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Description The Sabin Family: Joseph Sabin (1821-1881), Joseph F~ Sabin (1846
1926), and J. Percy Sabin(1872-1934) were the principal proprietors of the Sabin
family firm of book, autograph, and print dealers doing business in England and
the United States from 1842 to 1934. In 1842, upon the completion of his appren
ticeship to an: Oxford book dealer, Joseph Sabin set up ~hs own sale and auction
house. In 1848, he moved to the United States, working ~¥r a number of Philadel
phia firms as'an auctioneer and cataloger, and in 1856 established his own shops
in Philadelphia and New York City. - S~ccessful and respected as a dealer, Sabin
is best known 1.. ,1' the bibliography that he compiled and wrote: The··.Dictif'TIa.]'y
Catalgue of Books Relating to America (1868-1892, Sabin, New York), also known as
the"Bibliotheca AJRp.rican". The bibliography was an attempt to record all books
published in America, or elsewhere, pertaining ot America. Sabin left the firm to
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completing twelve volumes by the time of his death. (Publication of the work
was subsequently completed by the Bibliographical Society of America, 1928-1936.)
,Joseph F. Sabin continued the business of the firm until his health failed in
1926, from which time J. Percy Sabin, his son, continued until his death in 1934.
Both. the younger Sabins deal t'!,more heavi ly in Tare prints andautograph letters
than in books, specializing in and personally collecting Amercicana and Washington
ia; both were adept amateur painters and printmakers.
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The Sabin Family Papers

The papers. 1843-1932, of the sabin family span the~arsonal lives.

and the publishing and bookselling careers of three generations of',the
."- _._".,." .. "-_._.~." .._-_.---_. _.._--_.• "--

,,J:~S::t:~::~~~~~~:~:;:~;~~~:~~~::::~::':~::;:~~=
o financi~l records, The business and family portions of the correspondence

(1859-1931)are closely related: for many years, the Sabin family maintained

two establishments, one in:te the united states and one

pondence between the tWQ:branches of the business often

in England,Corres-
both ~

referred to~family

SKxxexsx and business matters. Many letters concern requests far particular

books or editions, payment for merchandise delivered or expected. advertisin~

matters. maintenance of business premises. and the commission of works for

tqe sabins' print publishing endeavors. correspondents include not only

individual customers, such as Horace Greeley, but also the representatives

of many of ~he institutions served by the dabins. including the Boston

Atheneum. the J. pmerrepont Morgan LibIlary, the Lenox Library._ and ehe

LIbrary of Congress. Ano~er aspect of jthe correspondence relates to'

the Sabin~' activities as pUblishers. concerning the the periodical ~"

Bibliopolist, and" induding SUbscription requests and correspondence with

contributors: / the correspondenc~concerning publication centers on the

Dictionary Catalogue of Books Relating to America, published by the sabin

firm from 1868 to 1892. As the catalogue was issued, lin parts, a large

portion of the correspgndence concerns not only ordering the next avail-

able installment. but also the supply of missing sections or title pages.

In addition to lthe correspondence" the Sabin papers contain bu"inellPi3 and

financial records: bound volumes. 1843-1927. various years. include daybooks



for the firm variously doing business as Joseph Sabin, Joseph Sabin

.and Son, .Jose~.h Sabin and Sons, Joseph Sabin I s Son, Joseph S. sabin,r:- '" i··:r~ . • ':'.'" ..

and J. Percy sabin.Among the bther bound volumes are cashbooks,account

books, ledgers, invoice books ,. lists of subscribers to the Dictionary

catalogue of Books ReJating to America, and add:t1ees books. unbound I

financial records include receipts, bills of lading, indices of prints for

sale, invoices, drafts and cancelled checks.¢nd check stubs.

Finally fie sabin papers contain a variety of other materials: the
. 1872-1873 I

household account book~~of Jenn~ sabin, wife of Joseph F. Sabin;

variou~.manuscript descriptions of items fo r sale by the fi~:

s
JosephAsabin's descriptio~of the Nathaniel Greene papers JOld by

the firm to l.theW.L. Clemments Library, as well as the George Bancroft Lib

rary sold tOltheLenQx Library: J.F. Sabin~s sketchand: composition books,

1862-1864: and two versions of the catalogue of the ~oseph F. and J •
..... ~(>c.!..·lt~'" d,~ ..... L....\ l '- ')

Percy Sabin collection of wJhingtonia,~part of the washington collec
1\

tion in the manuscript division of.dthe New York public Library. There

are, in addition, firm letterheads, manuscript f_ragments, unattributed

transcripts/of letters, undated rare book catalogue clippings,',three

logbooks, 1907-1909, of the sabin family yacht,the Sabina, and unsorted

notes, possibl'L .re.la1:_inSL to th~_Dictionary Catalogue of lBooks Relating to

America. Finally:~, °fiB sabin papers include photographs of the sabin family,
I

homes, and yachts.
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catalogue clippings
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catalogues and indices prepared by
Joseph F. Sabin, letterheads, manuscript
fragments, transcripts, clippings

Sketch b~oks, loose sketches, student
compositions, Joseph F. Sabin, 1862-1864

J Check stubs, 1899.1926

Photographs

Unsorted notes, possibly pertaining to
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SABIN FAMILY Papers,

ContaineF.... L1 st ing - Volumes
4 . .

Volume Contents

Daybooks. Joseph

Joseph Sabin and Sons, l873~l876

Joseph Sabinls Son, 1880~1886

W.W. Sabin (London). 1J84~1889

Joseph F. Sabin. 1901~l92S

7

8

"
"
"

Joseph

Sabin, l866~}9

Sabin and Son, l871~1872

20

21

22
23

24

2S~26

" , J. Percy.Sabin, 1926~1927

Cashbooks, Joseph Sabin Bnd Son, l870~1876

Account Book,Joseph Sabin and Son, 1870~1876

Accountbook/Disposition of Prints. Joseph F. and J, Percy Sabin. 1910
... 1929
Index to Account Book, 1881~

Account book, looseleaf, Joseph F, Sabin. and J. Percy Sabin, 1906~

1927
Receipt Book, Joseph Sabin, 18S3~1871

Ledgers, Joseph Sabin and Sons, 1867-1881

27

28

29 .. 30

II

II

Joseph Sabin's Son, 1881~1883

• W.W. Sabin, IH81~1889

Joseph F. Sabin, 1897~1912
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Container Lis ting Cant inued .. Volumes
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44
45
46
47
48
49
SO
51
52
S3
54
55
56

31 b - Deben ture Bond Reg! ster, Joseph E, Sabin, co. 1890
32..... - Invoices, Joseph Sabin and Sons, 1814 .. 1876
33-·)/ Invoice5, Joseph F. Sabin, 1898~ 1904
~~ Invoices, Joseph F, Sabin, 1898~1904

35 INvoice Book, Joseph SaLin's Son, 1882~1893

36 I ndex to Sub sc ribe rs to the Bi hI iopo",- ~t,
37 Subscriptions to Books RelatIng to AmedYa. 1856-77.
38 Sub~criptlons to Books Heiating to Amerili, 1866-74
39 Subscri~t~ons to noo~~ Relating to AmerIca, rB~4
40 Price L1st (Autogra}Jls nnaPrints)
41 ~.. . ".. Catalog of Autographs and prints in Josephr.and J.

L " ~,.. percy Sabi Jl' S per sonal collect ion.
42 ...••··..·--H.\u-:··.. Revised version of Catalog of AutoQraphs and Prints

G"'l:>(~<t . tI~; ~~ J the Jos eph~,and J. Percy Sabin Co11ee t ion nlul ume

43 . List of Books Ordered, Joseph Sabin and Sons, 1871-
1873
Address Book, 1887
Address Book, 1888
Address Book, 1901-1902
A~dress Book, 1903-1904
Accounts, Joseph Sabin, 1843~1856

t edge r, J 0 s eph Sa h in, 184 7 - 184 8 t 1856
Memoranda and Account~, Joseph F. Sabin, 1868-1869
Accouhts, ,Joseph Sabin, 1871·1872
Accounts, Joseph Sobin and Sons, 1874~1876

Petty Ledger, Joseph Sabin and Son5, 1878-1879
Record of Investments, J. Percy Sabin, 1927
Unidentified Notebook and Scrapbook, ca. 1851
Logbooks of the Sabin family yacht, the "Sabina tr

,

1906~lY07, 1909
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