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Description Robert K, Haas (1890—a364) was born in New York. He represented
the third generation of Haas males to attend the Deerfield Academy and Yale
University. Fr-wl2-7 L)uef ‘3 WWI. Ae* fought with the 308th Infantry
"in Francew"’ and 7a ea MB- actively served in the Officers Reserve

Corps. Despite_his accomplishments-in_the_military, -he-established-primarys.
nettarity—in—lit erary,—rathor—than—mititary—eiretes,, In 1924 fus founded °

YNew Books, Inc®,"a two- par} reading program . dased %o ok his booklet, "Hour-,
A-Week Reading Course" and/Bookscféalled the "Littte Leather ngrary " In -
1926 Haas and Harry Scher ap, a New York advertising man created, “Book-of-the-
Month Club which the auccessful mail order marketing

technique whieh=he used in selligqfﬁhew Books, Ine(¥* §516ent and—chtef>L
eeiéetion-eemmitte& Haasnln roduced the public

A/member of the Book-of-the-Month
to books by William Faulkner, Isak Dinesen and Sinclair Lewis, In 1932 Haas

founded another publishing house, Harrison Smith and Robert Haas, Book Pub-
lishers and acted as %; gﬁce president until its merger with Random House

in 1936. - Merle Simoﬁ Zé orn in=3¥8%7 in Portland, Oregon and grew up in

New York. Active in volunteer work, she aided the American Red Cross in WWI

and was a nurse's aide for 20 years at White Plains Hospital. Mrs. Haas is
perhaps best known for her translation from French to English of dozens of

Babar the Elephant books. AThe Haases had two daughters, Elizabeth and Priscilla

and a son, Robert, Jr. Vr‘to was killed & Fnmepeet-d while on)@uty durivsg World Wae T g

M .. ST Actfive

The collection con31sts of two main groups of materials, those relating to

Robert and Merx Haas and their children, Robert, Jr. and Elizabeth, and those

Spec1a1 Formats Photogr*aphs OMaps QAudio Tapes Films 3 Graphics ol
(JArtifacts jMachine-readable records o T
Q0ther (list)

“Merle Siteon ‘,,LMI\t

ﬁoécln‘ /{n;: nese
fMovricd a £3/9

Temporary catalog card added entries
william Faulkner : : : 'Dorothy-Canfield Fisher

WWIT, United States.Air Force
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Description, cont.

relationg to Dorothy Canfield Fisher. The Haas materials include corres-
pondence with children, friends, and professional associates (1911-1976)}.

There i1s a separate sub-series for correspondence to-and-from William
Faulkner (1943-1960, n.d.). Also included are writings by Robert Haas,
papers relating to the Haas and Simon families, printed ephemera, photographs,
and motion-picture filma, There is no material relating to their third
child, Priscilla Haas. The materials relating to Dorothy Canfield Fisher
include correspondence (1925-1959) to-and-from the Haases, of both a per-
sonal and professional nature. Wriltings, printeéd ephemera and photographs
are other source materials relating to Fisher.



Robert and Merle Haas Papers

Series Descriptions

Series 1 Correspondence, 4 boxes
subseries Personal, 1911-1976, n.d.
arranged chronologically
correspondence with children, 1931-1952
unarranged
subseries Professional, 1917-1926, n.d.
arranged chronologically
subseries William Faulkner, 1943-1960, n.d.
arranged chronologically
Series 2 Dorothy Canfield Fisher (1879-1958), 1 box
subseries Correspondence, 1925-1959, n.d.
arranged chronologically
subseries Writings, n.d.
unarranged
subseries Printed Ephemera, ca. 1939-1953, n.d.
unarranged
subseries Photographs, n.d.
unarxanged
Series 3 Robert Haas, writings, n.d., 1/3 box
unarranged .
Series 4 Haas and Simon@’Family Papers, n.d., 1/3 bhox
unarranged
Series 5 Printed Ephemera, n.d., 1/3 box
unarranged
Series 6 Photographs,n.d., 2 boxes
unarranged
Series 7 Motion-Picture Films, ca. 1930-1949, 1 box

unarranged



Robert and Merle Haas Papers

Container Listings

Box 1

Folder 1

Box 2

Folder 8
9
10

11

Box 3
Folder 12
13
14
15
16

17

Robert and Merle Haas, personal correspondence

Feb,1911-March 1917, Robert's letters to parents
from France

1918, Robert's letters to parents from France

1919-1934

1935-1940

1941-1942

1943, sympathy letters to parents regarding loss of Robert,

1944-1951

Robert and Merle Haas, personal correspondence
1952-1963

1964-1976

n.d.

ca. 1940-1952, letters from Elizabeth (Betty)} Haas,
numerous newspaper c¢lippings on her career as W.A.S.P.

Robert and Merle Haas, personal correspondence

ca. 1931-1936, letters to and from Robert "Bosco", Jr.
1931-1933, letters to and from Robert, Jr.

1934-1935, "

1936-1939, "

1940-1941, "

1941-1942, "

Jr.



. Box 3, cont.

Folder 18 1942-1943, letters to and from Robert, Jr.
19 1942-1943, "
20 n.d., 2 periodical articles on the Robert Haas, Jr.
Memorial Project established by his parents in
Arlington, Vermont.
Bon—i
Eodmdey |21 professional correspondence, ca. 1917-1926
22 letters from William Faulkner,-1943—1960, n.d.
_5332F;;1Eings bf’gbbert Haas, n. duvqjh—m‘—

| 7432
(253Y

Box_8¢f

Folder 26
27
28
29
30
31

Lox &

Boxes 6-7

Box 8 .

Cversize box

Haas and Simon family papers, n.d.

prlnted ephemera, n. .d.
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borothy Canfield Fisher
correspondence, 1925-1943
correspondence, 1943-1959
correspondence, n.d.

writings, n.d.

printed ephemera, ca. 1939-1953

pheotographs, n.d.
Photographs

Motion-Picture: . films, ca. 1930-1949

Photograph of William Faulkner (photocopy of same has been put in Box 6)
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