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Creator History

This collection of research materials about Harriet Tubman, nurse, spy, scout, and conductor on the
Underground Railroad, was assembled by historian-journalist Earl Conrad as supporting documentation
for a number of biographical works on this extraordinary daughter of Africa. It was deposited in the New
York Public Library's Schomburg Collection of Negro Literature and History by Mr. Conrad after
completion of his work.

Bronze tablet in memory of Harriet Tubman unveiled Friday, June 12, 1914, under the auspices of the
Auburn Business Men's Association and Cayuga County Historical Society, Auburn, New York.

In Memory of HARRIET TUBMAN
Born a Slave in Maryland About 1821
Died in Auburn, New York, March 10th 1913

Called the "Moses" of Her People During the Civil War, With Rare Courage She Led Over Three
Hundred Negroes Up From Slavery to Freedom and Rendered Invaluable Service as Nurse and Spy.

With Implicit Trust in God She Braved Every Danger and Overcame Every Obstacle Withal She
Possessed Extraordinary Foresight and Judgment so That She Truthfully Said --

"On My Underground Railroad | Nebber Run My Train Off De Track and | Nebber Los' a Passenger."
This Tablet is Erected by the Citizens of Auburn, 1914.

Chronology 1820 Born, Bucktown, Dorchester County, Maryland 1844 Married John Tubman, Black
Free Man 1849 Escaped from slavery leaving behind her parents, brothers, sisters, and husband 1849 -
59 Made 20 trips south carrying over 300 slaves back to freedom 1851 First arrived in Canada (St.
Catharine, Ontario) 1854 Rescued three of her brothers from slavery 1857 Rescued her parents from
slavery and settled with them in Auburn, New York 1859 Cooperated with John Brown in planning
Harper's Ferry Raid but was unable to participate 1860 Began addressing Women's Rights, Anti-
Slavery and Negro Conventions 1860 Battle of Troy, New York (Rescue of Charles Nalle) and departure
to Canada for safety-Last trip for railroad 1861 Return from Canada - involvement in War effort 1862
Joined the Department of the South at Beaufort, S.C. as "nurse, scout and spy," also served in Florida
and Georgia 1863 (June 2) Combahee Raid, Combahee S.C. - saved 756 slaves and rendered millions
of dollars damage to plantations 1864 (May) Returned to Auburn after witnessing the aftermath of the
seige of Ft. Wagner 1865 Returned to the War serving as a nurse 1867 John Tubman murdered on a
road near Cambridge, Md. 1868 William Seward began drive to secure government pension Bradford
biography published - proceeds turned over to Harriet Tubman 1869 Married Nelson Davis, a Black
veteran who had also served in the Department of the South 1888 Nelson Davis Died 1890 Began
receiving first pension benefits as widow of veteran ($8.00 per month) 1896 Acquired 25 acre plot
which was later turned over to the A.M.E. Zion Church and made into a home for the aged and indigent
(1908) 1899 Additional pension awarded ($20.00 per month) 1908 Harriet Tubman Home formally
opened 1913 (March 10) Died 1914 (June 12) Bronze Tablet honoring memory of Narriet Tubman
unveiled in Auburn, New York

Scope and Content Note

The Harriet Tubman research materials represent the results of several years of research by historian-



journalist Earl Conrad into the life and activities of Harriet Tubman, known as the Moses of her people
because of the over 300 slaves she lead to freedom via the Underground Railroad. The collection
consists of correspondence between Conrad and potential sources of relevant information and
documentation; research notes from published works; statements and texts of interviews with members
of Harriet Tubman's family as well as with persons who knew or worked with her, and the various
typescripts and drafts preceeding Conrad's completed publications.

The collection was assembled while the research was being done, generally in 1939 and 1940, and
therefore reflects the documents and resources available at that time.

Arrangement: A. Research Correspondence B. Research Notes C. Publishers' Correspondence D.
Statements and Interviews E. Programs F. Newspapers, Clippings, and Pamphlets G. Miscellaneous
Materials H. Manuscripts and Typescripts of Works by Conrad
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Series A - Research Correspondence 1939-1941

This series consists of letters from Earl Conrad to potential sources of information relating to the
life and activities of Harriet Tubman, and their responses. The potential sources included
historians specializing in the abolitionist movement and the post-Civil War years, librarians in the
various communities in which Harriet Tubman had lived or based her operations at one time or
another, and such national repositories as the Library of Congress, National Archives, and the
British Museum where the official records documenting her life and activities were kept.

A 1939-40

Anderson, Amelia n.d.

B 1939 - 40

Bloom, Sol (Congressman) 1939-1940
Brickler, Alice H 1939-1940

British Museum 1939

C 1939-1941

Carter, ElImer (Unemployment Insurance Appeals Board, New York State)
1939-1940

Caton, Louise G. (U.S. Library of Congress) 1939

Cleghorn, Sarah

Cohen, Earl

D 1939-1940

Divine, Rev. M.J. (Father Divine)

Drake, Emily H 1939

Drummond, Olive Tryor and Richard C.S. (Auburn, N.Y.)

DuBois, W.E.B

E 1939-1940

Elliott, W.J. (Librarian, St. Catherine's Public Library, St. Catherine, Ontario)
F 1939-1940

Foster, James W. (Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, Maryland) 1939-1940
G 1939-1940

H 1939-1940

Hamer, P. M. (U.S. National Archives) 1939

Harvard University

Hensley, Richard G. (Boston Public Library) 1939

Howland, Isabel

| 1939

J 1939-1940

K 1939-1940

L 1939-1940

Landon, Fred (Chief Librarian, London Public Library, London, Ontario)
M 1939-1940

Melvin, Roy S. (County Clerk, Dorchester, Maryland) 1939-1940

N 1939
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Series A - Research Correspondence (cont.)
O 1939
P 1939-1940
R 1939-1940
Runnette, Mabel (Librarian, Beaufort, South Carolina)
S 1939-1940
Sioussat, Dr. (Library of Congress)
Stutler, Boyd B. (Re: Sanborn letter to John Brown, Sept. 23, 1859)
Swift, Hildegarde Hoyt
T 1939-1940
Tisdel, Alton P. (U.S. Government Printing Office)
U 1939
V 1939
Veterans Administration 1939
Villard, Oswald Garrison
W 1939-1941
Woodson, Carter G
Z 1939
Series B - Research Notes 1856-1938

Research notes is composed of Earl Conrad's notes taken from relevant published works. These
works include histories of the period in which Harriet Tubman was active; biographies of
contemporary figures; and articles in various newspapers and magazines (especially those
which focused their attention on social movements, i.e. Abolition and Women's Suffrage) such as
the National Anti-Slavery Standard, Liberator, and Boston Commonwealth. Notes were also
taken from the general press (New York Times and New York Herald), the Black press (Frederick
Douglass' Newspaper) and local newspapers (Auburn Citizen and Post-Standard).

Abernathy, Julian W., American Literature

Adams, Alice Dana, The Neglected Period of Anti-Slavery in America 1808-
1841

Appelton's Cyclopedia of American Biography
The Auburn Bulletin October 15, 1888
The Auburn Citizen, Harriet Tubman n.d.

Bartlett, David Modern Agitators - or, Pen Portraits of Living American
Reformers

Boston Commonwealth

June 5, 10, and July 3, 10, 1863

October; November 1868

August 12, 1864

January & March; 1869
Brackett, Jeffrey R. The Negro in Maryland
Bradford, Sarah H., Harriet the Moses of Her People
Bradford, Sarah H., Scenes in the Life of Harriet Tubman
Bragg, George F. Jr., Men of Maryland
Brawley, Benjamin

Negro Builders and Heroes (Sojourner Truth)



N N

N =

N e e e

Guide to the
Harriet Tubman research material

Series B - Research Notes (cont.)

Brawley, Benjamin (cont.)
Negro Builders and Heroes (Harriet Tubman)
Women of Achievement (Harriet Tubman)
Women Builders
Brown, Hallie Q. Homespun Heroines and Other Women of Distinction

Brown, William Wells The Rising Sun; or, the Antecedents and
Advancement of the Colored Race

Cash, W. and F. (London), Five Hundred Thousand Strokes for Freedom
Champion, Selwyn G., Racial Proverbs
Child, Lydia Maria, Letters of Lydia Maria Child

Child, Lydia Maria, The Patriarchal Institution (American Anti-Slavery
Society, 1860)

Clarke, James B., An Hour with Harriet Tubman

The Crisis - Harriet Tubman n,d

Davis, Jefferson, The Voice of Mississippi July 6, 1859

Description of One Hundred Cities and Large Towns of America

Didier, Eugene L., A Group of Eminent American Women - The
Chautauguan, Vol. 23 July, 1896

Douglass, Frederick Life and Times of Frederick Douglass
Douglass' Paper April 4, 1856
Douglass' Paper April 27, 1860

Douglass' Monthly January, 1861
(Gerritt Smith on the rebellion - Extract from a speech delivered in Petersboro, April 27)

Douglass' Paper May 23, 1856
Doyle, Bertram Wilbur, The Etiquette of Race Relations in the South

Drew, Benjamin, Refugees; or, the Narratives of Fugitive Slaves
(Harriet Tubman Statement)

Du Bois, W. E. B., John Brown

Dwight, Timothy, Boston at the Beginning of the 19th Century from
President Dwight's Travels in New England

Emancipation Society, The Martyrdom of John Brown 1864

Emilio, Louis F., History of the Fifty-fourth Regiment of Massachusetts
Volunteer Infantry 1863 - 1865

Encyclopedia Americana, Vol. 27

Fisher, T., Eighty Years and More, 1815-1897 - Reminiscences of Elizabeth
Cady Stanton

Follen, Eliza F., The Liberty Cap

Frothingham, Octavius Brooks, Life of Gerritt Smith
Garnett, Henry H., Memorial Discourse...

Haire, Francis H., The American Costume Book
Hall, Sadie, Paul Cuffee

Hart, Albert Bushnell, Slavery and Abolition, 1831-1841, The American
Nation, vol. 16

Hart, Albert Bushnell, Slavery and Abolition, 1831-1841: Bibliography
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Series B - Research Notes (cont.)

Hay, John, Lincoln and the Civil War
Haynes, Elizabeth Ross, Unsung Heroes Chapter IV: Harriet Tubman

Higginson, Mary Thacher, Letters and Journals of Thomas Wentworth
Higginson, 1846-1906

Higginson, Mary Thacher, Thomas Wentworth Higginson, The Story of His
Life

Higginson, Thomas Wentworth, Army Life in a Black Regiment

Higginson, Thomas Wentworth, Cheerful Yesterdays

Higginson, Thomas Wentworth, Contemporaries

Hinton, Richard J., John Brown and His Men

Holley, Sallie, A Life for Liberty: Anti-slavery and Other Stories

Hume, John F, The Abolitionists

James, C.L.R., A History of Negro Revolt

Jefferson Encyclopedia - Negroes Literary (Notes on Virginia, VIII 383,
1782)

Johnson, Oliver, Letter for the 2nd edition of Harriet, the Moses of Her
People

Johnson, Oliver, William Lloyd Garrison and His Times; or, Sketches of the
Anti-slavery Movement in America

Jones, Elias, Revised History of Dorchester County, Maryland
Journal of Negro History 1916

Journal of Negro History, Vol. VI April 1921

Ladies in Revolt

Lay, John F., C.S. Army Inspector of Cavalry Hdgtrs Dept. South Carolina,
Georgia and Florida, Charleston, S.C June 24, 1863

Leslie's Weekly n.d.

The Liberator July 16, 1859

The Liberator August 12, 1859

The Liberator, (Harriet Tubman) August 26, 1859

The Liberator July 6, 1860

The Liberator, p.3 February 21, 1862

Livermore, Mary A

McClellan, Elizabeth, Historic Dress in America, 1800-1870
McDonald, Marion G., Fugitive Slaves

Majors, M.A., Noted Negro Women: Their Triumphs and Activities
Martyn, Carlos, Wendell Phillips the Agitator

Miller, Anne F,, Harriet Tubman

Mitchell, Major Gen., The New South

Murray, Freeman Henry Morris, Emancipation and the Freed in American
Sculpture

National Anti-Slavery Standard August 21, 1858
National Anti-Slavery Standard October 1, 1859
New England Magazine, (Harriet Tubman) March, 1896
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Series B - Research Notes (cont.)

New York Herald October 25, 1859
New York Herald, The Moses of Her People September 22, 1907
New York Herald March 13, 1913
New York Times, (Harriet Tubman) March 14, 1913
New York Tribune, p. 308 n.d.
New York Tribune July 27, 1863
Official History of the War of the Rebellion
Parsons, C.G., Inside View of Slavery; or, a tour among the planters
Pension
Congressional Record Index, (55th Session of Congress) 1899
U.S. Senate Report No. 1619 Feb. 7, 1899
U.S. Senate Report No. 1619 - Notes
Photocopies

Phillips, Wendell, Eulogy: William Lloyd Garrison - at the Funeral of
Garrison May 28, 1879

Pollard, Edward Alfred, The Anti-Slavery Men of the South 1872
Post-Standard,, Harriet Tubman n.d.

Ransom, Rev. Erdy C., Wendell Phillips' Centennial Address at Plymouth
Rock

Ratray, Sutherland R., Ashanti Proverbs; the primitive ethics of a savage
people

Robinson, H.B., Pictures of Slavery and Anti-slavery
Robinson, John Bell
Sanborn, FB., The Life and Letters of John Brown

Sanborn, F.B., The Virginia Campaign of John Brown from the Atlantic
Monthly 1875

Sanborn, Frank B., Letter to John Brown
The School Arts Magazine 1925

Schmidt, Minnam, 400 Outstanding Women of the World and Costumology
of Their Time (Harriet Tubman)

Siebert, William H., The Underground Railroad from Slavery to Freedom
Simmons, William J., Men of Mark

Statements of lllustrious Dead, Colored and White of the Past Century
Still, William G., The Underground Railroad 1872

Stowe, Harriet Beecher, Dead

The Sun March 13, 1913

Swift, Hildegarde H., Bibliography from The Railroad to Freedom

Taylor, Susie King, Reminiscences of My Life in Camp With the 33rd U.S.
Colored Troops

Tuskegee Institute, Alabama, Negro Yearbook 1937-38
Unidentified

U.S. Senate Report of Committee Investigating the Harper's Ferry Raid,
Washington, D.C 1860
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Series B - Research Notes (cont.)
Villard, Garrison Oswald, John Brown
Cooper, Anna Julia, A Voice from the South by a Black Woman of the South
Warren, Robert Penn, The Making of a Martyr

Washington, Booker T., The Story of the Negro: the Rise of the Race from
Slavery, Vol. 2

Wilson, Joseph T., Black Phalanx
Woodson, Carter G., The Negro in Our History
Woman's Journal

The World, Harriet Tubman, Moses of Her People Ending Her Life in Home
She Founded n.d.

Yerrington, Jas. M.W., The Fourth at Framingham (appeared in The
Liberator, July 8, 1859)

Miscellaneous
Series C - Publishers' Correspondence 1938-1941

Publishers' correspondence includes Conrad's correspondence with various publishers in an
attempt to get his completed manuscripts on Tubman published. The letters are important in that
they illustrate the strong resistance put forth by the publishing industry against anything relating
to the Black experience, even when it dealt with an historical figure of Harriet Tubman's stature.
These letters also document the results of an attempt to have the work published in serial form in
magazines and newspapers.

Black Publications
Briggs, Cyril (Editor, Crusader News Agency)
Greenberg Publisher 1941
Miscellaneous Rejections 1938-1940
Series D - Statements and Interviews 1905-1940

Statements and interviews consists of notes and transcripts of interviews with people who knew
or worked with Harriet Tubman and members of her family. They were important sources who
gave direction toward further documentation of her activities. They also illustrate the impact that
she had had on those around her and the high regard in which she was held even into her later
years and after her death.

Balcolm, Lilllan 1939

Bowley, Mr. Harkness

Carter, Mrs. Florence L

Catt, Carrie Chapman June 1939, Feb. 1940
Holt, Rosabelle

Hopkins

Johnson, Henry 1905

Johnson, Henry and Aida

Noble, H. D 1939

Smith, Charles A. and Frances
Tatalock, Mrs. William

Wood, Charles P. (Manuscript on Tubman)
Miscellaneous
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Series E - Programs 1914-1941

This series consists of other materials which were deposited in the Schomburg Collection by Earl
Conrad. Most are related to Tubman, though some are not. Included are programs distributed at
the unveiling of a bronze tablet dedicated to her memory in Auburn, New York.

Unveiling of Harriet Tubman Memorial June 13, 1914

Unveiling

The "Y" Thinkers Program and Coffee Hour Feb. 23, 1941

Reception - Life and Times of Frederick Douglass March 10, 1941
Series F - Newspapers, Clippings, and Pamphlets 1839-1940

The series consists of other materials which were deposited in the Schomburg Collection by Earl
Conrad. Most are related to Tubman, though some are not. Included are newspaper clippings on
specific events in her life, pamphlets about her, and articles which appeared shortly after her
death.

Auburn Citizen 1932
Auburn Daily Bulletin October, 1873
Cayuga Tocsin Auburn, N.Y., Vol. I, No. 36) December 4, 1839

Conrad, Earl, General Tubman on the Combahee, Negro Digest December,
1940

Conrad, Earl. A Great Leader - Harriet Tubman, Negro Digest August, 1946
Conrad, Earl, | Heard a Black Man Sing Last Night (Paul Robeson)

Emancipated Sons and Daughters of America (includes | Bring You General
Harriet Tubman) February, 1940

Foster, Katherine Rose, A Moses in War-Time Maryland, Baltimore Sun April
21, 19~

Fraternal Outlook January, 1941
Harriet Tubman House
Levy, Lawrence, Harriet Tubman February 19, 1938

The Log Cabin, edited by H. Greeley, New York, N.Y., (Vol. 1, No. 3 - New
Series) December 19, 1840

Mason, Rev. James, Then and Now - The Soldier Spirit of Harriet Tubman
Negro Digest November, 1940

New Masses May 16, 1939

New York Herald Tribune Book August, 1939

New York Public Library, 135th St. Branch Division of Negro Literature and
History

New York Times May 14, 1939

New York Times January 6, 1940

New York Tribune, Harriet Tubman Correspondence August 13, 1939
Roosevelt, Eleanor, "My Day" re: Cleghorn biography of Tubman
Stutler, Boyd B., "Captain John Brown and Harper's Ferry"
Sunday Worker, New York June 16, 1940

U.S. Congress "Proceedings of Congress" November, 1938

Waco Messenger January 12, 1940

Waco Messenger January 19, 1940

Miscellaneous
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Series G - Miscellaneous Materials 1940

This series consists of other materials which were deposited in the Schomburg Collection by Earl
Conrad. Most are related to Tubman, though some are not. Included are a number of
photographs.

"Comments on the Project"

Drawing of Harriet Tubman by Earl Conrad
Maps

Photographs - Susan B. Anthony
Photographs - Alice H. Brickler
Photographs - Salmon P. Chase

Photographs - Lucas Family (Mr. & Mrs. Henry, son Allen and daughter
Alice)

Photographs - Lucas Family (Margaret Ellen and daughter Alice)
Photographs - Anna Howard Shaw
Photographs - Hubert and Plush Smith November 22, 1940
Photographs - Elizabeth Cady Stanton
Photographs - Lucy Stone
Photographs - Harriet Tubman
Photographs - Harriet Tubman
Photographs - Miscellaneous
Series H - Manuscripts and Typescripts of Works by Conrad

This series consists of various drafts and typescripts of the books and articles about Harriet
Tubman which developed out of the research materials represented in the preceeding six series.
In processing the papers an attempt was made to reconstruct the drafts as they progressed to
the final stage. Where this was not possible an attempt was made to key the bits and pieces to
the chapters in the publication Harriet Tubman(Washington, D.C., The Associated Publishers,
Inc., 1943). Unfortunately, some fragments remained which could not be related to specific parts
of the books, therefore these appear at the end of the series in a number of folders labeled
"Unidentified Fragments."

"General Tubman at Troy" (Condensed excerpt of chapter from the
biography, | Bring You General Tubman)

"General Tubman on the Combahee" (Condensed from | Bring You General
Tubman)

Harriet Tubman: Part One - Youth and Revolt of Harriet Tubman Harriet
Tubman: Part One - Youth and Revolt of Harriet Tubman

Chapter | - The Bread of Service
Chapter Il - A Blow For Freedom
Chapter Ill - Escape

Part Two - Follow the North Star
Chapter IV - The Birth of "Moses"
Chapter V - A Christmas Gift for Canada
Chapter VI - Through the Underground Network
Chapter VII - Guerilla Warfare in the Mid-fifties
Chapter VIII - The Escape of Josiah Bailey
Chapter IX - The Locomotive of History
Chapter X - Jail the "Goddess of Liberty'
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Series H - Manuscripts and Typescripts of Works by Conrad (cont.)

Part Two - Follow the North Star (cont.)
Chapter Xl - "The Greatest Heroine of the Age"
Part Three - Captain John Brown and "The Woman"
Chapter XlI - The Most of a Man
Chapter XIlII - Harriet Tubman Heads for Harper's Ferry
Part Four - | Know There's Going to be War"
Chapter XIV - The Battle of Troy
Chapter XV - Boston Takes Harriet to its Heart
Part Five - The War Years of Harriet Tubman
Chapter XVI - 1861 Musket in Hand
Chapter XVII - Nurse Scout and Spy
Chapter XVIII - Campaign on the Combahee
Chapter XIX - The Reaping of the Harvest
Part Six - The Neglect and Death of Harriet Tubman
Chapter XX - The Matriarchate
Chapter XXI - The Turning Years
Chapter XXII - "Swing Low Sweet Chariot"
"l Bring You Harriet Tubman" - Prospectus
Negro Suffrage Article - Draft
Prospectus - Unidentified
"She Was A Friend of John Brown", appeared in Negro Digest November, 1940
"To the Color of Love"
The Woman's History of the World - A Chapter for (Corrected typescript)
Unidentified Fragments |
Unidentified Fragments I
Unidentified Fragments IlI
Unidentified Fragments IV
Unidentified Fragments V



