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Summary

Creator: American Theatre Wing

Title: Stage Door Canteen photographs

Date: 1943-1945

Size: 1 linear foot (4 boxes)

Source: Received as a transfer from the Theatre Division.

Abstract: The Stage Door Canteen was a New York City venue run by the American Theatre Wing
that offered food, socialization, and entertainment free of charge for U.S. military men during World War
Il. The original, New York City venue opened on March 2, 1942 in the basement of a theater on 44th
Street in New York's theater district. Eventually, Stage Door Canteens were set up in cities across the
country, as well as in London and Paris. The venues closed with the end of World War Il in 1945. The
collection consists of 278 black and white photographs of musicians and audience members at the
Stage Door Canteen from the years 1943 to 1945. Photographs were taken by several different New
York City news photographers and primarily depict musicians in the act of performing. Musicians
include instrumentalists and singers from genres of classical, jazz, country, blues, and gospel.

Preferred citation: Stage Door Canteen photographs, JPB 18-04. Music Division, The New York
Public Library for the Performing Arts

Language of the Material: English

Creator History

The Stage Door Canteen was a New York City venue run by the American Theatre Wing that offered
food, socialization, and entertainment free of charge for U.S. military men during World War Il. The
original, New York City venue opened on March 2, 1942 in the basement of a theater on 44th Street in
New York's theater district. Eventually, Stage Door Canteens were set up in cities across the country, as
well as in London and Paris. The venues closed with the end of World War Il in 1945.




Scope and Content Note
The collection consists of 278 black and white photographs of musicians and audience members at the
Stage Door Canteen from the years 1943 to 1945. Photographs were taken by several different New

York City news photographers and primarily depict musicians in the act of performing. Musicians
include instrumentalists and singers from genres of classical, jazz, country, blues, and gospel.

Arrangement: Folders are arranged alphabetically by last name of primary performer.
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Boys' Sanctuary Choir of Winston-Salem, N.C undated (1 photograph)
Joseph Strul, photographer

Camerim, Tully undated (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Carl and Batie 1945 May 17 (2 photographs)
Harold Arrigoni, photographer

Carroll, Ellen undated (4 photographs)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Castello, Rosemarie 1944 November 15 (1 photograph)
Samuel L. Kurtz, photographer

Claire, Denny undated (1 photograph)
Lawrence Ulshen, photographer

Cleveland, Mrs 1944 March 1 (1 photograph)
Murray Laden, photographer

Cohn, Arlene, Edward Camara, and Al Stefani undated (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Despe 1944 May 14 (1 photograph)

Sydney Hut, photographer

Dodge, Christine and Laura Wilson undated (1 photograph)

Herman S. Rabson, photographer

Dova, Frieda 1943 December 1 (1 photograph)
Murray Laden, photographer

Elio, Elena undated (1 photograph)
Joseph Strul, photographer

Elliot, Muriel 1943 November 10 (1 photograph)
Ben Kaplan, photographer

Elton, Mary 1943 September 25 (3 photographs)
Joseph Strul, photographer

Emerson, Jack 1944 January 6 (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Enody, Margaret undated (3 photographs)
David Joseph; Arthur Johannes, photographer

Evans, Sylvan undated (2 photographs)
Harold Arrigoni, photographer

Fatia, Rose undated (3 photographs)
Edith Marino, photographer

Feder, Stewart undated (1 photograph)
Edith Marino, photographer

Felix, Alma undated (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Fields, Terry undated (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Fitzsimmons, Samuel and Herbert Kingsley undated (3 photographs)
Charles Norton; Phin Zolot, photographers
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Fleishman, Beatrice undated (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Foster, Dorlenne undated (1 photograph)
Joseph Strul, photographer

Foster, John 1944 August 28 (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Foy, Catherine undated (1 photograph)
Ben Kaplan, photographer

Franklin, Edith undated (1 photograph)
Harriet Arnold, photographer

Freeman, Irene 1943 July (3 photographs)
Samuel L. Kurtz; Phin Zolot, photographers

Garcia, Jean and Tino Valenti undated (2 photographs)
Ann Cushman, photographer

Gauge, Frasier and Ken Walton undated (2 photographs)
Alice Eagan; Phin Zolot, photographers

Gaye, Sylvia, Gordon Stewart, Alfonso M. Sueno, Charles Zajac, and Sam
Stabroff undated (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Gomez, Maria 1943 August 11, undated 1943 (4 photographs)
Herman S. Rabson; Arthur Johannes; Ben Kaplan; Henry N. Cordes, photographers

Griffin, Nancy 1944 August 10 (1 photograph)
Samuel L. Kurtz, photographer

Gusten, Marilyn undated (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Halker, Fred undated (1 photograph)
Charles E. Howlett, photographer

Hammer, Marjorie undated (2 photographs)
Joseph Strul, photographer

Hammer, Victor undated (2 photographs)
Ann Cushman, photographer

Harlem mixed voice group 1943 May 28 (2 photographs)
Charles Norton, photographer

Harris, Naomi and Jane Dressler undated (2 photographs)
Edith Marino; H. Ed. Blake, photographers

Hayes, Beverly 1944 November (1 photograph)
Harold Arrigoni, photographer

Hector, Carolyn undated (2 photographs)

Hellrich, Isabelle 1943 October 21 (1 photograph)
Mildred Hatry, photographer

Hoffman, Leigh undated (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Huber, Nona undated (1 photograph)
David Joseph, photographer

Hubert, Nan, O. Johannsen, Verne Zeigler, and Bruce Dunbar 1945 November
29, undated 1945 (3 photographs)
Henry N. Cordes; Carol K. Rachlin, photographers



b.1f 46

b. 11 47

b.1f 48

b. 11 49

b. 11 50

b.1f 51

b.1f 52

b.1f 53

b.2f. 10

b.2f 11

b.2f 12

b.2f 13

b.2f 14

b.2f. 15

Guide to the

Stage Door Canteen photographs

Hughes, Dana undated (1 photograph)
David Joseph, photographer

Hume, Elayne undated (1 photograph)
David A. Howard, photographer

Hunneford, Dorothy undated (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Hutchinson, John undated (2 photographs)
Herman S. Rabson, photographer

Janes, Olga undated (2 photographs)
Harriet Arnold, photographer

Johnson, Hardesty 1944 March 1 (1 photograph)
Murray Laden, photographer

Johnson, Mattye undated (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Johnstone, Elizabeth, Walter Gillman, and Ronald Murray undated (2
photographs)
Ann Cushman, photographer

Kamil, Sidney undated (2 photographs)
Phin Zolot; Mitchell Weinstock, photographers

Karsten, Dorothy 1943 July 8 (1 photograph)
Arthur Johannes, photographer

Keller, Ann 1943 October 16 (1 photograph)
Arthur Johannes, photographer

Kelley, Jo undated (1 photograph)
David A. Howard, photographer

Kerr, Judy and Neyna Colomo undated (1 photograph)
H. Ed. Blake, photographer

Kerry, Lu undated (2 photographs)
Edith Marino, photographer

Korda, Ruth 1945 November 26 (2 photographs)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Koshlick, Rose O'Dae 1943 November 13 (1 photograph)
Arthur Johannes, photographer

Kraft, Mary 1945 November 28 (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Krans, Ruth undated (2 photographs)
Charles E. Howlett, photographer

Kreitzer, Red 1945 January 13 (1 photograph)
Edith Marino, photographer

Lake, Dona, Roger Paul, Ralph Chambers, and Roy Lin 1943 November 13 (1

photograph)
Arthur Johannes, photographer

Laune, Sidney undated (1 photograph)
Herman S. Rabson, photographer

Lawton, Paul 1945 January 7 (2 photographs)
Sidney G. Bernard; Ruth Davis, photographers

Leader, John with orchestra undated (1 photograph)
Ann Cushman, photographer
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Leanza, Angela undated (1 photograph)
Mildred Schwarz, photographer

Lee, Rita undated (1 photograph)
Marian Hille, photographer

Leonard, Cecile and Phil Bennett's Orchestra undated (1 photograph)
Mitchell Weinstock, photographer

Leonard, Cindy undated (1 photograph)
Lawrence Ulshen, photographer

Leslie, Phyllis 1943 October 21 (1 photograph)
Mildred Hatry, photographer

Light, Sylvia undated (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Little, Enid undated (1 photograph)
Joseph Strul, photographer

Loch, Tilly undated (2 photographs)
Mildred Hatry, photographer

Loews State Band and Johnny Morgan 1945 October 22 (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Lombardo, Jo Ann and M. Mackie undated (1 photograph)

Longoni, Carol 1944 September 6 (1 photograph)
Samuel L. Kurtz, photographer

Loring, Dell undated (1 photograph)
Edith Marino, photographer

Loring, Ruth undated (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Loubet Choral Group undated (1 photograph)
Harriet Arnold, photographer

Lundgren, Dorothy and John Oliver 1945 February 11 (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Lynn, Rhoda undated (1 photograph)
Charles E. Howlett, photographer

Manning, Margo 1943 June 10 (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Martuccia, [first name unknown] 1944 November (1 photograph)
Harold Arrigoni, photographer

Mason, June 1944 February 29 (2 photographs)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Mastro, Lou and Elou Williams 1944 December 29 (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Maynard, Mingo undated (1 photograph)

Bess Maslow, photographer

McNamara's Band 1943 September 8 (1 photograph)
Samuel L. Kurtz, photographer

Medley, James 1944 August 30 (1 photograph)
Edith Marino, photographer

Menton, Evelyn 1943 September 30, 1944 April 18 (2 photographs)
Henry N. Cordes; Phin Zolot, photographers



.21.40

.21.41

.21.42

.21.43

.21. 44

.21.45

.21.46
L2147

.21.48

.21.49

.21.50

.21.51

.2f1.52

.21.53

.2f1.54

.2f1.55

b.3f 1

b.3f. 2

b.3f. 3

b.3f 4
b.315

b.3f.6

b.317

Guide to the
Stage Door Canteen photographs

Merwin, Jean 1943 August 18 (1 photograph)
Ben Kaplan, photographer

Michaels, Ruth and Ken Walton 1945 May 19, undated 1945 (2 photographs)
Herman S. Rabson; Edith Marino, photographers

Mitchell, Jess 1944 April 29 (1 photograph)
Lawrence Ulshen, photographer

Morgan, Claude 1943 November 3 (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Munoz, Helen 1943 December 23 (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Ness, Nancy undated (1 photograph)
Joseph Strul, photographer

Olsen, Herbert undated (1 photograph)

Ortiss, Grace undated (1 photograph)
Joseph Strul, photographer

Pagano, Camillo and Kenneth Walton 1944 August 3, 1944 August 16, 1945 May 5 (3
photographs)

Herman S. Rabson; Edith Marino, photographers

Parsons, Frank and his orchestra 1944 April 29, 1944 March 27, 1944 September 10,

1944 October 16 (6 photographs)
Lawrence Ulshen; David Joseph; Charles E. Howlett; H. Ed. Blake; Dorothy Gale, photographers

Patch, Anthony undated (1 photograph)
Harold Arrigoni, photographer

Paul, Maryanne 1944 March 14 (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Paulette Sisters undated (1 photograph)
Joseph Strul, photographer

Paulist Choristers 1944 December 24 (1 photograph)
Ann Cushman, photographer

Pearson, Ina and Pat Kerr 1944 November 11, 1945 January 13 (3 photographs)
Henry Korones; Edith Marino, photographers

Pedroza, Alma and Ken Walton 1945 March 29 (1 photograph)
Herman S. Rabson, photographer

Pixie Pipers undated (2 photographs)
Bess Maslow, photographer

Pope, Bob 1944 November 8 (1 photograph)
Charles E. Howlett, photographer

Pope, Melba 1944 September 10, 1944 September 17 (2 photographs)
H. Ed. Blake; Henry Korones, photographers

Porttor, George undated (1 photograph)

Powell, Eileen undated (1 photograph)
Murray Laden, photographer

Price, Arnold undated (1 photograph)
Joseph Strul, photographer

Rae, Lenore undated (1 photograph)
Herman S. Rabson, photographer
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Rallis, Basil undated (4 photographs)
Dorothy Gale, photographer

Rapps, Dorothy 1943 December 12, 1944 August 16 (2 photographs)
Mildred Schwarz; Edith Marino, photographers

Redd, John undated (1 photograph)
H. Ed. Blake, photographer

Reed, Mary Lee 1944 February 5 (1 photograph)
Lawrence Ulshen, photographer

Reene, Constance undated (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Renée, Joyce and Mr. Whitney, Harry Pinch, Leon Rommers 1944 (9
photographs)
Phin Zolot; Edith Marino; Henry Cordes; Lawrence Ulshen, photographers

Richards, Marjorie 1943 September 17 (2 photographs)
Charles Norton, photographer

Robin, Jane and R. Stephanson, P. Blanco, G. Kellogg, R. Olsen, P. Caputo
1943 April 10 (1 photograph)
Arthur Johannes, photographer

Rodi, Corinne and Beatrice Berwald undated (1 photograph)
Charles E. Howlett, photographer

Rogers, Ardelle undated (2 photographs)
Herman S. Rabson; H. Ed. Blake, photographers

Roma, Jo undated (1 photograph)
H. Ed. Blake, photographer

Rosecranz, May undated (2 photographs)
Charles Norton, photographer

Ross, Phillip undated (1 photograph)
Harold Arrigoni, photographer

Rudenko, Sonia 1944 April 10 (1 photograph)
David Joseph, photographer

Russell, Ward undated (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Sanders, Evelyn 1943 October 2 (1 photograph)
Arthur Johannes, photographer

Schupac, Marcia 1944 April 15 (1 photograph)
Edith Marino, photographer

Sgroi, Argelina 1944 September 10 (2 photographs)
H. Ed. Blake, photographer

Shea, Lucille and Alan Firestone undated (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Sheridan, Pat undated (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Sherwin Twins Band undated (1 photograph)
Arthur G. Macaulay, photographer

Simmons, Elaine undated (2 photographs)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Sinclair Triplets 1944 July 15, 1944 November 29, undated 1944 (4 photographs)
Lawrence Ulshen; Samuel L. Kurtz, photographers
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Sodja, Joe undated (2 photographs)

Ann Cushman; Henry N. Cordes, photographers

Soma, Tony and Dick Malaby 1944 August 2 (1 photograph)
Ben Kaplan, photographer

Speath Sisters undated (3 photographs)
Morton Morrison; Harriet Arnold, photographers

Spencer Sisters undated (1 photograph)

Morton Morrison, photographer

Stapleton, Doris, Tony Romano, and the Three Merry Maids 1943 June 1,
undated 1943 (2 photographs)

Nathaniel Field; Mildred Hatry, photographers

Steel, Dan 1944 February 17 (2 photographs)

Herman S. Rabson, photographer

Stewart, Winifred and James Cosenza 1945 March 24 (2 photographs)
Edith Marino, photographer

Stokes, Eleanor, Charles Berger, and Helen Hunt undated (1 photograph)
Herman S. Rabson, photographer

Sulla, Al 1945 May 21 (2 photographs)
Edith Marino, photographer

Sullivan, Jeri undated (1 photograph)

Ann Cushman, photographer

Sullivan, Matty and Lew Lane 1945 February 24 (2 photographs)

Edith Marino, photographer

Sully, Bill, Natalie Gleason, and Sidney Lane undated (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Summers, Lydia undated (1 photograph)

Joseph Strul, photographer

Swift, Michael 1944 October 27 (2 photographs)

I. W. Schmidt, photographer

Tarik, Nancy undated (1 photograph)
Mildred Schwarz, photographer

Tarsell, Tina undated (1 photograph)

Joseph Strul, photographer

Taylor, Hilda and Walter Flasher 1943 May 12 (1 photograph)
Ben Kaplan, photographer

Ted Waring's Singers undated (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Terris, Lita undated (2 photographs)
Charles E. Howlett, photographer

Thompson, Chic undated (1 photograph)

Harold Arrigoni, photographer

Tibbetts, Barmy, Edward Horehlad, Lore Noto, and Albert Feliciano undated (1
photograph)

Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Tyler, Danny 1944 November 29 (1 photograph)

Samuel L. Kurtz, photographer

U.S. Naval Reserve Training School Band undated (2 photographs)

Joseph Strul, photographer
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Uhl, Macella and Ken Walton 1943 June 10 (1 photograph)
Phin Zolot, photographer

Valentine, Cherry 1944 July 15 (1 photograph)
Lawrence Ulshen, photographer

Valerie, Vi and Eldou Kessinger undated (1 photograph)
Herman S. Rabson, photographer

Van Noy Sisters and Russ Smith 1944 November 23 (2 photographs)
Edith Marino, photographer

Vogel, Beatrice undated (1 photograph)
Murray Laden, photographer

Walton, Don undated (2 photographs)
Charles E. Howlett; David Joseph, photographers

Walton, Ken 1943 August 31 (1 photograph)
Jane Arnold, photographer

Warner Sisters undated (2 photographs)
Samuel L. Kurtz, photographer

Weiler, Glory undated (1 photograph)
Herman S. Rabson, photographer

Weinberg, Seymour undated (2 photographs)
Edith Marino, photographer

Weltgenstein, Paul undated (1 photograph)

Whezan, Philip undated (1 photograph)
David Joseph, photographer

White Rubes 1945 May 21 (2 photographs)
Edith Marino, photographer

Williams, Elou, J.T. McCrory, and Louis Mastro undated (4 photographs)
Harold Arrigoni; Henry N. Cordes; Morton Morrison, photographers

Wilner, Miriam and James Cosenza undated (1 photograph)
Morton Morrison, photographer

Wilson, Art and the Sagamore Inn Band undated (2 photographs)
Joseph Strul, photographer

Wolper, Alma undated (1 photograph)
Henry N. Cordes, photographer

Woods, Irene 1944 August 1, 1944 August 22 (3 photographs)
I. W. Schmidt, photographer

Work, Betty undated (1 photograph)
Harold Arrigoni, photographer

Wroncha, Maria undated (1 photograph)
Herman S. Rabson, photographer

Young, Sheila and Kenneth Hieber 1944 April 4, undated 1944 (2 photographs)
B. Marlow; Henry N. Cordes, photographers

Young, Sheila undated (2 photographs)
B. Marlow; Henry N. Cordes, photographers

Zimmerman, Billy undated (1 photograph)
Harriet Arnold, photographer



