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Summary

Title:  Antebellum ledger

Date:  ca. 1853-1865

Size:  0.25 linear feet (1 box)

Source:  Gift of Elizabeth Oram, March 2017.

Abstract:  This ledger, most likely from the 19th century because of the dates listed, is possibly a city
or county government's ledger used to assign personal, land, and property taxes to the members of the
surrounding towns and/or communities. Among the "items" listed are enslaved people, who are denoted
as property and assigned arbitrary values. Two dates can be found in the ledger, 1853 and 1865. The
ledger mentions the areas of Polk Mill, Seaford Road, and Concord, and the name "Morgan". Items are
listed mostly in alphabetical order by last name of free/white adult citizens. In some cases, a citizen is
listed, but the only value listed is for "person" which could mean that the individual did not own property
but was still taxed.

Preferred citation:  [Item], Antebellum ledger, Sc MG 940, Schomburg Center for Research in Black
Culture, Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division, The New York Public Library

Language of the Material:  English

Creator History

This ledger, most likely from the 19th century because of the dates listed, is possibly a city or county
government's ledger used to assign personal, land, and property taxes to the members of the
surrounding towns and/or communities.

Scope and Content Note

Among the "items" listed are enslaved people, who are denoted as property and assigned arbitrary
values. Two dates can be found in the ledger, 1853 and 1865. The ledger mentions the areas of Polk
Mill, Seaford Road, and Concord, and the name "Morgan". Items are listed mostly in alphabetical order
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by last name of free/white adult citizens. In some cases, a citizen is listed, but the only value listed is for
"person" which could mean that the individual did not own property but was still taxed.

Key Terms

Subjects
Slave records
Slavery -- United States

Occupations
Slaveholders.
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