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Summary

Creator: Beth Ha-Tefilah Ethiopian Hebrew Congregation (Mount Vernon, N.Y.)

Title: Beth Ha-Tefilah Ethiopian Hebrew Congregation records

Date: 1963-1995

Size: 0.21 linear feet (1 box)

Source: Gift of Leana Yahonatan, July 1996.

Revision History: Finding aid updated by Lauren Stark.

Abstract: In 1972, Rabbi and Rabbinit Yahonatan founded the Beth Ha-Tefilah Ethiopian (Black)
Hebrew Congregation in St. Albans, Queens, New York, as a spiritual branch of the Headquarters
Commandment Keepers Ethiopian Hebrew Congregation in Harlem. By the early 1980s, the Beth Ha-
Tefilah congregation had relocated to Mount Vernon, New York. Although the temple was still in
existence as of 2005, there was no congregation. The Beth Ha-Tefilah Ethiopian Hebrew Congregation
records include the constitution; by-laws; minutes of board meetings (1963-1988); and a scrapbook
containing correspondence with other Hebrew congregations, newsletters, flyers, programs, and copies
of telegrams expressing sympathy upon the death of members' relatives.

Preferred citation: [ltem], Beth Ha-Tefilah Ethiopian Hebrew Congregation records, Sc MG 568,
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division, The
New York Public Library

Language of the Material: English

Processing note: Accessioned by Chandra Buie, July 1996, and Janice Quinter, May 2005.
Separated Materials:

Transferred to the Moving Image and Recorded Sound Division: audio materials. For more information,

please contact the division at schomburgaudiovisual@nypl.org or 212-491-2270.

Transferred to the Photographs and Prints Division: photographs.




Creator History

In 1972, Rabbi and Rabbinit Yahonatan founded the Beth Ha-Tefilah Ethiopian (Black) Hebrew
Congregation in St. Albans, Queens, New York, as a spiritual branch of the Headquarters
Commandment Keepers Ethiopian Hebrew Congregation in Harlem. By the early 1980s, the Beth Ha-
Tefilah congregation had relocated to Mount Vernon, New York. Although the temple was still in
existence as of 2005, there was no congregation.

Scope and Content Note

The Beth Ha-Tefilah Ethiopian Hebrew Congregation records include the constitution; by-laws; minutes
of board meetings (1963-1988); and a scrapbook containing correspondence with other Hebrew
congregations, newsletters, flyers, programs, and copies of telegrams expressing sympathy upon the
death of members' relatives.

Key Terms

Subjects

African American Jews

African Americans -- Religion
Jewish way of life

Judaism -- Customs and practices
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Constitution and by-laws 1989

Minutes 1963-1988

Correspondence 1978-1987

Programs and printed material 1973-1995
Scrapbook 1985-1993

Associated organizations 1982-1989

Memorial messages and obituaries 1978-1992
News clippings 1973-1983

"Malach Newsletter" 1965-1968
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