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Summary

Creator: Stein, Robert M.

Title: Robert and Anita Stein papers
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Revision History: Finding aid updated by Lauren Stark.

Abstract: In 1963, Robert Stein, as field manager for the Chicago Ethical Society's Commission on
Race and Equality, oversaw "Creative Inter-Racial Recreational Programs" such as Inter-Racial
Vacations (summer camps in the North for Southern African American children), tutorial programs, and
remedial classes for adult African Americans and whites. The Robert and Anita Stein papers document
the efforts of the American Ethical Union to further interracial harmony in the South through social
interaction: seminars, tutorials, and summer camps for African American children.

Conditions Governing Access:

Camper evaluations closed until 50 years after most recent date in each individual file.

Preferred citation: [Item], Robert and Anita Stein papers, Sc MG 138, Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture, Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division, The New York Public
Library

Language of the Material: English

Processing note: Accessioned by Sule Greg Wilson, April 1988, through the Schomburg NEH
Automated Access to Special Collections Project.

Separated Materials:
Transferred to the Photographs and Prints Division: photographs.




Creator History

In 1963, Robert Stein, a member of the American Ethical Union (of the Ethical Culture Society) was
made field manager for the Chicago Ethical Society's Commission on Race and Equality. As part of
Mississippi Freedom Summer, the Commission worked to eliminate bigotry in the South by having
African Americans and whites interact in social settings. The commission therefore sponsored "Creative
Inter-Racial Recreational Programs" such as Inter-Racial Vacations (summer camps in the North for
Southern African American children), tutorial programs, and remedial classes for adult African
Americans and whites. Begun in the summer of 1963, the programs continued until 1977, when loss of
money and camp sites put an end to these activities.

Scope and Content Note

The Robert and Anita Stein papers document the efforts of the American Ethical Union to further
interracial harmony in the South through social interaction: seminars, tutorial programs, and summer
camps for African American children. The papers consist mainly of evaluations submitted by staff
members for the summer projects in Mississippi and Alabama. Also included are camp yearbooks, staff
and camper responses to the program, and an interview with Robert Stein after his 1963 fact-finding
trip to Birmingham, Alabama. Additionally, there are budgetary records, correspondence, camp
brochures, year-end reports, news clippings, and curricula for the tutorial program and adult seminars.
Also included are newspapers such as the Alabama Council Newsletter published by the Alabama
Council on Human Relations, the Birmingham News, the Tuskeegee News, and New America.

Arrangement: Mostly arranged chronologically.

Key Terms

Subjects

African American children
Camps

Camps -- Management
Civil rights workers

Geographic Names
United States -- Race relations
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Mississippi Freedom Summer prospectus 1963

Interview with Robert Stein 1963
Interviewer was his daughter, Helen.

Summer project 1965

Southern project, background information 1966-1977
Birmingham trip 1964

Correspondence and reports 1963-1966

Stein, Robert reports, news items, and poems 1964-1972
Southern project: Bob's incident at Church, Tuskegee 1965
"Sex and Civil Rights: The True Selma Story"

Tuskegee history: The New Yorker story of Gormillion

Southern project, appeal to foundation 1966
Includes reports, proposals, and results.

Tutorial program 1965-1966
Includes curriculum and student work.

Southern project reports 1966 Summer
Evaluations 1967
Publicity 1966-1967

Pinnock, Theodore James. "How Parents See Creative Play in the South"
(report) 1965 November

Southern project budget 1966-1967

Testimonials 1966-1967

Historical sources, Mississippi Freedom Summer 1966

Chicago reports and evaluations, Commission on Race and Equality 1966
Children's field trip reports and evaluations 1967 Summer

Southern project correspondence 1967 Summer

Southern project, full year tutorial program proposal 1967

Proposal for educational programs in Alabama and Mississippi 1967
Notes and fragments

Wardy, Ben Zion. "The Organizational History of the Ku Klux Klan", Tuskegee
Institute 1965

American Ethical Union, Commission on Race and Equality: address list
Miscellaneous correspondence 1966-1971
The Cultural Enrichment Project description
Southern project
1968
Report to contributors 1968
Evaluations 1967-1968
Pending and miscellaneous 1967
Evaluations 1968
Correspondence 1968
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Southern project (cont.)

Memos, synopses, statistics, and correspondence 1969
Evaluations for shorter summer, play school program 1969
Camps 1970-1973
Southern project 1970
Evaluations for shorter tutorial program 1969
American Ethical Union Board of Directors' reports 1966-1970
Summer program

Proposals and children's letters 1971

Evaluations and reports 1971
Stein, Robert speeches 1971

Southern project 1972-1973
Includes reports and correspondence.

Stein, Robert memoir notes

Camper evaluations
Closed until 50 years after most recent date in each file.

Clippings and newspapers 1967-1968
Southern project background

"The TISEP (Tuskegee Institute Summer Education Program) Reporter" and
other newsletters

Publicity 1966-1967

American Ethical Newsletter 1965-1966
Evaluations and speeches 1969
Publicity 1968

Alabama Council Newsletter 1971-1972
March on Washington 1975



