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Summary

Creator:  Sims, Naomi, 1948-2009

Title:  Naomi Sims papers

Date:  1957-1981 [bulk 1970-1981]

Size:  6.0 linear feet (6 boxes)

Source:  Gift, Sims, Naomi/Findlay, Michael, 1981

Abstract:  Naomi Sims was one of the top African American fashion models of the 1960s and 1970s.
The Naomi Sims papers include typescripts and research materials for books written by Sims, including
All About Health and Beauty for the Black Woman (1976), How To Be a Top Model (1979), All About
Hair Care for the Black Woman (1982), and All About Success for the Black Woman (1982). Also, some
personal and business files including contracts for television shows, records from the Ford Agency,
material on speeches and panel discussions, news clippings, and fan mail.

Conditions Governing Access:  

Collection stored offsite.

Preferred citation:  [Item], Naomi Sims papers, Sc MG 136, Schomburg Center for Research in Black
Culture, Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division, The New York Public Library

Language of the Material:  English

Separated Materials:  
Photographs transferred to the Photographs and Prints division.

Audio and moving image materials transferred to the Moving Image and Recorded Sound (MIRS)
Division. For more information, please contact the division at schomburgaudiovisual@nypl.org or 212-
491-2270.
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Creator History
Naomi Sims (1948-2009) was one of the top African American fashion models of the 1960s and 1970s.
Born in Oxford, Mississippi, she spent much of her childhood in Pittsburgh, then moved to New York
after high school, where she studied at the Fashion Institute of Technology and New York University.
While in college, she became interested in modeling and approached agencies, but was initially
rejected due to her dark skin. In 1967, she was featured in the fashion supplement of The New York
Times, which she parlayed into a deal for representation with model-turned-agent Wilhemina Cooper.
She had quick success, landing a spot in an AT&T commercial and covers of Ladies' Home Journal
(November 1968; she was the first Black model to appear on the cover) and Life magazine (October
1969). She also achieved success as a runway model for designers such as Halston, Teal Traina,
Fernando Sanchez, and Giorgio di Sant'Angelo. In 1973, she started a business designing wigs for
Black women, the Naomi Sims Collection, which eventually came to encompass cosmetics and
fragrances as well. She also wrote several books on modelling, health, beauty, and business aimed at
Black women. In 1972, she married Michael Findlay, a Manhattan-based art dealer (the marriage ended
in divorce in 1991). They had one son, Bob. Sims died in Newark, New Jersey, in 2009.

Scope and Content Note

The Naomi Sims papers include typescripts and research materials for books written by Sims, including
All About Health and Beauty for the Black Woman (1976), How To Be a Top Model (1979), All About
Hair Care for the Black Woman (1982) and All About Success for the Black Woman (1982). There are
also personal and business files including correspondence, contracts for television shows, records from
the Ford Agency, material on speeches and panel discussions, news clippings, and fan mail.

Key Terms

Subjects
African American models
African Americans -- Health and hygiene
Black author
Modeling agencies
Models (Persons)

Names
Sims, Naomi, 1948-2009
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Container List

Writings 1957-1981

All About Health and Beauty for the Black Woman 1957-1980

Research Files 1957-1978

b. 1 f. 1 Alcohol 1971-1974

b. 1 f. 2 Bath, Cleansing 1970-1974

b. 1 f. 3 Beauty Products 1971-1974

b. 1 f. 4 Behavior 1971-1974

b. 1 f. 5 Birth Control and Abortion 1970-1974

b. 1 f. 6 Body, Lingerie, Shape, Etc 1971-1975

b. 1 f. 7 Body Odor 1974

b. 1 f. 8 Books to Buy 1974

b. 1 f. 9 Breasts 1972-1973

b. 1 f. 10 Cancer 1974

b. 1 f. 11 Clothes 1974

b. 1 f. 12 Complaints 1973

b. 1 f. 13 Drugs
b. 1 f. 14 Emergency Treatment 1974

b. 1 f. 15 Exercise 1974

b. 1 f. 16 Eyes
b. 1 f. 17 Face
b. 1 f. 18 Fads, Fallacies, and Myths
b. 1 f. 19 Feelings 1974

b. 1 f. 20 Feet 1974

b. 1 f. 21 General Health 1972-1974

b. 1 f. 22 Hands and Nails 1957-1972

b. 1 f. 23 Hair 1959-1974

b. 1 f. 24 Hospitals and Doctors 1974

b. 1 f. 25 Interviews--Pat Sawyer 1973-1974

b. 1 f. 26 Interview Tapes
b. 1 f. 27 Interview Questions 1973

b. 1 f. 28 Introduction 1971

b. 1 f. 29 Make-up 1974

b. 1 f. 30 Miscellaneous 1974-1978

b. 1 f. 31 Nutrition 1974

b. 2 f. 1 People to Contact 1974

b. 2 f. 2 Perfume 1973-1974

b. 2 f. 3 Photographs 1970-1974

b. 2 f. 4 Pill, Pregnancy, Etc 1973-1974

b. 2 f. 5 Pregnancy 1974
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b. 2 f. 6 Rape 1973-1974

Research Files (cont.)
All About Health and Beauty for the Black Woman (cont.)

Writings (cont.)

b. 2 f. 7 Skin 1971-1973

b. 2 f. 8-9 Smoking 1968-1974

b. 2 f. 10 Sun 1974

b. 2 f. 11 Surgery 1974

b. 2 f. 12 Teeth 1974

b. 2 f. 13 Venereal Diseases
b. 2 f. 14 Vitamins 1974

b. 2 f. 15 Where to Find Help 1973

Manuscript Drafts by Subject 1974

b. 2 f. 16 Acknowledgements
b. 2 f. 17 Drugs
b. 2 f. 18 Face
b. 2 f. 19 Feet
b. 2 f. 20 Hair
b. 2 f. 21 Illustrations 1974

b. 2 f. 22 Introduction and Outline
b. 2 f. 23 Invisible Body
b. 2 f. 24 Nails and Hands
b. 2 f. 25 Notes and References
b. 2 f. 26 Reproductive System
b. 2 f. 27 Skin
b. 2 f. 28 Visible Body 1974

b. 3 f. 1-5 Typescript 1974-1975
Typescript bound by chapter.

b. 3 f. 6-8 Production Material 1976
Typescript with layout and typesetting notes, and promotional material.

b. 3 f. 9 Correspondence re: New Edition 1980

How to Be a Top Model 1973-1979

Chapter Outlines and Notes 1975-1977

b. 3 f. 10 Introduction
b. 3 f. 11 Chapter 1: What Is Modelling? 1976

b. 3 f. 12 Chapter 2: Why Do I Want to be a Model?
b. 3 f. 13 Chapter 3: Do I Have What it Takes?
b. 3 f. 14 Chapter 4: How Do I Get Into and Stay in Shape?
b. 3 f. 15 Chapter 5: What Must I Learn?
b. 3 f. 16 Chapter 6: Now I Am Ready, What Do I Do? 1975

b. 3 f. 17 Chapter 7: I'm a Struggling Model--How Do I Survive?
b. 3 f. 18 Chapter 8: Now I Am a Top Model 1977

b. 3 f. 19 Chapter 9: How to Quit While Ahead 1977

b. 3 f. 20 Chapter 10A: For and About Male Models 1977

b. 3 f. 21 Chapter 10B: Ethnic Models
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b. 3 f. 22 Chapter 11: Naomi Sims by Naomi Sims

Chapter Outlines and Notes (cont.)
How to Be a Top Model (cont.)

Writings (cont.)

b. 3 f. 23 Where to Stay in New York
b. 3 f. 24 Child Models

Pictures 1973-1977

b. 3 f. 25 Featured Models 1976-1977

b. 4 f. 1 Mentioned Models 1977

b. 4 f. 2 Miscellaneous Models 1973-1976

b. 4 f. 3 Illustration Schedule
b. 4 f. 4-7 Production Material 1979

Typescript with layout and typesetting notes, with letter from Doubleday.

All About Hair Care for the Black Woman 1978-1979

b. 4 f. 8 Notes and Research 1979

b. 4 f. 9 Outlines 1978-1979

b. 4 f. 10 Chapter 1: Historical
b. 4 f. 11 Chapter 2: Anatomical
b. 4 f. 12 Chapter 3: Types/Categories
b. 4 f. 13 Chapter 4: Hygiene
b. 4 f. 14 Chapter 5: Straightening
b. 4 f. 15 Chapter 6: Cutting
b. 4 f. 16 Chapter 7: Styling
b. 4 f. 17 Chapter 7: Thelma Selection 1978-1979

b. 4 f. 18 Chapter 8: Tinting 1979

b. 4 f. 19 Chapter 9: Wigs
b. 4 f. 20 Chapter 10: Body Hair
b. 4 f. 21 Chapter 11: Male
b. 4 f. 22 Chapter 12: Hair Problems 1978

b. 4 f. 23 Introduction/Index/Glossary 1978

All About Success for the Black Woman 1974-1981

Research Files 1974-1981

b. 4 f. 24 Coping 1977-1979

b. 4 f. 25 Military 1979

b. 4 f. 26 Miscellaneous 1974-1981

b. 4 f. 27 Pamela's Magazine Research 1981

b. 4 f. 28 Women in Business 1979

b. 5 f. 1 Outlines, Correspondence, and Notes 1979

b. 5 f. 2-3 Typescript Draft

Other Writings 1971-1975

b. 5 f. 4 "The Gum Tree Monster" (Children's Story) 1971

b. 5 f. 5 Childbirth essay 1975

Business and Personal Files 1968-1977

b. 5 f. 6 AFTRA 1972-1974
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b. 5 f. 7 Attica Memorial Foundation (Emory Giles) 1973

Business and Personal Files (cont.)

b. 5 f. 8 Beard, Peter 1972

b. 5 f. 9 Benefits - Miscellaneous 1970-1975

b. 5 f. 10 Berlitz 1974

b. 5 f. 11 Beth Israel Medical Center 1975

b. 5 f. 12 Black Cosmetics 1969-1971

b. 5 f. 13 Caran, Ron 1972

b. 5 f. 14 Channel 13 1973-1975

b. 5 f. 15 Chemical Bank 1973

b. 5 f. 16 Chicago Courier 1973-1974

b. 5 f. 17 "Cleopatra Jones" Script 1972

b. 5 f. 18 Clippings
b. 5 f. 19 Cocktails 1974 May

b. 5 f. 20 Condolences (ESP) 1973

b. 5 f. 21 Connecticut General 1973-1974

b. 5 f. 22 Correspondence - Personal 1968-1970

b. 5 f. 23 Cosmetics Company 1969-1971

Includes photographs.

b. 5 f. 24 Creative Management (CMA) 1972-1973

b. 5 f. 25 Doherty, Delia
b. 5 f. 26 Drexel University 1974

b. 5 f. 27 Etchings

Fan Mail 1968-1977

b. 5 f. 28 1968-1976 September
b. 5 f. 29 1976 October-1977

Ford Models Inc 1972-1975

b. 5 f. 30 Accounting 1973-1974

b. 5 f. 31 Contract and Correspondence 1972-1975

b. 5 f. 32 Statements 1973-1974

b. 5 f. 33 Voucher Receipts 1973

b. 5 f. 34 Goose Brothers 1973-1974

b. 5 f. 35 GWG Productions 1976

b. 5 f. 36 Halston 1973-1974

b. 5 f. 37 Harlem, Dance Theatre of 1973-1977

b. 5 f. 38 Helmsley-Spear Lease Etc 1970-1973

b. 5 f. 39 Honeymoon Bills 1973

b. 6 f. 1 Imperial Potentate 1975

b. 6 f. 2 Irvington House 1972

b. 6 f. 3 Jackson Productions 1973

b. 6 f. 4 Johnson, Ray 1972

b. 6 f. 5 Kamali 1973
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b. 6 f. 6 Lasky, Robert 1972-1973

Business and Personal Files (cont.)

b. 6 f. 7 Literary Guild 1974

b. 6 f. 8 Luce Press Clippings 1973

b. 6 f. 9 Magazine Subscriptions
b. 6 f. 10 Mehta, Ved 1973

b. 6 f. 11 NAACP: Show of Shows Etc 1972-1973

Naomi Sims Collection 1973-1975

b. 6 f. 12 Metropa (Michelle) Ads
b. 6 f. 13 Miscellaneous Wig Ads
b. 6 f. 14 Personal Appearance Receipts 1973-1975

b. 6 f. 15 New York Studio School
b. 6 f. 16-17 Northside Center for Child Development - Fundraising 1973-1975

b. 6 f. 18 Obolensky 1972-1975

b. 6 f. 19 One to One 1973

b. 6 f. 20 Peachtree - Atlanta 1971-1973

b. 6 f. 21 Play Schools Association 1972-1973

b. 6 f. 22 Pre-Cana 1973

b. 6 f. 23 PUSH 1975

b. 6 f. 24 Screen Actors Guild
b. 6 f. 25 Speeches/Panels 1971-1973

b. 6 f. 26 Sullivan, Amy and Billy 1969-1972

b. 6 f. 27 TV Programs 1972-1973

b. 6 f. 28 TV Receipts 1973-1974

b. 6 f. 29 Twin Arts 1973

b. 6 f. 30 Ultra-Violet Play "The Last Supper" 1972

b. 6 f. 31 van der Houton 1975

b. 6 f. 32 Virginia Slims 1972-1974

b. 6 f. 33 Warner Brothers 1972

b. 6 f. 34 "Watergate Watchman" Sheet Music 1974

b. 6 f. 35 Wedding
b. 6 f. 36 Wedding Greetings 1973

b. 6 f. 37 Wilhelmina Receipts 1971-1972

b. 6 f. 38-39 Would-Be Models 1973-1975
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