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Processing note: This is a synthetic collection that was organized into folders by political party or
publication with some miscellaneous material foldered separately.  These groupings and labels have 
been maintained.

Creator history
After years of social and political unrest, the communist German Democratic Republic (Deutsche
Demokratische Republik) became destabilized in 1989.  After the fall of the Berlin wall on November 9,
1989, a wave of political protests, know as the Peaceful Revolution, led to the first East German free
elections on March 18, 1990.  Completing what Germans termed "Die Wende" (The Change), the East
German leadership held negotiations with West Germany and reunified the two nations on October 3,
1990 (Deutsche Einheit).  Many political parties and groups, including the Sozialistische Einheitspartei
Deutschlands (SED) and the Grünen Partei, contributed to and documented this time of upheaval.

Scope and content note
This collection consists of various political newspapers, magazines, posters, flyers, newsletters,
clippings, and ephemera (pins, stickers, flags) documenting the end of communism in East Germany
and Czechoslovakia primarily from 1988 to 1992.  The largest portion of material relates to the governing
Socialist Unity Party of Germany (Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands, SED), which became the
Party of Democratic Socialism (Partei des Demokratischen Sozialismus, PDS) after German
reunification.  Also present are political publications created by student groups, the Green Party (Die
Grünen Partei), environmental organizations, leftist and Marxist parties, women's groups, church groups,
anti-reunification voices, and other political parties.
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Summary

Creator: Fraser, Sybille 

Title: German Democratic Republic and Czechoslovakian political ephemera, 1978-1995 (bulk 1989
-1991)

Size: 2.03 linear feet (5 boxes)

Source: Donated by Sybille Fraser, 1997

Abstract: This collection contains printed material and ephemera documenting the political activities of
youth groups, churches, women's groups, peace organization, leftist associations, and other organized
political parties in East Germany and Czechoslovakia during the fall of communism in the 1980s and
early 1990s.

Access: Apply to Manuscripts and Archives Division for access at http://www.nypl.org/mssref. 

Copyright information: Copyright retained by any document's creator.

Preferred citation: German Democratic Republic and Czechoslovakian political ephemera, Manuscripts
and Archives Division, The New York Public Library.
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Guide to the
German Democratic Republic and Czechoslovakian political ephemera

Scope and content note
This collection consists of various political newspapers, magazines, posters, flyers, newsletters,
clippings, and ephemera (pins, stickers, flags) documenting the end of communism in East Germany
and Czechoslovakia primarily from 1988 to 1992.  The largest portion of material relates to the governing
Socialist Unity Party of Germany (Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands, SED), which became the
Party of Democratic Socialism (Partei des Demokratischen Sozialismus, PDS) after German
reunification.  Also present are political publications created by student groups, the Green Party (Die
Grünen Partei), environmental organizations, leftist and Marxist parties, women's groups, church groups,
anti-reunification voices, and other political parties.

Arrangement
This collection is arranged alphabetically by political party or publication name, with miscellaneous items,
organized by genre, located at the end.

Key terms
Subjects
Social movements -- Europe, Eastern -- History
Social movements -- Germany (East) -- History

Names
Fraser, Sybille
Grünen (Political party)
Partei des Demokratischen Sozialismus (Germany)
Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands.

Special formats
Ephemera
Newspapers
Political Posters

Places
Germany -- History -- Unification, 1990
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Container list
b.1  f.1 Allianz für Deutschland (DA, DSU, CDU), 1990
b.1  f.2 Allgemeine Studierendenausschuss/Technische Universität Berlin (AStA/TU), 1989-1990
b.1  f.3 Bündnis 90, Demokratic Jetzt, 1990
b.1  f.4 Bündnis 2000, 1991
b.1  f.5 Christlich-Demokratische Union (CDU), 1990

Church Groups (Protestant)
b.1  f.6-7 Miscellaneous, 1990

b.5  f.2 Oversized, 1990

Czechoslovakian Material
b.1  f.8 Miscellaneous
b.5  f.1 Oversized
b.1  f.9 Demokratischer Aufbruch (DA), 1989-1990

b.1  f.10 Demokratischer Frauenbund Deutschlands (DFD), 1990
b.1  f.11 Deutsche Fortschrittspartei (DFP) and Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), 1990

b.2  f.1 Ecological Groups, 1990
b.2  f.2 Die Grünen Partei, 1990
b.2  f.3 Informationsstellen der Stadt Bezirksbibliotheken, Teil 1, 3, 4, 1989
b.2  f.4 Leftist Groups, 1990
b.2  f.5 Lila Bond (Sachesen Kreischa), 1988
b.2  f.6 Miscellaneous Party Material, 1989-1991
b.2  f.7 Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NDPD), undated
b.2  f.8 Die Nelken Marxistische Partie, 1989-1990
b.2  f.9 Neues Forum, 1989

b.2  f.10 Partei Hochschile Karl Marx, 1989-1990
b.2  f.11 Peace Groups, 1989-1990

Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands (SED)/Partei des Demokratischen Sozialismus
(PDS)

b.5  f.5 Berliner Linke, 1990
b.2  f.12 Blatt-Form 1-10, 1990

b.5  f.6 Info: Mitteilungsblatt der Berlin, 1990

Miscellaneous SED/PDS Items
b.2  f.13 Miscellaneous, 1990

b.3  f.1 Miscellaneous, 1990
b.3  f.2-4 Pressedienst, 1, 8-33, 40-51, 1990

Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands (SPD)
b.3  f.5 Miscellaneous, 1990
b.5  f.7 SPD Berliner Stattblatt, 1990
b.3  f.6 Skinheads and Punks Occupying Houses Slated for Demolition, 1990
b.3  f.7 Umweltbibliothek Berlin: Telegraph, Teil 1, 3, 4, 1989-1990
b.4  f.1 Unabhängiger Frauenverband, 1990

1



German Democratic Republic and Czechoslovakian political ephemera
Series descriptions and container list

b.4  f.2 Unions, undated
b.4  f.3 Verband Bildender Künstler, Berlin, 1989-1990
b.4  f.4 Vereinigte Linke, 1989-1990
b.4  f.5 Verfassung mit Volksentscheid, 1990
b.4  f.6 Volkskammer Deutschen Demokratischen Republik, 1989-1990
b.4  f.7 Weibblick: Informationsblatt von Frauen für Frauen, 1992
b.4  f.8 Women’s Groups, 1989-1990
b.4  f.9 Youth Organizations, 1990

Ephemera
b.5  f.8 Flags, undated

b.4  f.10 Pins, undated
b.4  f.11 Stickers, undated

Newspapers
b.5  f.3 Miscellaneous, 1990-1991
b.5  f.4 Selection of Papers Prior to the March 1990 Elections, 1990

b.4  f.12 Photographs, undated

Posters
b.5  f.9 Small, Undated

of.1 Oversized, 1978-1995
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