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Size:  20.0 linear feet (80 boxes)

Abstract:  Éva Gauthier (1885-1958) was a Canadian-American vocalist best known for her
performances of contemporary music and her associations with George Gershwin, Igor Stravinsky, and
other composers. Her collection of published scores documents her vast repertoire, musical interests,
and versatility.

Preferred citation:  Éva Gauthier collection of published scores, JPB 13-29. Music Division, The New
York Public Library for the Performing Arts

Language of the Material:  English

Related Materials:  

Éva Gauthier papers, JPB 13-29.

Creator History

Josephine Éva Phoebe Gauthier (1885-1958) was a Canadian-American vocalist best known for her
performances of contemporary music, as well as her associations with George Gershwin, Igor
Stravinsky, and other composers. She was born in Ottawa, Ontario, and began studying piano,
harmony, and voice as a child.

In 1902, at age 17, she travelled to Europe for further study and to launch her career. She trained in
Paris under the voice teachers Auguste-Jean Dubulle and Jacques Bouhy. Gauthier performed as a
contralto at first, but expanded her range to include the soprano and coloratura registers, though she
became known primarily as a mezzo-soprano.
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By 1905, she had toured the United Kingdom and Canada with the famed singer Dame Emma Albani,
who publically endorsed Gauther as her successor. She toured Europe as a soloist for a few years
before her 1909 opera debut in Pavia, Italy. The following year, Gauthier was scheduled to premiere in
Britain with the Royal Opera House at Covent Garden, but was replaced at the last minute. She
resigned from the company and never attempted to perform opera again.

After the Covent Garden incident, Gauthier moved to Java, Indonesia, to live with her future husband,
Frans Knoote, with whom she had a son named Evan. She stayed for four years, learning the music of
Java and studying with a Gamelan orchestra (Gauthier may have been among the first classically
trained western artists to do so). She also toured other countries in the region and performed recitals in
China at a time when western classical music was rarely heard there.

Gauthier left Indonesia for New York when the First World War started. She began performing annually
at Aeolian Hall, and a recital there in 1917 proved to be her breakthrough. She sang works of
Stravinsky and Ravel, after which Stravinsky chose Gauthier to debut all his concert vocal
compositions; she quickly became known for her associations with contemporary composers, who
regularly submitted new works for her to perform.

Through the 1920s, Gauthier toured North America and Europe with a piano accompanist (usually
Celius Dougherty), and occasionally performed with orchestras. She became attracted to jazz at that
time, and in November 1923, at her annual Aeolian Hall recital, became the first classical musician to
perform songs of Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, and George Gershwin (accompanied by the composer).
The program also included music by Schoenberg, Milhaud, Bartok, and Hindemith, and proved to be
historic; it directly led to Gershwin's own premiere at Aeolian Hall a few months later, when he debuted
his Rhapsody in Blue with the Paul Whiteman Orchestra.

Gauthier took a hiatus from performance in the late 1920s because of health and financial issues, but
resumed her career from 1931 to 1937, after which she retired to concentrate on teaching private
students and giving master classes. She maintained a presence in the arts and music scene of New
York, attending performances of her students and other vocalists; she was also a founding member of
the American Guild of Musical Artists, and served on its board of governors.

In her final years, Gauthier wrote articles about her life and career for The Musical Record and Musical
Courier, and also wrote for radio. She died in New York on December 20, 1958.

Source: "Éva Gauthier, mezzo-soprano and voice teacher (1885-1958)." Library and Archives Canada,
accessed June 13, 2019. http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/gramophone/028011-1009-e.html

Scope and Content Note

The Éva Gauthier collection of published scores contains a huge variety of music for piano and vocalist
that demonstrates Gauthier's vast repertoire, musical interests, and versatility. The scores include work
by composers from the Western canon such as Handel, Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Schumann,
Brahms, Debussy, and Fauré, as well as by 20th century composers, including Henry Cowell, Carlos
Chavez, George Gershwin, Arnold Schoenberg, Igor Stravinsky, Darius Milhaud, Charles Ives, Elliott
Carter, Paul Hindemith, Béla Bartók, Ned Rorem, and John Duke. Also present is music by many
lesser-known composers, as well as arrangements of traditional songs. Most of the scores do not bare
annotations. Although the vast majority of the music is published, there are manuscripts present from
composers (none well-known), or for arrangements of traditional songs (the arranger unidentified). A
set of compositions, titled "A Garland of Songs for Éva Gauthier", was compiled by an unknown friend.
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Arrangement:  The scores are arranged by composer.

Key Terms

Subjects
Music -- United States -- 20th century

Genre/Physical Characteristic
Scores (documents for music)

Names
Gauthier, Eva, 1885-1958
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Container List

b. 1 f. 1-47 Abt, Franz - Ayres, Frederick
b. 2 f. 1-9 Baal, Johannes - Bach, Johann Sebastian

b. 3 f. 1-43 Bach, Johann Sebastian - Bacon, Ernst
b. 4 f. 1-49 Bacon, Ernst - Bax, Arnold
b. 5 f. 1-24 Beach, George - Beethoven, Ludwig Van
b. 6 f. 1-38 Bellini, Vincenzio - Bizet, Georges
b. 7 f. 1-20 Blanchard, Roger - Bloch, Ernest
b. 8 f. 1-29 Bohm, Carl - Boyle, George
b. 9 f. 1-15
b. 10 f. 1-8

Brahms, Johannes

b. 10 f. 9-37 Braunfels, Walter - Bruneau, Alfred
b. 11 f. 1-33 Bucci, Mark - Carter, Elliott
b. 12 f. 1-24 Cassella, Alfredo - Castelnuovo-Tedesco, Mario
b. 13 f. 1-26 Castelnuovo-Tedesco, Mario - Chabrier, Emmanuel
b. 14 f. 1-21 Chadwick, George Whitefield - Chausson, Ernest
b. 15 f. 1-41 Chavez, Carlos - Creston, Paul
b. 16 f. 1-30 Crist, Bainbridge - Davy, F.A
b. 17 f. 1-34
b. 18 f. 1-6

Debussy, Claude

b. 18 f. 7-23 Deis, Carl - Delibes, Léo
b. 19 f. 1-43 Delius, Frederick - Donovan, Richard
b. 20 f. 1-43 Dougherty, Celius - Dukas, Paul
b. 21 f. 1-33
b. 22 f. 1-29

Duke, John

b. 23 f. 1-25 Dukelsky, Vladimir - Dvorkin, Judith
b. 24 f. 1-38 Edmunds, John - Elgar, Edward
b. 25 f. 1-29 Elwell, Herbert - Fauré, Gabriel
b. 26 f. 1-33 Fauré, Gabriel - Fauré, Jean
b. 27 f. 1-34 Ferrari, Gustave - Foster, Stephen
b. 28 f. 1-35 Fourdrain, Félix - Garcia, Jr., Manuel
b. 29 f. 1-32 A Garland Of Songs For Éva Gauthier - Giannini, Vittorio
b. 30 f. 1-52 Gibbs, Cecil Armstrong - Goosens, Eugene
b. 31 f. 1-30 Götze, Carl - Grant Schaefer, George Alfred
b. 32 f. 1-53 Grechaninov, Aleksandr - Hadley, Patrick
b. 34 f. 1-32 Hageman, Richard - Hall, Ariel
b. 33 f. 1-35
b. 35 f. 1-33

Handel, George Frideric

b. 36 f. 1-39 Harmati, Sandor - Helm, Everett
b. 37 f. 1-16 Hennessy, Swan - Hindemith, Paul
b. 38 f. 1-28 Hively, Wells - Horsman, Edward
b. 39 f. 1-33 Howe, Mary - Ives, Charles
b. 40 f. 1-33 Jacobson, Myron - Kjerulf, Halfdan
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b. 41 f. 1-20 Klein, John - Kubik, Gail
b. 42 f. 1-46 Kushner, Leon - Lipsky, Alexander
b. 43 f. 1-37 Liszt, Franz - MacDowell, Edward
b. 44 f. 1-36 MacGimsey, Robert - Marcello, Benedetto
b. 45 f. 1-22 Marchese, Mathilde - Massenet, Jules
b. 46 f. 1-23 Massenet, Jules - Medtner, Nikolay Karlovich
b. 47 f. 1-25 Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, Felix - Meyerowitz, Jan
b. 48 f. 1-32 Mihalovici, Marcel - Mompou, Frédéric
b. 49 f. 1-34 Monro, George - Mussorgsky, Modest Petrovich
b. 50 f. 1-28 Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus
b. 51 f. 1-42 Myers, Gordon - Nordoff, Paul
b. 52 f. 1-34 Nussio, Otmar - Parisotti, Alessandro
b. 53 f. 1-33 Parker, Horatio - Pillois, Jacques
b. 54 f. 1-41 Pineau, Charles - Poulenc, Francis
b. 55 f. 1-28 Poulenc, Francis - Provenzale, Francesco
b. 56 f. 1-17 Puccini, Giacomo - Purcell, Henry
b. 57 f. 1-45 Purcell, Henry - Rachmaninoff, Sergei
b. 58 f. 1-29 Raff, Joachim - Raphling, Sam
b. 59 f. 1-38 Rasbach, Oscar - Ravel, Maurice
b. 60 f. 1-42 Reger, Max - Riego, Teresa del
b. 61 f. 1-33 Ries, Franz - Rontani, Raffaello
b. 62 f. 1-28 Rorem, Ned
b. 63 f. 1-39 Rosenberg, Emanuel - Russell, Kennedy
b. 64 f. 1-45 Sacco, John - Satie, Erik
b. 65 f. 1-37 Sauguet, Henri - Schoenberg, Arnold
b. 66 f. 1-17 Schreker, Franz - Schubert, Franz
b. 67 f. 1-3
b. 68 f. 1-8

Schubert, Franz

b. 68 f. 9-17 Schuman, William - Schumann, Robert
b. 69 f. 1-6 Schumann, Robert

b. 70 f. 1-38 Scott, Cyril - Seelig, Paul J
b. 71 f. 1-46 Seigmeister, Elie - Still, William Grant
b. 72 f. 1-33 Strauss, Johann - Strauss, Richard
b. 73 f. 1-25 Stravinsky, Igor
b. 74 f. 1-47 Strong, L.A.G. - Thomas, Ambroise
b. 75 f. 1-42 Thomè, Francis - Tweedy, Donald
b. 76 f. 1-37 Upton-Close, Alice - Viardot-Garcia, Pauline
b. 77 f. 1-43 Vidal, Paul - Walton, Kenneth
b. 78 f. 1-35 Ware, Harriet - Whittaker, William Gillies
b. 79 f. 1-27 Widor, Charles Marie - Wolf, Hugo
b. 80 f. 1-17 Wolf-Ferrari, Ermanno - Zimbalist, Efrem
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