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Summary

Creator:  New York Public Library. Branch Libraries. Director's Office

Title:  Arthur Elmore Bostwick records

Date:  1901-1909

Size:  .33 linear feet (1 box)

Source:  Transferred from Office of Branch Libraries.

Abstract:  Administrative records from the office of Arthur Elmore Bostwick, Chief of the Circulation
Department of The New York Public Library from 1901-1909.

Physical Location:  RG 8

Preferred citation:  Arthur Elmore Bostwick Records, Manuscripts and Archives Division, The New
York Public Library.

Language of the Material:  English

Processing note:  Compiled Jim Moske; machine readable finding aid created by FAKER.

Creator History

Arthur Bostwick (1860-1942) was Head Librarian of the New York Free Circulating Libraries from 1895-
1897. In 1901 he was hired by John Shaw Billings, first Director of The New York Public Library, to
establish NYPL's Circulation Department (renamed the Branch Libraries in 1966). He was Chief of the
Circulation Department until 1909 when he left to become head of the St. Louis Public Library.

Scope and Content Note

Records consist of memoranda, financial documents, brochures and other materials relating to the
establishment of The New York Public Library Circulation Department. There is information regarding
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sites for branch libraries constructed with funding from Andrew Carnegie, Circulation Department
regulations, staffing and a model school library.

Key Terms

Subjects
Branch libraries -- New York (State) -- New York
Libraries -- New York (State) -- New York
Public libraries -- New York (State) -- New York

Names
New York Public Library. Branch Libraries. Director's Office
Bostwick, Arthur E. (Arthur Elmore), 1860-1942
New York Public Library. Circulation Department. Chief
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Container List

Arthur Elmore Bostwick Records 1901-1909

b. 1 f. 1 Accounts and vouchers, Rules on 1905-1907

b. 1 f. 2 John Shaw Billings Memo on library branches ca. 1901

b. 1 f. 3 Brochures 1904

b. 1 f. 4 Carnegie Branch Illumination 1908

b. 1 f. 5 Carnegie Sites 1903-1909

b. 1 f. 6 Comparison of Expenditures - Circulation, Cost of n.d.

b. 1 f. 7 Circulation per volume, fines 1905-1909

b. 1 f. 8 Comparison of Income and Expenses 1904

b. 1 f. 9 First Statement of the Circulation Department 1902

b. 1 f. 10 Model School Library 1906

b. 1 f. 11 New York City - Cost of Public Libraries 1909

b. 1 f. 12 New York City - Real Estate Owned … Used for Public Libraries 1908

b. 1 f. 13 Rules and Regulations 1905

b. 1 f. 14 Staffing 1901-1904

b. 1 f. 15 Statistics - letter to Harry Miller Lydenberg 1908

b. 1 f. 16 Stratemeyer, Edward 1905
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