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Bearden's personal life and her careers as a fashion model and dancer/choreographer.
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Creator History

Nanette Bearden (née Rohan) was a fashion model, dancer, and founder of the Nanette Bearden
Contemporary Dance Theatre. She modeled for the Ophelia DeVore Agency and appeared in print
advertisements featuring a variety of beauty and fashion products. In 1971, she and others formed the
Chamber Dance Group of which she was the artistic director. This troupe was the forerunner of the
Nanette Bearden Contemporary Dance Theatre (NBCDT), a collective for established and emerging
dancers, choreographers, and dance artists, founded in 1977. The company, located in lower
Manhattan, was disbanded after Nanette Bearden passed away in 1996. In 2004, her sister Sheila
Rohan, also a dancer, revived the company and relocated it to Staten Island.
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i



The Nanette Bearden Papers document some aspects of Bearden's personal life and her careers as a
fashion model and dancer/choreographer. The personal papers include a few letters referring to her
husband Romare Bearden (1987-1988) and fashion sketches she drew as a student. The series
Modeling Career, 1949-1963, contains programs for fashion shows in which she was featured, print
ads, and a script she wrote for a 1954 fashion show.

The Dance Career series, 1971-1996, contains information about both dance companies she founded,
the Dance Chamber Group and the Nanette Bearden Contemporary Dance Theatre (NBCDT). The files
contain information about only a few aspects of the dance companies. The Dance Chamber Dance
Company material (1971-1981) includes a notebook that discusses the formation of the company in
1971 and appointment books. Contracts for dancers and for performance venues and choreographers
represent both dance companies. Files for the NBCDT include Bearden's notebooks with lists of
costumes, contacts, performance itineraries and programs (1982-1992). The series includes
information regarding two dance performances presented by the NBCDT in honor of jazz pianist Mary
Lou Williams in 1988 and 1989. There is also correspondence, a narration script, and related material
for the Annual Renaissance Award Gala that was dedicated to Romare Bearden in 1992-1993.

Key Terms
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African Americans in the performing arts
Choreographers -- United States
Dance companies -- New York (State) -- New York
Dancers -- United States
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Names
Bearden, Nanette
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Container List

Personal Papers 1949-1996

b. 1 f. 1 Wedding and Funeral Programs 1954-1996

Education and Training
b. 1 f. 2-4 Fashion Sketches 1949-1954

b. 1 f. 5 Writing Workshop 1979-1980

b. 1 f. 6 Involvement in Cultural Organizations 1986-1992

b. 1 f. 7 Appointment Calendar 1981

b. 1 f. 8 Correspondence re: Romare Bearden 1987-1988

b. 1 f. 9 Correspondence re: Charitable Contributions 1995-1996

Modeling Career 1949-1963

b. 1 f. 10 Incoming Correspondence 1949-1963

b. 1 f. 11 Employment Records 1949-1955

b. 1 f. 12-13 Fashion Show - Parkview Models - Easter Fashions 1954

b. 1 f. 14 Training and Fashion Shows 1955-1963

b. 1 f. 15 Hat Box Girls - Minutes, Notes 1957

b. 1 f. 16 Ophelia DeVore Agency - Ophelia School of Charm - Notebook 1960

b. 1 f. 17 Fashion Show Programs 1960-1962

b. 1 f. 18 Print Ads
b. 1 f. 19 News Clippings - Articles 1954-1958

Dance Career 1971-1996

Chamber Dance Group
b. 2 f. 1 Formation of Company, etc. - Notebook 1971-1975

Contracts
b. 2 f. 2 Dancers 1975-1981

b. 2 f. 3 Performance Venues and Choreographers 1981

Appointment Books
b. 2 f. 4 1972
b. 2 f. 5 1976-1977
b. 2 f. 6 1979
b. 2 f. 7 Notebook 1980

Nanette Bearden Contemporary Dance Theatre
b. 2 f. 8 Administrative Records 1984-1989

Contracts
b. 2 f. 9 Dancers 1987-1992

b. 2 f. 10 Performance Venues and Choreographers 1983-1991

b. 2 f. 11 Notebook 1982-1992

b. 2 f. 12 Appointment Book
b. 2 f. 13 Telephone Message Notebook 1985-1988

b. 3 f. 1 1986
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b. 3 f. 2 Promotional Material and News Clippings 1986-1996

Nanette Bearden Contemporary Dance Theatre (cont.)
Dance Career (cont.)

b. 3 f. 3 Grants 1988-1992

"Homage to Mary Lou: The Life, Love, Music and Times of Mary Lou
Williams" (Dedicated to the late Romare Bearden)

b. 3 f. 4 Administrative Records and Programs 1986-1988

b. 3 f. 5 Correspondence, Programs, Flyers, and News Clippings 1989

b. 3 f. 6 Correspondence 1989-1991

b. 3 f. 7 Renaissance Awards Gala 1992-1993

General
b. 3 f. 8 1990
b. 3 f. 9 1992

b. 3 f. 10 1993
b. 3 f. 11 1994-1996
b. 3 f. 12 Mailing Lists - Schools
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