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Claude McKay (1890-1948) was a Jamaican-born writer and poet who was a major figure in the Harlem
Renaissance. He is the author of the poetry collections Songs of Jamaica (1912), Constab Ballads
(1912), Spring in New Hampshire (1920) and Harlem Shadows (1922); the novels Home to Harlem
(1928), Banjo (1929), and Banana Bottom (1933); the short story collection Gingertown (1932); the
autobiography A Long Way from Home (1937); and the book of essays Harlem: Negro Metropolis
(1940). A number of his works have been published posthumously, including the autobiography My
Green Hills of Jamaica (1979), the novella Harlem Glory (1990), and the novels Amiable With Big Teeth
(2017) and Romance in Marseille (2020).

Carl Cowl (1900-1997) was a left-wing political activist who first became acquainted with McKay in the
1920s, when McKay was an editor at the socialist magazine The Liberator. During the 1940s, Cowl
began working as McKay's literary agent, in partnership with Claire Leonard (1903-1992), an agent who
specialized in emerging playwrights. Upon McKay's death in 1948, Cowl and Leonard were appointed
literary representatives of McKay's estate by his daughter, Hope McKay Virtue; in this capacity, Cowl
oversaw the publication of My Green Hills of Jamaica and Harlem Glory, as well as reprints of other
titles. Following Virtue's death in 1992, Cowl successfully petitioned the Los Angeles probate court
managing her estate for the right to continue acting as McKay's literary representative, which he did
until his death in 1997. This right was then transferred to the Schomburg Center for Research in Black
Culture, which began overseeing permissions requests and royalty disbursements in 2002. In 2013, the
Faith Childs Literary Agency took over management of McKay's literary estate.

Scope and Content Note

The Claude McKay literary property records consist of contracts, correspondence, permission requests,
and royalty statements from McKay's literary estate, under the management of Carl Cowl (1948-1997)
and the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture (2002-2013). The collection documents the
efforts of McKay's daughter, Hope McKay Virtue, Cowl, and the Schomburg Center to keep the novels
and poetry of McKay in print after his death and bring unpublished works into print.
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Container List

Carl Cowl 1931-2002

b. 1 f. 1 Agreement with Hope McKay Virtue – Appointment of Carl Cowl and Claire
Leonard, Literary Agents for Claude McKay's Literary Property 1947-1950

Correspondence 1947-2001

Correspondence with Hope McKay Virtue 1948-1992

b. 1 f. 2 1948-1958
b. 1 f. 3 1960-1965
b. 1 f. 4 1966-1968
b. 1 f. 5 1969
b. 1 f. 6 Sunny Ville, Jamaica Property 1968-1974

b. 1 f. 7 1970-1971
b. 1 f. 8 1972-1973
b. 1 f. 9 1974

b. 1 f. 10 1975
b. 1 f. 11 1976
b. 1 f. 12 1977-1979
b. 1 f. 13 Order of Jamaica – Claude McKay Posthumous Award 1978

b. 2 f. 1 1980-1983
b. 2 f. 2 1984-1989
b. 2 f. 3 1990-1992

General Correspondence 1947-2001

b. 3 f. 1 1947-1949
b. 3 f. 2 Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc 1948-1989

Harlem: Negro Metropolis 1948-1987

b. 3 f. 3 E.P. Dutton 1948-1969

b. 3 f. 4 Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc 1970-1987

b. 3 f. 5 Decker Press – Selected Poems 1949-1950

b. 3 f. 6 1950-1953
b. 3 f. 7 Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc 1951-1974

b. 3 f. 8 Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture 1952-1992

b. 3 f. 9 Wagner, Jean – Les Poetes Negres des Etats-Unis/Black Poets of the
United States 1958-1973

b. 3 f. 10 1960-1997
b. 3 f. 11 Yale University 1963-1987

b. 3 f. 12 Cooper, Wayne 1963-1988

b. 3 f. 13 Songs of Jamaica and Constab Ballads 1967-1971

b. 3 f. 14 Unsuccessful Publishing Projects 1969-1987

b. 3 f. 15 Home to Harlem – Lorrimer Publishing, Ltd 1971-1974

McLeod, Alan M 1971-1988

b. 3 f. 16 1971-1983
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b. 3 f. 17 1984-1988

McLeod, Alan M (cont.)
General Correspondence (cont.)

Correspondence (cont.)
Carl Cowl (cont.)

b. 3 f. 18 Harlem Glory edited and introduced by Alan L. McLeod – Typescript
b. 4 f. 1 Emerson Hall Publishers 1973-1975

b. 4 f. 2 Howard University Press – My Green Hills of Jamaica 1974-1992

b. 4 f. 3 Longman Group 1980-1981

Film Rights – Banana Bottom 1981-2001

b. 4 f. 4 Dash, Julie, Filmmaker 1981

b. 4 f. 5 One Heart Corp., Martin Pitts 1985-1988

b. 4 f. 6 Dobski, Deborah 1994-2001

Film Rights – Banjo 1981-1989

b. 4 f. 7 Pacific Productions, Sara Chin 1981-1988

b. 4 f. 8 Adelaide Productions, Chrysalide Films 1988-1989

b. 4 f. 9 Bradbury, Richard – Romance in Marseille – University of Exeter Press
1990-1997

b. 4 f. 10 Gosciak, Josh 1996

W.W. Norton & Company – Selected Poems of Claude McKay, edited and
introduced by Winston James 1996

b. 4 f. 11 Contract Negotiations 1996

b. 4 f. 12 Contract Revisions 1996

b. 4 f. 13 Ayer Company Publishers – Ayer Piracy 1996-1997

Publications 1931-1996

b. 4 f. 14 List of Books by Claude McKay 1990

A Long Way from Home 1969-1987

b. 4 f. 15 Arno Press 1969-1982

b. 4 f. 16 Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc 1969-1985

b. 4 f. 17 Pluto Press 1984-1987

Banana Bottom 1931-1990

b. 4 f. 18 Harper & Row 1931-1973

b. 4 f. 19 The Chatham Bookseller 1931-1990

b. 4 f. 20 Pluto Press 1985

Claude McKay: Rebel Sojourner in the Harlem Renaissance by Wayne
Cooper 1985-1987
Published by Louisiana State University Press

The Dialect Poetry (Songs of Jamaica and Constab Ballads) 1970-1978

b. 5 f. 1 Mnemosyne Publishing Co 1970-1971

b. 5 f. 2 Books for Libraries 1971-1977

b. 5 f. 3 Preface by Wayne Cooper 1971

b. 5 f. 4 Arno Press 1978

b. 5 f. 5 Gingertown – Books for Libraries Publishers 1970-1977

Harlem Glory: A Fragment of Aframerican Life 1984-1996

b. 5 f. 6 Charles H. Kerr Publishing Company 1984-1996

b. 5 f. 7 Preface (Draft) by Carl Cowl
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b. 5 f. 8 Harlem Shadows - Harcourt, Brace and Company, Inc 1948-1950

Publications (cont.)
Carl Cowl (cont.)

Home to Harlem 1951-1987

b. 5 f. 9 Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc 1951-1974

b. 5 f. 10 Reversion of Rights 1971

b. 5 f. 11 The Chatham Bookseller 1972-1974

b. 5 f. 12 Northeastern University Press 1987

b. 5 f. 13 My Green Hills of Jamaica – Heinemann Educational Books 1973-1987

b. 5 f. 14 The Negroes in America, translated by Robert J. Winter, edited by Alan L.
McLeod – Typescript 1979

The Passion of Claude McKay edited by Wayne Cooper 1969-1977

b. 5 f. 15 Schocken Books 1972-1977

b. 5 f. 16 Permissions 1969-1973

b. 5 f. 17 Reviews 1973-1974

Selected Poems of Claude McKay 1949-1991

b. 5 f. 18 Harcourt, Brace & World, Inc 1969-1987

b. 5 f. 19 Bookman Associates; Twayne Publishers, Inc., G.K. Hall & Co 1950-1991

b. 5 f. 20 Folkways Records and Service Corp 1949-1987

b. 5 f. 21 Trial by Lynching – translated by Robert Winter, edited and introduced by
Alan L. McLeod

Royalty Statements 1952-2002

A Long Way From Home 1970-2002

b. 6 f. 1 Arno Press 1970-1982

b. 6 f. 2 Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc 1970-1991

b. 6 f. 3 Harcourt Brace & Company (also Banana Bottom and Banjo) 1993-1997

b. 6 f. 4 Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 1997-2002

Banana Bottom 1952-2001

b. 6 f. 5 Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc 1952

b. 6 f. 6 Chatham Bookseller 1974-1996

b. 6 f. 7 Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc. (also Banjo) 1974-1992

b. 6 f. 8 Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 1997-2001

The Dialect Poetry and Gingertown 1972-1982

b. 6 f. 9 Books for Libraries 1972

b. 6 f. 10 Arno Press 1977-1982

Harlem: Negro Metropolis 1971-1987

b. 6 f. 11 University Microfilms International 1971-1987

b. 6 f. 12 Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc 1972-1979

b. 6 f. 13 Home to Harlem - Northeastern University Press 1987-2001

b. 6 f. 14 My Green Hills of Jamaica – Heinemann Educational Books, Ltd 1983-1987

b. 6 f. 15 Negroes in America - Kennikat Press Corp 1980-1985

b. 6 f. 16 The Passion of Claude McKay - Schocken Books 1972-1983

Selected Poems of Claude McKay 1954-1988

b. 6 f. 17 Bookman Associates, Twayne Publishers, Inc., G.K. Hall & Co 1954-1988
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b. 6 f. 18 Folkways Records & Services Corp 1957-1988

Selected Poems of Claude McKay (cont.)
Royalty Statements (cont.)

Carl Cowl (cont.)

b. 6 f. 19 Royalty Income – Bank Statements 1992-1996

b. 6 f. 20 Royalty and Permissions Income 1995-1996

Permissions 1948-1997

b. 6 f. 21 1948-1958
b. 6 f. 22 1960-1969

Selected Poems of Claude McKay - Twayne Publishers/G.K. Hall 1965-1980

b. 7 f. 1 1968-1971
b. 7 f. 2 1965-1980
b. 7 f. 3 1970-1973
b. 7 f. 4 1970-1974
b. 7 f. 5 Giles, James R 1972-1976

b. 7 f. 6 1975-1979
b. 7 f. 7 1980-1986
b. 7 f. 8 1983-1989
b. 8 f. 1 Jefferson, Keith Tyron (Song Contract) 1989-1990

b. 8 f. 2 1990-1991
b. 8 f. 3 1992
b. 8 f. 4 1993
b. 8 f. 5 Battery Park City Authority – "America" 1993

b. 8 f. 6 British Broadcasting Corp (BBC) 1993-1994

b. 8 f. 7 1994
b. 8 f. 8 1995
b. 8 f. 9 1996

b. 8 f. 10 1997
b. 8 f. 11 Poetry Set to Music (Dissertation) 1997

Hope McKay Virtue Estate 1992-1996

b. 9 f. 1 Carl Cowl Petition - Exclusive Literary Representative of Claude McKay
1992-1994

b. 9 f. 2 Disposition of Funds and Property 1993-1996

b. 9 f. 3 Court Documents Repetition to Determine Heirship 1995-1996

b. 9 f. 4 Doris Nelson Correspondence with Carl Cowl 1992-1996

b. 9 f. 5 Personal Documents (Photocopies)

Schomburg Center For Research In Black Culture 1999-2013
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