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BIOGRAPHY

William Adams (1807 - 1880) graduated from Yale in 1827 and from

Andover Theological Seminary in 1830. Adams was ordained and installed
Pastor of the Congregational Church in Brighton (now a part of Boston) on
Feb. 2, 1831, but resigned three years later due to the illness and later
death of his first wife. He was installed Pastor of the Central Presbyte-
rian Church, Broome Street, New York, on Nov. 13 1334. 1In 1836 Adams was
one of the group who founded Union Theological Seminary. Having declined
in 1840 and 1871 offers of the presidency of Union Theological Seminary,

he accepted the position in 1874. Adams was influential in securing large
endowments for the Seminary, and _ . the strength and independence of the

institution were largely the result of his work.

John Crosby Browm (1838 -~ 1909) in 1864, married Miss Mary Eliza-
beth Adams, daughter of William Adams.

Mr. Brown was the son of James Brown, who in 1825 started the New
York banking house of Brown Brothers and Co. He graduated from Coléﬁbia
in 1859 and soon after entered his father's firm, of which, at the time of
his death, he was senior partner. Crosby Brown received his early business
training in the offices of Brown, Shipley and Co., of London, a branch house
established by his uncle William Brown. He remained active in the affairs
of this firm until his death. For many yvears Crosby Brown was an elder in
the Madison Square Presbyterian Church, of New York. He was one of the
founders of the Presbyterian Church at St. Cloud, New Jersey, where he was
superintendent of the Sunday School. He became a director of the Union
Theological Seminary in 1866, vice president of the board of directors in
1883, and upon the death of Dr. Charles Butler in 1897, was made its

president.



BIOGRAPHY - CONT'D

Rev. Dr. William Adams Brown (1865 - 1943) was John Crosby Brown's
eldest son.

William Adams Brown attended St. Paul's school, Concord, N.H., and
received from Yale University an A.B. degree in 1886, an A.M. degree in 1888
and a Ph.D. in 1901. He graduated from the Union Theological Seminary in
1890, and studied at the University of Berlin from 1890 to 1892. He was
ordained to the Presbyterian Ministry in 1893 and became an instructor at
Union Theological Seminary in 1892, a provisional professor in 1895, Roosevelt
Professor of Systematic Theology in 1898, and Research Professor in Applied
Theology in 1930.

A member of the Yale Corporation from 1917 to 1934, Adams Brown was
acting president of Yale University from 1919 to 1920. He was president of
the Religious Education Association from 1928 to 1931, a member of the Board
of Home Missions of the Presbyterian Church from 1910 to 1923, and a member
of the Commission of Higher Education, India, 1930-1931.

In 1936 William Adams Brown retired from the faculty of Union

Theological Seminary, after serving forty four years.



CONTENTS

The Brown - Gilman Family Papers consist primarily of correspondence,
1862+1937, written by five generations of the Adams-Brown and Gilman-Noyes
families. The organization of the letters revolves around William Adams
Brown who corresponded oftegr beginning as a small child while away at school,
with most of his relatives, Although William Adams Brown, his father and
grandfather were very active professionals, the correspondence is personal
and domestic rather than organizational.

Also included are invitations and Christmas cards received by family;
an address before students of Union Theological Seminary by John Crosby
Brown 141898 and obituary notices and family reminiscences of John Crosby
Brown.

Collection ends with four volumes of memorials of Rev. Dr. William
Adams. The first volume consists of a series of letters and testimonials
from students and colleagues of Dr. Adams during the seven years in which he
was president of Union Theological Seminary. The other three volumes,
containing a series of papers showing the more intimate sides of Dr. Adams'
character, were specially prepared for the benefit of his children, grand-

children and great-grandchildren.



Gl 1Y

ﬁ;“l()kkskb ~FVL AL ¥ A.ﬁwlu_\lxﬁ);:? ijl S
B it e g 1]

Inventory

10X _1a

X 2

TN \
LLTT'&« WALLLA S ADKM™MY T O o4y FA'THD\

- LETTERS TO WILLIAM ADAMS8 BROWN FROM PBROYWN PAMILY

John Oroubv bp own (father) to wAB, 10728-80

" "
0 B

1 ¥

"
" "

IR | 1 '

l881-84-
18u6-86.

(l‘..

Ve

Mary Fllzabeth Brnwn (mother) to VAH, 3873-30‘¢— {9¢1 -

L
n

" lBsl-p4
" 18865-9)
" l8u8-191"7

Amy Be (eister) & Henry 1. DeForest to waB, 1891-1922

Eliza Coe Moore (sinter) to WAB, 1878-1887
" 1890~1920

Mary Magoun Brown (siater) to VIAB, 1889«1907

L

1908-1920

James Crosby Erown (brother) to wap, 1878-9)

-

nelen Gilman Lrown (wifae) bo wnn. lans-p1

L
"
n
"
L
"
"
L
"
L
LU
nn

"
"
L
L
n
"
"
"
"
"
]
"

n
"
"
"
"
n
"
"
L
L
"
i

& Sons

189193
18P1-1920

1894 -9B

1806~97
1896~1909
1809 ~1900
1801-04
1910-17
1912-1%7
1914-18
1916-16
1916~17
1917-19

LETTERS TO WILIAM ADANMS EROWN FROM FAMILY & FRIENDS

Family % Frlﬁnda to waB,
n H

n

"
"

18%77-188"7

1878-1890
1886-1897

Lettera of Congratulation to wAB & wife, 1891



JOX Se

BOX 4.

WAR to Aunbt Susy, 1877-1894
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" " n ] ])I‘O'Nn Family, 1886-97
" N n H " 1890 -16809
" " " " “ " 1902~180%
it " " " “  n 1903~1908
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" " " " williem g Jolm Prown, 1906<1914
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LECIERS PO IELEH OILMAN (HOYES) IMOWN FRoM NOYES FAMILY (cont.)
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Famlily & Friends to HGB, 18907-1808
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Lot ters to Jolm Crosbvﬂ& Mary E. Brown from Lev., wWm Adems,
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Lottors to and From Jobn crosby lrown, 1906-1009
Lotbtors to John Crosby Brown re "one Hundred Years of
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Lettors of condolonos on peath of Jolwm grouby [rown, 1909
Addpera bators students of \nion Theologlonl Semlnary Ly .
John Crusly Ixown, 1898
Lotters to & #rom Evelyn gos Moore, 1887-1808

lLettere to & from paniel R. & llelen A. Hoyes, 1871-1808
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1896-1903
Noyea Family Mlmo,.; Invitatlions /» ghristmas Qards
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