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Restrictions Publ ica t ion  r i g h t s  t o  Victor Lebzel te rn ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  l e t t e r s  
(known a s  t h e  "Lebzeltern Letters")  remain with the  donor. 
Baron Edward de Lebzeltern-Collenbach was a member of the  prcminent a i s t o c r a t i c  

Lebzel tern family of the  Austr ian Empire. H i s  f a t h e r ,  Francis  md uncle,  Louis were c lose  
a s s o c i a t e s  of FPince Metternich, Austr ian f o r e i p  min i s t e r  3nd a r c h i t e c t  of the  p o l i t i c a l  
r e a c t i o n  and r e s t o r a t i o n  of European monarchs which followed the  de fea t  of Napoleon 
Bonaparte. E d w - ~ d  entered the  diplomatic  se rv ice  a t  t he  age of 23 and was assigned t o  a 
post  i n  the  Austr ian embassy i n  London i n  1835. He spent  nine y e . r s  the re  but  found h i s  
path t o  advancement blocked by p r e f e r e n t i a l  treatment of the  more powerful snd wealthy 
Esterhazy family. In 1844 he wns granted a promotion and t r x s f e r  t o  the  pos i t ion  of 
f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  of the  Austr ian l e g j t i o n  i n  S t .  Petersburg,  Russia. By 1846 he had 
achieved the  rank of chsrg6 d ' a f f a i r e s  under Ambassador Colloredo. Leb-e l t e rn  married 
Marie Bierzynska (daughter of Katherine Dolgoruky) i n  1849 and remained i n  S t .  Petersburg 
u n t i l  1854 when he was assigned t o  d u t i e s  i n  tn t .  I t a l i a n  s t a t e s  of P ~ r m a  and Modena, and 
f i n a l l y  i n  Lisbon, Portugal.  H i s  daughter,  Marle, married i n t o  the  Portugese a r i s t o c r s c y ,  
becoming 'licomtesse de Chancel leiros.  H i s  son,  Victor .  eventual ly  s e t t l e d  i n  the  United 
S t a t e s .  

The Lebzel tern Family Paprrs  conta in  correspondence t o  ar.d from Edward Lebzel tern,  
h i s  wife,  h i s  daughter Marle, h i s  son Victor ,  and Vic to r ' s  daughter Marie, and a few i tems 
of memorabilia. The v a s t  major i ty  of the  correspondence c o n s i s t s  of l e t t e r s  s e n t  by 
Edward t o  h i s  father,.1834-1863. They provide an almost d a i l y  journal  of h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  
while i n  London, S t .  Petersburg,  Lisbon, and o ther  European titles. The l e t t e r s  from 
1835-1849 have h.een t r a n s l a t e d  from the  German by Victor  Lebzel tern.  They provide 
abundant d e t a i l s  of l i f e  a t  t he  Austr lan embassy, s o c i a l  l i f e  among the  B r i t i s h  and Russian 
a r i s t o c r a c y ,  and glimpses of the  cour te  of King William I V ,  Queen Vic tor ia ,  and Tsar Nicholas 
I. The remaining l e t t e r s  i n  Edward's "journal" hare not been t r ans la t ed .  
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 letter^ w r i t t e n  by o t h e r  members of t h e  Lebzel tern family and t h e i r  f r i e n d s ,  
1844-1925, a r e  predominantly i n  French. These inc lude  l e t t e r s  t o  Edward from h i s  
wife Marxe, Mar ie ' s  l e t t e r s  t o  her  daughter the  Vicomtesse de Chancel leiros,  and t h e  
l a t t e r ' s  correspondence with her  b ro the r  Victor  and h i s  daughter  Marie Lebeel tern Woods. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  to fhe  correspondence a r e  an e6s;ly w r i t t e n  by Victor  Lebzel tern 
on t h e  l i f e  of  Jacques Casanova, an a u t o g r ~ p h  album belonging t o  Edward's s i s t e r  
Wilhelmina (Mina), and death n o t i c e s  and eu log ie s  f o r  Alexandrine Lebeel tern,  
Vicomtesse de C a r a ,  and Marie Lebzel tern,  Vicomtesse de Chancel le i ros .  



Boxes 1-6 

Box 7 

Box 8 

L e t t e r s  of Edward de Lebzeltern-Collenbach t o  h i s  f a t h e r ,  
Baron F ranc i s ,  1834-1863 

Box 1 1834-1837 
Box 2 1838-1841 
Box 3 1842-1844 
Box 4 1845-1851 
Box 5 1852-1858 
Box 6 1859-1863, n.d. 

Other Lebzel tern Farr~ily correspondence and memorabilia 

Holograph manuscript,  cor rec ted  t y p e s c r i p t ,  and 
f i n a l  t y p e s c r i p t  of the  "Lebzeltern L e t t e r s , "  a 
t r a n s l a t i o n  of Edw?zd de Lehzel te rn ' s  l e t t e r s  t o  
h i s  f a t h e r  (1835-1849) by Victor  Lebzel te rn  
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