. 21 United Cerebral Palsy of Washington, D.C 1967 - 1969

American Bridge Association 1950-1986

b. 1 f. 22 History of ABA
b. 1 f. 23 Constitution and By-laws
b. 1 f. 24 Constitution and By-laws - Revised 1973

b. 1 f. 25 Handbook of Information 1954

b. 1 f. 26 "A Handbook For New Players" 1982

b. 1 f. 27 Agendas of Meetings 1950 - 1952

b. 1 f. 28 Executive Board Meetings – Minutes and Report 1961 - 1964

b. 1 f. 29 Summer Nationals - Minutes and Reports – New York 1975

Executive Board Meetings - Minutes
b. 1 1971-1972

b. 1 f. 32 1974
b. 1 f. 33 1976, 1978
b. 1 f. 34 Executive Board and Committee Meetings - Minutes 1973

b. 1 f. 35-36 Executive Board Meetings - Financial Records - Minutes 1980 - 1981

b. 1 f. 37 Executive Board Meetings – Minutes 1982

b. 1 f. 38 National Board Meetings 1983 - 1985

b. 1 f. 39 Executive Board Meetings - Minutes 1984

b. 1 f. 40 Miscellaneous Board Meetings - Minutes 1984 - 1985

b. 1 f. 41 Board Meetings - Minutes 1985

b. 1 f. 42 Executive Board - Minutes 1986

b. 2 f. 1 Fiscal Reports 1974 - 1975
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Treasurer's Reports

American Bridge Association (cont.)

b. 2 f. 2 1975 - 1980
b. 2 f. 3 1981
b. 2 f. 4 1982
b. 2 f. 5 1983 - 1984
b. 2 f. 6 Secretarial Handbook 1970

b. 2 f. 7 Code of Disciplinary Regulations 1981

General correspondence 1940-1986

American Contract Bridge League
b. 2 f. 8 Miscellaneous honors for Victor Daly 1951-1978

b. 2 f. 9 Integration with Washington Bridge League 1961-1980

b. 2 f. 10 A 1969-1979

Belshaw, E. T., President, ABA
b. 2 f. 11 1944-1948
b. 2 f. 12 1949-1952
b. 2 f. 13 Board and committee appointments 1948-1972

b. 2 f. 14 Brooks, Zach H., Chairman, Tournament Committee 1946-1970

b. 2 f. 15 Bulletin 1945-1976

b. 2 f. 16 Bush, James T., Vice President, ABA 1957-1960

b. 2 f. 17 B 1951-1977

b. 2 f. 18 Carr, Dewey M 1950-1960

b. 2 f. 19 Cavendish Club 1959-1973

b. 2 f. 20 Charitable contributions 1948-1964

b. 2 f. 21 Constitution and by-laws 1947-1977

b. 2 f. 22 Cox, Kenneth, ABA Eastern Section Vice President ca. 1940-1979

b. 2 f. 23 Curiel, Arthur R 1950

b. 2 f. 24 C 1946-1964

b. 2 f. 25 Davis, Alfred E., ABA Treasurer 1945-1953

b. 2 D 1947-1981

b. 2 f. 27-30 Editorials and speeches 1951-1981

b. 2 f. 31 E 1945-1959

b. 2 f. 32 "Financial Privileges and Problems" 1949-1977

b. 2 f. 33 Frey, Richard 1963-1972

b. 2 f. 34 F 1945-1964

b. 2 f. 35 Geographical organizations 1962-1963

b. 2 f. 36 Ginn, Guy A., ABA Vice President, Western Section 1950-1953

b. 2 f. 37 Goode, Beatrice, ABA Vice President, Southern Section 1949-1963

b. 2 f. 38-39 Goode, P. W., ABA Vice Chairman, Executive Board 1950-1967

Gregoire, Faustino
b. 2 f. 40-41 ABA Chairman, Executive Board 1944-1952

b. 2 f. 42 American Contract Bridge League sanctions 1947-1951
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b. 2 f. 43 G 1946-1959

General correspondence (cont.)

b. 2 f. 44 Hazen, Lee 1952-1966

b. 2 f. 45 Heard, Wilson D., Tournament and Convention Manager 1980

b. 2 f. 46-47 Henderson, Irving 1949-1978

b. 3 f. 1-7 Hotel arrangements and correspondence 1945-1980

b. 3 f. 8 H 1946-1964

b. 3 f. 9 Integration 1952-1969

b. 3 f. 10 Jackson, Veronica 1947-1964

b. 3 f. 11 Jones, Christiana P 1959-1964

b. 3 f. 12 Jones, Arnold, ABA President 1974

b. 3 f. 13 Landy, Alvin 1952-1959

b. 3 f. 14 Membership undated

b. 3 f. 15-17 Morehead, Albert 1949-1966

b. 3 f. 18 Morris, Robert, Good Neighbor Social Club, New York 1945-1948

b. 3 f. 19 Mosley, Ruth H 1947-1966

b. 3 f. 20 National Scholarship Program 1964-1978

b. 3 f. 21 Newspaper publicity 1948-1975

b. 3 f. 22 Peterson, Alberta - scholarship 1958-1979

b. 3 f. 23 Polk, Cornelius G 1958-1964

b. 3 f. 24 P 1964-1973

b. 3 f. 25 Robinson, Maurice 1963-1967

b. 3 f. 26 Ross, Kermit 1958-1959

b. 3 f. 27 R 1958-1964

b. 3 f. 28 Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture 1985

b. 3 f. 29 Sheinwold, Alfred 1959-1962

b. 3 f. 30 Sheppard, Jacqueline 1962-1975

b. 3 f. 31 Shorter, Kenneth 1958-1970

b. 3 f. 32 Speakers at tournament 1957-1976

b. 3 f. 33 Stevens, Georgia L 1948-1963

b. 3 f. 34 S 1958-1974

b. 3 f. 35 Tatem, William 1949

b. 3 f. 36-38 Taylor, Pauline 1958-1973

b. 3 f. 39-41 Time and Place Committee 1966-1976

b. 3 f. 42-44 Tours 1947-1977

b. 3 f. 45 Townsell, Morgan 1960-1980

b. 3 f. 46 Truscott, Alan F., The New York Times bridge columnist 1965-1966

b. 3 f. 47 T 1962-1973

b. 3 f. 48 V 1952-1957

Washington Bridge League, ACBL
b. 4 f. 1 Desegregation 1956-1967

b. 4 f. 2 Bulletin 1964-1986
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b. 4 f. 3 Washington Bridge Unit, ABA 1949-1983

General correspondence (cont.)

b. 4 f. 4 Woodbridge, Allan L 1958-1964

b. 4 f. 5 W 1955-1979

b. 4 f. 6 Y 1959-1960

National tournaments 1944-1986

b. 4 f. 7-10 Summer 1946-1957

b. 4 f. 11 Spring and summer reports 1966-1982

b. 4 f. 12 Spring and summer 1969-1975

b. 4 f. 13 Summer 1973

b. 4 f. 14 Spring and summer 1978-1980

b. 4 f. 15 Summer 1982

b. 4 f. 16 Spring and summer 1983

b. 4 f. 17 Golden Anniversary program 1983

b. 4 f. 18-20 Spring and summer 1984-1986

b. 4 f. 21-22 Trophy and playing cards donations 1944-1971

b. 4 f. 23 Women's Committee 1949-1964

Bridge clubs 1944-1985

b. 4 f. 24-26 Eastern section 1944-1985

b. 4 f. 27-28 Great Lakes and Midwest 1947-1970

b. 4 f. 29 Mid-Atlantic Bridgemasters Club 1963-1976

b. 4 f. 30 Mid-West, I. J. Joseph 1952-1966

b. 4 f. 31 Mid-West Chicago Contact Bridge Association 1952-1955

b. 4 f. 32-33 Southern section 1947-1978

b. 4 f. 34 Western Section, Margaret Hale, Western Vice President 1950-1964

b. 4 f. 35 Western United States 1947-1970

News clippings 1951-1984

b. 4 f. 36 About Daly 1951-1976

b. 4 f. 37-38 Tournaments 1960-1983

b. 4 f. 39-40 1958-1984
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