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Description W i l l i a m  Mills Ivins (1851-1915) was a New York Ci ty  lawyer and d c i p a l  
ref or me^. In the nineteenth  century  he held several city offices, protested inadequate 
or wasteful municipal services and pcedures , and w a s  a founder of the Refo rm Club. In 
1893, he had cspnxl as counsel for the Brazilian goverranent i n  a boundary dispute w i t h  
Argentina d c h  was a r b i t r a t e d  by the United S ta tes .  Ivins unsuccessfully ran for Mayor 
of New York City in 1905 on the Republican ti*. Ln addition, he f requent ly  wrote about 
m u n i c i p a l  problems and the history and theory of the law. 

I 
One haif of -this col lect im c o n s i s t s  of Ivins ' writings. These range from short 

.notes to  essays on m y  top ics ,  but w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  and legal .tfiecuy predaminat5-g. The- 
are also approximately 90 letters Ivins received as a mayoral candidate in 1905. . b s t  of 
these offer mngrrzla t ions  on his m h t i o n ,  but some make a s t a n t i v e  cmments about 
the campaign. - In add i t ion ,  the c o l l e c t i o n  conta ins  letters and l e g a l  paws c o n c ~  
his work for the Brazilian govemrment (1886-1893) and a l e g a l  brief by William N. C r a m e l l  
concerning legal fees for mattee ~ l a t e d  t o  the Panama Canal (1907) . 
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Description Family members represented in  the Ivins Family Papers include>(1881-1961) 
William Mills Ivins ( see  other accession sheet) .  W i l l i a m  Mills Ivins,  Jr. was the f i r s t  Curator \ of Pr in t s  a t  the Metropolitan Museum of A r t  in  New York City from 1917-1944, Associate Director 
of the  museum from 1933-1938, and Acting Director from 1938-1940. - - -  Trained a s  an attorney,. 
Ivins was reared with a strong feeling fo r  the importance of the a r t s ,  and developed a keen 
appreciation Eor pr in t s  as an amateur. Though he possessed no formal t ra ining i n  a r t  h is tory,  
he became a highly respected curator ,  authority on pr in t s ,  printmaking and the Imok a r t s ,  and 
author of many a r t i c l e s  and books including Mow Pr in t s  Look (1943) and the seminal Pr ints  and 
Visual Cmunica t ion  (1953). After h i s  retirement from the museum, he continued to write and 
lecture  from h i s  home i n  Connecticut. Mrs. Ema Yard Ivins,  wife of William Mills Ivins ,  Sr. 
(ca. 1857-1940) was ac t ive  i n  the women ' s suEFrage movement. Katherine Ivins , daughter of 
W i l l i a m  Mills Ivins ,  Sr. was a teacher of piano and v io l in .  
Ihe Ivins Family Papers a r e  comprised of the correspondence, writ ings,  notes, legal  and f inancial  
records of W i l l i a m  Iv in ,  S r . ;  the correspondence, writ ings,  notes and d i a r i e s  of W i l l i a m  Ivins ,  Jr. 
correspondence of other family members, family personal miscellany, photographs and graphic 
materials,  and printed matter. 

The correspondence (ca. 1890-1915) of William Ivins,  Sr. concerns h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  a prominent 
New York attorney and reform pol i t i c ian ,  h i s  ac t iv i ty  i n  the rubber business i n  South America, 
as well a s  h i s  extensive t ravels  there,  other business ventures abroad, the National Civic Fed- 
erat ion ( Ivins was a member of the comnittee on Free Speech and Freedom of Assembly), the Equal 
Franchise Society,and h i s  position as special  counsel t o  the Public U t i l i t i e s  C m i s s i o n ,  and 
the Public Services Comnission, which both investigated New York City Subway and Transit  service 
ca. 1910. Correspondents include Ralph M Easley , Ben jarnin Harrison, and John Quinn. (continued) 

special Formats Photographs Maps DAudio Tapes Films -phics 
ohtifacts =Machine-readable records 
QOther ( l is t)  ett 

Temporary catalog card added entries 

see  attached sheets 

Accessioned by - CRK 

Date 5-15-86 



Iv ins  Family Papers 
Con t j nued 

llie wr i t ings  of W i l l i a m  I v i n s ,  Sr .  are l a rge ly  unpublished include such subjec ts  a s  
the h i s t o r y  of diplomacy, both i n  the  US and abroad, comnentaries on the  philosophy of 
law, South American and New York p o l i t i c s ,  suEfrage, r e l i g i o n ,  and the  wri t ings  of 
F re id r i ch  Wilheln~ Nietzsche, a s  w e l l  a s  a multi-volune memo on the  Sherman Anti-Trust 
A c t .  Also included i n  the  papers of W i l l i a n  Iv ins  S r  a r e  personal  l e g a l  and f i n a n c i a l  
papers,  a s  well as those r e l a t i n g  t o  severa l  of h i s  a s s o c i a t e s ,  including W.R. Grace 
Company, and Joseph F l i n t  Company. 
The papers of W i l l i a m  I v i n s ,  Jr. include a small  amount of family correpondence, but is 
mainly comprised of h i s  a r t i c l e s ,  published and unpublished l e c t u r e s ,  notes  and d i a r i e s  
on the  sub jec t  of t h e  book a r t s  and book i l l u s t r a t i o n ;  the  h i s t o r y  of p r i n t s  and p r in t -  
making; h i s  pioneering work on a r t ,  geometry, mathematics and the  development of perspective;  
carmentary on the Anatomy of Vesal ius;  and museum adminis t ra t ion .  H i s  notes  and d i a r i e s  
include h i s  scholar ly  works, a s  w e l l  a s  r e f l e c t i o n s  on h i s  long c a r e e r  as the  f i r s t  Curator ' 

oE P r i n t s ,  and his  terns as Associate and Acting Director  of the  Metropolitan Museum of 
Art. and 
Other Iv ins  family correspondence is comprised of tha t  of Mrs. h a  Yard Iv ins  Katherine 
Iv ins .  A port ion of Mrs. I v i n s '  correspondence r e l a t e s  t o  p o l i t i c a l  and suff rage  i s sues  
i n  which she was a c t i v e ,  but the  bulk of the  l e t t e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  those of Katherine I v i n s ,  
a r e  from W i l l i a n  I v i n s ,  Jr., and d e t a i l  h i s  c a r e e r  a t  the  Metropolitan Museum of Art. In- 
cluded a r e  h i s  views on h i s  col leagues a t  the  museum, museum policy and adminis t ra t ion ,  
cu ra to r shs ip ,  the  c o l l e c t i n g  of a r t  i n  genera l  and p r i n t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and the  r e l a t ion-  
s h i p  of a r t  and museums to soc ie ty .  
The remainder of the  I v i n s  Family Papers c o n s i s t s  of Personal Miscellany: songbooks and 
l y r i c  shee t s ;  Photographs and Graphic Materials:  family p o r t d a i t s  and snapshots, and 
a r t  work by family members; and Pr in ted  Matter: l a rge ly  l e g a l  ma te r i a l s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
t h e  p r a c t i c e  o William I v i n s ,  S r .  , mate r i a l s  r e l a t i n g  t o  h i s  South American rubber 
business a c t i v i t i e s ,  amd Monnon mate r i a l s  from Anthony Iv ins ,  a cousin i n  Utah prominent 
i n  the  Mormon Church. 
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