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~ - 3 t e  of receipt  Nov. 30, 1978 Received frm Mrs. E l  i a s  (Rose K . )  Lieberman 

Number of boxes ( a f t e r  reboxing) 13 AB, 1 RC, 23 v o l  s  . fO, 2 pkgs . 
Condition Good ( t h e  scrapbooks o f  mounted c l  i pp ings  shou ld  be disbounded and t h e i r  o v e r s i z e  

f o l i o  shee ts  p l a c e d  i n  s p e c i a l  a r c h i v a l  boxes o r  s l i p c a s e s ) .  
Restrictions None. 

Description E l i a s  Lieberman (1883-19691, e d u c a t o r  and p o e t ,  was bo rn  i n  Russ ia  and came t o  
t h e  U.S. when he was seven y e a r s  o l d .  A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n  f r o m  C i t y  C o l l e g e  he began h i s  c a r e e r  
as a  teacher  a t  P.S. 62 i n  New York. Subsequent ly ,  he t a u g h t  a t  Bushwick H igh  School and a t  
Thomas J e f f e r s o n  H igh  School where he was p r i n c i p a l .  I n  1940 he was a p p o i n t e d  a s s o c i a t e  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  schoo ls ,  a  p o s t  wh ich  he h e l d  u n t i l  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1953. Lieberman a l s o  
p u b l i s h e d  many poems and books o f  p o e t r y ,  h i s  most famous poem b e i n g  " I  Am An American". He 
was e d i t o r  o f  - Puck (19161, and l i t e r a r y  e d i t o r  o f  The American Hebrew (1916-32). He a l s o  
p u b l i s h e d  many a r t i c l e s  on t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  Lower East  Side,  t h e  Jew i n  American s o c i e t y ,  
and t h e  problems o f  ~ m e r i c a n i z a t i o n .  

The c o l l e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  l e t t e r s ,  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  d i a r i e s ,  notebooks,  t e a c h i n g  and s t u d e n t  
reco rds ,  f i n a n c i a l  reco rds ,  scrapbooks and p r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  L ieberman 's  
a c t i v i t i e s  as a  poe t ,  w r i t e r  and teacher .  

The l e t t e r s  r e c e i v e d  (ca. 1910-70) s e r i e s  c o n t a i n  l e t t e r s  f r o m  readers  o f  h i s  works,  
from teachers  and c o l l e a g u e s  e x p r e s s i n g  a d m i r a t i o n  and c o n g r a t u l a t i o n ,  and f rom e d i t o r s  and 
p u b l i s h e r s  r e q u e s t i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  r e p r i n t  h i s  poems. The arrangement i s  i n  p a r t  c h r o n o l o g i c a l ,  
and i n  p a r t  s u b j e c t  o r d e r .  The w r i t i n g s  i n c l u d e  s c r i p t s  o f  p u b l i s h e d  poems (1912-68), un- 
p u b l i s h e d  poems, a  p l a y ,  and a  few a r t i c l e s  and s h o r t  s t o r i e s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  w r i t i n g s  a r e  12 
notebooks c o n t a i n i n g  n o t e s  and ideas for  poems and a  few poems i n  d r a f t  form. There a r e  60 
packe t  s i z e d  d i a r i e s  (1909-15, 1921-69) c o n t a i n i n g  m a i n l y  b r i e f  j o t t i n g s  o f  s o c i a l  and p r o -  
f e s s i o n a l  engagements, a l t h o u g h  a f t e r  1953 t h e  d i a r i e s  a r e  more n a r r a t i v e  i n  form. The m is -  
c e l  laneous f i l e  c o n t a i n s  m e m o r a b i l i a  p r i n t e d  ephemera, a  few l e t t e r s  f rom s t u d e n t s ,  
awards, l i c e n s e s )  o f  h i s  t e a c h i n g  c a r e e r ,  h i s  papers  as a  s t u d e n t  a t  e lemen ta ry  schoo l  (1892-98), 
h i g h  schoo l  and c o l l e g e ,  and papers r e l a t i n g  to  h i s  membership i n  c l u b s .  F i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  
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D e s c r i p t i o n  (cont.1 

i n c l u d e  vouchers r e c o r d i n g  payment f o r  mss. s o l d  and 15 manuscr ip t  r e c o r d  books g i v i n g  t h e  
t i t l e  o f  t h e  ms., p l a c e  and da te  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  and t h e  amount rece ived .  There a r e  a l s o  a  
few memorandum books (1937-66) c o n t a i n i n g  persona l  accounts.  P r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l  c o n s i s t s  o f  
c l i p p i n g s  (mounted & l oose)  o f  h i s  pub1 ished poems (1952-69), h i s  "Topics o f  t h e  Times" 
columns i n  t h e  New York Times, cop ies  o f  h i s  books, o f  a n t h o l o g i e s ,  and o f  p e r i o d i c a l s  con- 
t a i n i n g  h i s  poems. There a r e  22 scrapbook volumes o f  c l i p p i n g s  o f  h i s  poems, s h o r t  s t o r i e s ,  
a r t i c l e s  on t h e  Lower East Side,  t h e  JEW i n  America, and Amer ican iza t ion ,  and rev iews o f  h i s  
books ( w i t h  a  few l e t t e r s  mounted i n  t h e  1950 's  v o l s . ) .  The Overs ize  m a t e r i a l s  c o n t a i n  
photographs ( s i n g l e  & group) ,  a  phonograph r e c o r d i n g  o f  EL read ing  h i s  poems, and academic 
dip lomas. 
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Conta ine r  L i s t  

Box 

L e t t e r s  Received, ca.  1910-70 
W r i t i n g s  - pub1 ished poems, 1912-68 
W r i t i n g s  - p l a y ,  a r t i c l e s  & s h o r t  s t o r i e s  
Notebooks 
D i a r i e s ,  1909-69 
M i  s c e l  laneous papers 
Accounts 
P r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l  - c l i p p i n g s  
P r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l  - c l i p p i n g s  
P r i n t e d  m a t t e r  - cop ies  o f  books by EL, cop ies  o f  a n t h o l o g i e s  
c o n t a i n i n g  h i s  poems, c o p i e s  o f  p e r i o d i c a l s  c o n t a i n i n g  h i s  w r i t i n g s  

Vol . - 
1-18 Scrapbooks o f  c l i p p i n g s  o f  poems, s h o r t  s t o r i e s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  and o t h e r  

w r i t i n g s  by EL, 1899-1969 
19-22 Scrapbooks o f  c l i p p i n g s  o f  rev iews o f  books b y  EL 
2 3 Book o f  Esteem presented t o  EL, 1954 

Pkg. 1-2 Overs ize  m a t e r i a l s  - pho tograph ic  p o r t r a i t s  o f  EL ( s i n g l e / g r o u p ) ,  
p h o t o g r a p h i c  r e c o r d i n g ,  academic d ip lomas 
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