National Shorthand Reporters Association. Collection

Size: 7.1 linear ft. (8 boxes; 5 cartons)

Access information: No restrictions. Advance notice required.
Source: Gift of John J. Healey.

Biographical statement: The National Shorthand Reporters
Association (Stenographers) (N.S.R.A.) was founded in 1899:; their
objective is to provide excellence and education with regard to
shorthand.

Description: The collection, 1869-1937, mainly consist of
opinions of the Standardization (NSRA) Movement regarding Pitman
Shorthand (30 wvolumes). This section also includes
correspondence, 1909-1912, concerned with the Standardization
Movement. Other material within the collection 1is the
correspondence, 1916-1935, of the court reporter A.R. Bailey.
Drafts are THE REPORTERS PHASE BQOOK OF STANDARDIZED PITMANIC
SHORTHAND (longhand drafts 1932-1933), based on the opinions and
documents of the Standardization Committee. The collection also
contains Robert S.Taylor’s stenographic notes (1929), the court
notes (1869-1870) of William Wesley Osgoodby (recorded in
Rochester, New York) and Spencer C. Rodgers stenographic minutes
for the trial of the People vs. C. Samuel Barnes (1869). Barnes
was tried for murder in Monticello, New York on May 27-28. The
minutes are written in longhand.

Related Material: The New York Public Library Archives.
Director’s Office Correspondence. National sShorthand Reporters
Association 1935-1955.
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NSRA

BIOGRAPHY
The National Shorthand Reporters Association (Stenographers) (N.S.R.A.), was
founded in 1899; their objective is to promote excellence and education with

regard to shorthand.

During the 1920's and 1930's, the N.S,R.A. published the Reporters Phasebook

of Standardized Shorthand (Pitmanic) (1934). This was an' accumulation of

opinions and knowledge based on experience gathered by the Standardization
Committee of the N,.S.R.A. The original material along with several drafts

of the monograph were donated to the N.Y.P.L. by John J. Healy.

Today, the N.S.R.A. is a national organization which covers independent state
regional and local institutions. Membership is over 15,000 which represents
verbatim shorthand reporters (using manual or machine method), who work as
official reporters for courts and government agencies and as free lance
reporters for independent contractors, retired reporters, teachers of-short~
hand reporting and scheol official (12,000) and student shorthand reporters

(3,000}.

The N.S.R.A. holds annual national speed contests. Committees: Approved
Reporter Training; Certificates of Proficiency and Vocational Guidance; Public
Relations; Student<Reporter Promotion and Vocational Guidance, Publications;

The National Shorthand Reporter (10 a year); Annual Proceedings; Membership (annual)

and they also publish Professional Education Series and other guides and

booklets.  In 1970, the N.S.R.A. absorbed the Associated Stenotypists of
America. A Convention is held annually.

Location: 118 Park Street., S.E, Vienna,VA 22180



II
NSRA
DESCRIPTION
The collection, 1869-1937, mainly illustrates the continual changes of
shorthand interpretations by shorthand reporters through letters, drafts

and court notes.

The bulk of the collection is opinions of the Standardization Committee
(NSRA) , 1927—1937, regarding Pitmanic shorthand (23 volumes). Other
correspondence, 1909-1912, in thils section, concerns the Standardization

Movement. Copguyli the two page index for a brief description.

Other letters are correspondence to and from the court reporter A,R. Bailey,

1916-1935. The drafts are The Reporters' Phase Book of Stapda;dizéd Pitmanic

Shorthand (longhand drafts 1932-1933), based on the opinion and documents

of the Standardization Committee.

Stenographic notes and court notes ef reporters are Robert S. Taylors'
stenographic notes 1929; court notes, 1869-1870, by Willlam Wesley Osgoodby,
of trials. Osgoodbys' notes are in shorthand and were recorded in Rochester,
New York. Another reporter represented is Spencer C. Rodgers; stenographic
minutes for the trial of the “People vs. C. Samuel Barnes 1869". Barnes

was tried for murder in Monticello, New York May 27-28. The minutes are

written in longhand.



Box 1.

10.
11.
12.

13.

A.R. Bailey. Incoming letters 1916
Outgoing letters 1935

Thomas Bengough. THE STANDARDIZATION OF REPORTING
SHORTHAND 1909.

John Healey. SRS outline (draft).

Robert S. Healey. Notes of a charge in which the numbers
of words and the number of outlines in each sentence
is given.

ibid. Stenographic notes...1929.

Shorthand Reporter’s Phase book (sample pages).

N.S.R.A. emblem material; miscellany.

The Reporters Phase Book of Standardized Pitmanic
Shorthand 1932 (original draft).

1932 and 1933 (2nd draft).
1933 (bound draft)

William Wesley Osgoodby. Original court notes 1869-
1870.

Spencer C. Rodgers. Stenographic minutes for the trial
of the People vs. C. Samuel Barnes 1869.

Volumes 1-5
6-10
11-15
16-19
20-23
24~25
26-29
30
Note: A brief two page description of the volumes in

available with the box listing; a complete index is
available in box 6.



INDEX TO THE VOTUMIES -g

- VOLUME 1. The birth’ of the - Standardization Movement, ey
istarted by Thomas Bengough, Toronto, containing letters from
1909 to 1912, pp. 1-507, referring to SRS wholly. s ::1:

. VOLUMR 2. Correspondence and responses from W.S.R: A.-fhﬁ:
Prmembers, regarding SRS, from 1913 to 1917, pages 508-908,,

s
P by

50 VOLUME &. Correspondence relating to the Reporters':‘
‘Phrasebook, which was started in 1922 end continued until -
iit was published in 1934, from 1922 to 1926, pp- 1555-1620, 16 -

"~ VOLUME 5.. Correspondence rolating to the Reporters' Lo
i Phrasebook, from 1927 to 1928, pp-1621 to 1949, . -o,_-_{ﬁ§20ﬁ‘

K VOLUME 6. Correspondonce largely between members of '
.the standardization Comnltiee largely, regarding the ma- {g i
terlal for the Phrasebook, 1929 Lo 1931, pp 1950-2424, .. 24

i' VOLUME 7. 'Correspondence; etec., largely between mem—iﬂlf
bers of the SRS Committee, relating to the PhraBLbOOK; dags 7
ing the year 1932, pp.R425-2974, - - - -‘Leﬁo_'

\ 3 VOTLUME 8.  Currespondence largely between menbers. of .
Q;the SRS Committee, relating to the Phrasebook, during . !
ﬁJanuary,_Tbb- and Mar-, 1933, pp. 2975-3492, | - - el

i
I‘.-‘ ;,fl

during July, "Aug. end Sept. 1933, pp 4005- 4513, = 'f”44:
N '”“f" RS
1. VOLUME 11.° Correspondence relating to the Phraoebookn R
'durlng Octe., Nov-, and Dec-,.'1933, pp .4514-4920, =~ =l

-‘.!
e

-5 VDLUMB 12. Correapondenee relating to the Phraaebook .m’
during Jan. to Apr., 1934, pp-4921~-5444, . - Lo el

%ﬁf VOLUME 13. Correspondence relating to the Phrasebook
‘from May to Decemher, 1934, PP- 5445~ 5904, - -

f‘ ‘YOLUME 14. Some of the correspondenoe durin ‘the
ﬁyears 1935, 1956, and 1937, regarding the 1mpor%ance i
:,\of revising the Handbook published in 1921, and .adapt-.
r.éggbiélgog schgols 3nd colleges. , This volume will .-

; e enlarged and spllt into additi eg !
Y-as the work progresses, pp-.a905—_- - - onal v°lumes

hd,

i ,Aﬁ
% .+ VOLUME 3- Correapondence and eontributien of short<. i }

! ﬁhand matlerial for the HANDBOOK, published in 1921, 1918- ' ' |
y1921, pages 909 to 1334, - - = - - - “10
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K oha n' Healy B First COmpilation of
d %gtergg%igg% the Phrasebook,; given to. Baliley:
1932, a.nd Bailey Btarted hia first revieion of!

V LUM
s han

' : 11ey'e Tirs 15 nook.
‘ VOLUMP 16.Hw Bailey B Tirat Reviaion of Healy B N
UVol. 15. = Thile: revisiOn was completed during 1952m Lf

i Q'VOLUME 17-*L Healy 8 revision of Volit16 m&de by
, Bailey- ‘ALsO ‘274 BooK o//fea(/-’ A’ewﬂm Q‘j//‘[/‘,;,

e VOLUMB 18-; Bailey 8 final revision of the Phraae-,:
: ook, started early 1n 1953 b,q_qg o .

e VOLUME 19." Healy'a Brief end’ COmmenta on;Bailey'a
"zfinal rcvision. Vol. 18-H2_ _,:.._5 ,,JM#,J_HI_..

735 f VOLUMT 20. Bailey B Word-liet, compiled in July,;
vl showing outlinea not found in the 1921 Handbook, and' in-
r‘tended to mid the Cormittee in edopting or 1mproving auch“
a,outlinea, Four coples were made by Bailey.:.m“ﬁ ..

ERORIENS A
lv ' VOLUKE Zl-ﬁ'Containing extracts relating to SRS-" ,
iqbcut .from various magazines,; from 1909 to 1916, pp 1-814g

T
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Sl YOLUME 22, .Similar: to above, froxn 1917 1954” PP"
-':3814 1637y .= =~ = e = = ‘o o
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« VOLUME 23. - " Extiacts takenuffdﬁ?the Aﬁhual'PrOCGedingB
vof the Hational Shorthand Reportera' Association, from . ..
}1908 to 1954, relating to the Standardization Movement-ﬁ_

L~
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e VOLUMB 24l A rough compilation ‘of sharthand,material
~Rebert S.Taylor, for the Handbook; also ¢ ntains 1et-
d comments by him regarding SRS.t-a :
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f:vOLUME 2'x\&Annua1 Reporta and roug Pdrafts of' reporta
de by the St RQngi:j:ion COmminge to the N.8.R.A.
* VOLUME 2674 Eesayaand Articlés reélating to &g
gafrom 1909 to 1926.A Tablé~af 6ntenta in this volumaﬂ
R  Containing .Conty butions 0f SRg matery

#from various sources,' from 1911 to 1928 Table of con-.
‘Ptents accompanies .thi ; SIRT

- ..rlx-. -
-v‘ﬂ'f‘&“k

“ﬁVOLUMF 28-; Mi‘dellaneous matefial for‘théw'hraaebook,
dfromllg.az to‘19 Yo table of contenta-hﬂ

'Letters and dafa re--SRS handhook,
Mot 'lndexed }paged - :

: ,!Rough Compilat&nnnofrmaterial for
g;Not paged or indaxed-gw-- +-
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