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Summary

Creator: New York Public Library. Ottendorfer Branch

Title: Ottendorfer Branch records

Date: 1924-1997

Size: 2.5 linear feet (6 boxes)

Source: Transferred from Ottendorfer Branch Library.

Abstract: The Ottendorfer Branch of the New York Public Library originated in 1884 as part of the New
York Free Circulating Library, which merged with NYPL in 1901. The library building, located in the East
Village neighborhood of Manhattan, was designed by German-born architect William Schickel and was
constructed with funds provided by Oswald Ottendorfer, owner of the New-Yorker Staats-Zeitung. At the
time, the neighborhood was called Kleindeutschland (Little Germany) and had a population of over
150,000 people of German descent. Reports, administrative files and publicity material documenting

operations of the Ottendorfer Branch of The New York Public Library.

Preferred citation: Ottendorfer Branch Records, Manuscripts and Archives Division, The New York
Public Library.

Language of the Material: English
Processing note: Compiled by Jim Moske; machine readable finding aid created by Jim Moske.

Related Materials:
Free Circulating Libraries Records. New York Public Library Archives.

Creator History

The Ottendorfer Branch of the New York Public Library originated in 1884 as part of the New York Free
Circulating Library, which merged with NYPL in 1901. The library building, located in the East Village
neighborhood of Manhattan, was designed by German-born architect William Schickel and was
constructed with funds provided by Oswald Ottendorfer, owner of the New-Yorker Staats-Zeitung. At the




time, the neighborhood was called Kleindeutschland (Little Germany) and had a population of over
150,000 people of German descent.

Scope and Content Note

Reports, administrative files and publicity material documenting operations of the Ottendorfer Branch of
The New York Public Library.
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Ottendorfer Branch Records 1924-1997
Annual Reports 1924-1997, n.d.
Annual Reports - Adult 1953-1971
Annual Reports - Reader's Adviser 1948
Annual Reports - Reference 1949-1953
Annual Reports - School Work 1942
Annual Reports - Young Adult 1969-1979
Architectural Drawings 1967-1968
Articles about Ottendorfer Branch - Bell, Daniel n.d.
Articles about Ottendorfer Branch - Bibliotek 1982
Articles about Ottendorfer Branch - Building America 1941
Articles about Ottendorfer Branch - New Yorker 1979
Articles about Ottendorfer Branch - "Unwanted Publicity", 1966-1979
Branch brochures 1975-1984
Branch Librarians - Charlotte Hubach 1948-1960
Branch Librarians - Mercy Kellogg 1959-1966
Branch Librarians - Eleanor Radwan 1966-1967
Branch Librarians - Robert Bolsted 1967-1981
Building n.d.

Building - New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission Interior
Designation 1981

Children's Room 1972-1988

Citizen's Committee to Keep Ottendorfer Open 1966-1980
Citizen's Committee to Keep Ottendorfer Open 1966-1980
Citizen's Committee to Keep Ottendorfer Open 1966-1980
50th Anniversary 1934

German Book Collection 1970

Guggenheim, Siegfried 1972

History of Ottendorfer v.d.

Neighborhood - Boundaries of the 9th Precinct 1944
Neighborhood - Community Data 1962-1982
Neighborhood - East Village Neighborhood n.d.
Neighborhood - Lower East Side History 1940-1979
Neighborhood - History 1963

Neighborhood Organizations - Emma Lazarus Jewish Woman's Club 1957-

1961

Neighborhood Organizations - Hopper Home 1945-1965
News clippings v.d.

100th Anniversary 1984

Posters ca. 1968
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Ottendorfer Branch Records (cont.)
Programs n.d.
Reference Correspondence 1931-1969
Scrapbooks 1939-1953
Scrapbooks 1953-1970
Scrapbook - 50th Anniversary 1934
Scrapbook - The Ottendorfer Legend: The Hubach Administration n.d.
Scrapbook - The Kellogg Celebration 1964-1966



