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Creator History

Donald "Don" Brinkley (1921-2012) was American television director, producer and writer. During the
1940s, Brinkley began his career as a writer at radio stations WGN Radio and CBS Radio in Chicago.
His radio theatre credits include the Betty Grable and Harry James Show, and I Was a Communist for
the FBI. After television became the dominant form of home entertainment, Brinkley ceased writing for
radio.
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In 1950, Brinkley moved to California where he was one of Hollywood's most successful television
writers. Brinkley wrote over 400 televised scripts for comedy, drama, science fiction, and westerns;
pilots for potential new shows, and variety specials. His credits include Ben Casey, Executive Suite
(producer), The FBI, The Fugitive, Medical Center (producer) and Trapper John M.D. The Museum of
Broadcasting (now the Paley Center for Media) held a two-night retrospective for Brinkley to honor his
contributions to the entertainment industry.

In 2012, Brinkley died in Sag Harbor, New York.

Scope and Content Note

The Donald Brinkley collection, dated 1946 to 1987, holds scripts that document his career as a
director, writer, and producer for television; and a writer of radio shows.

The collection offers a representative sampling of popular television shows from the 1950s through the
1980s. It demonstrates Brinkley's status as an in-demand writer for iconic television that includes long-
running series such as The FBI, The Fugitive, and Medical Center.

Identifying information varies and that may include: title of production, title of episode, date, characters
and cast; status of script, producer, studio's name, and writer's credit.

Key Terms

Subjects
Radio -- United States
Radio plays
Radio propaganda
Television -- United States

Genre/Physical Characteristic
Radio scripts
Television scripts

Names
Brinkley, Don, 1921-2012

ii



Container List

Radio Scripts 1946-1956

The Adventures Of Sam Spade 1946

b. 41 f. 1 Character Background
b. 41 f. 2-3 The Kady Tooth. Part I and 2
b. 41 f. 4-5 The Kady Tooth (Or Thanks For The Memories) 1961

Two revisions.

Betty Grable and Harry James Show 1954-1956
The scripts were not assigned titles, only numbers.

b. 1 f. 1-9 1-70
b. 2 f. 1-10 71-130
b. 3 f. 1-12 131-190
b. 4 f. 1-11 191-260

Freedom USA 1951-1952

b. 5 f. 1 2. The Honest Life
b. 5 f. 2 3. The Big Smear
b. 5 f. 3 4. Against The Grain
b. 5 f. 4 6. Post No Bills
b. 5 f. 5 9. The Twain Meets
b. 5 f. 6 14. Dead Letter Carrier
b. 5 f. 7 18. Wish You Were Here
b. 5 f. 8 20. The Hostel Sky
b. 5 f. 9 25. In Memorium

b. 5 f. 10 27. The No-Zone
b. 5 f. 11 29. Army Red Tape (The Monster of Cody's Monster)
b. 5 f. 12 31. The Traitor
b. 5 f. 13 34. The Homeless
b. 5 f. 14 35. Cave In
b. 5 f. 15 37. Map Work
b. 5 f. 16 39. Flight To Mecca
b. 5 f. 17 41. Prison Riot Cell 14
b. 5 f. 18 47. Project X
b. 5 f. 19 49. No Time To Retire
b. 5 f. 20 Lost Christmas

Hour Of Stars (WFBM-CBS) 1953-1955
The scripts were not assigned episode titles.

b. 6 f. 1-24 1-80
b. 41 f. 6-9 18-20, 22

b. 41 f. 10-24 25-40
b. 7 f. 1-7 81-155
b. 8 f. 1-4 156-260
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b. 40 f. 5-19 25-34, 36-40

Hour Of Stars (WFBM-CBS) (cont.)
Radio Scripts (cont.)

I Was A Communist For The FBI 1952-1953

b. 8 f. 5 13. Rich Man, Poor Man
b. 8 f. 6 17. Exit On Left
b. 8 f. 7 20. Squeeze Play
b. 8 f. 8 21. Violence Preferred
b. 8 f. 9 25. A Suit For The Party

b. 8 f. 10 27. Little Boy Red
b. 8 f. 11 28. The Unwelcome Hosts
b. 8 f. 12 32. Home Improvements
b. 8 f. 13 35. Treason Comes In Cans
b. 8 f. 14 37. Hate Song
b. 8 f. 15 46. One Way Ticket
b. 8 f. 16 47. Word Game
b. 8 f. 17 48. Red Wave
b. 8 f. 18 49. Trial By Fear
b. 8 f. 19 51. The Brass Monkey
b. 8 f. 20 53. Citizens Of Nowhere
b. 9 f. 1 56. My Friend The Enemy
b. 9 f. 2 59. The Crossed Heart
b. 9 f. 3 62. Tour Of Duty
b. 9 f. 4 63. Wheel Of Misfortune
b. 9 f. 5 66. Falling Star
b. 9 f. 6 68. Use Only As Directed
b. 9 f. 7 69. Double Exposure
b. 9 f. 8 72. The Line is Busy

NBC Nutrilite Radio Theatre 1955-1956

b. 9 f. 9 14. Twelve Strong Men 1955

b. 9 f. 10 22. Miss Adventure 1956

b. 9 f. 11 24. Ring Around Rosy 1956

b. 9 f. 12 Runaway Flight 1955

Television Scripts 1951-1987

Arrest and Trial
b. 9 f. 13 The Arrest 1964

b. 9 f. 14 He Ran For His Life 1964
Formerly The Quest.

b. 9 f. 15 Isn't It A Lovely View 1963
Formerly Scar on the Sand. Story by David Friedkin and Mort Fine. Teleplay by Brinkley.

b. 10 f. 1 Modus Operandi 1964

b. 10 f. 2 Signals Of An Ancient Flame 1963

b. 10 f. 3 The Trial 1964

Barbary Coast (Gold Coast)
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b. 42 f. 1 Prospectus For Series 1960

Barbary Coast (Gold Coast) (cont.)
Television Scripts (cont.)

b. 42 f. 2 Spider Dance 1960

Bat Masterson
b. 10 f. 4 The Barbary Castle 1959

b. 10 f. 5 Battle Of The Pass 1958

b. 10 f. 6 Bullwhacker's Bounty 1960

b. 10 f. 7 The Canvas And The Cane 1959

b. 10 f. 8-9 The Conspiracy. Part I and II 1961

b. 10 f. 10 Dagger Dance 1961

b. 10 f. 11 Death By Decree 1959

b. 10 f. 12 The Death Of Bat Masterson 1959

b. 10 f. 13 Dude's Folly 1958

b. 10 f. 14 Incident At Fort Bowie 1960

b. 10 f. 15 The Lethal Sex 1960

b. 10 f. 16 Six Feet Of Glory 1959

b. 10 f. 17 Who'll Buy My Violence 1959

b. 11 f. 1 Beach Patrol. Current Attraction 1959

This was a pilot for a television series that did not sell; continues to be shown as a stand alone
television movie.

Ben Casey
b. 11 f. 2 Harvest Of Hate 1962

b. 11 f. 3-4 He Thought He Saw An Albatross 1962

b. 11 f. 5-6 Six Impossible Things Before Breakfast 1963

The Bold Ones
b. 42 f. 3 Game Of Chance 1969

Bold Venture
b. 11 f. 7 The Kick In The Can 1959

b. 11 f. 8 Oliver's Twist 1959

Boots And Saddles
b. 11 f. 9 The Duel 1958

b. 11 f. 10 The Gift 1957

b. 11 f. 11 The Last Word 1957

b. 11 f. 12 The Superstition 1958

b. 11 f. 13 Terror At Fort Lowell 1957

b. 11 f. 14 The Treasure 1957

b. 12 f. 1-3 Brownstone 1988

b. 12 f. 4-8 Capitol Hill 1978
Brinkley wrote the adaptation for a television movie that was not produced.

Convoy
b. 13 f. 1-3 The Rock 1965

The episode The Rock was rewritten as Lady On The Rock starring Eleanor Parker.

Cowboy In Africa
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b. 13 f. 4 The Hesitant Hero 1967

Cowboy In Africa (cont.)
Television Scripts (cont.)

b. 13 f. 5 Rampage 1967

Dante
b. 13 f. 6 Visit From A Small Prince 1961

The Detective
b. 13 f. 7 Finder's Keepers 1951

b. 13 f. 8 Dick Tracy 1951

b. 13 f. 9-15
b. 14 f. 1-3

Divided We Stand 1986-1987
Unsold pilot.

Doctor Christian
b. 14 f. 4 Spider Bite 1956

Easy Does It
b. 42 f. 4 Plot Prospectus For Television Series 1963

Script by Brinkley and Norman Paul.

b. 42 f. 5 Never Trust An Honest Man 1963

b. 14 f. 5-8 Ellen. A Woman 1977
Pilot.

Executive Suite
The files lack episodes 15 to 18. Arranged by episode number.

b. 14 f. 9 1. The Secret 1976
Pilot.

b. 14 f. 10 2. The Trap 1976

b. 14 f. 11 3. The Porno Ploy 1976

b. 15 f. 1 4. The Victims 1976

b. 15 f. 2-3 5. Anna Marie Barlow 1976

b. 15 f. 4-5 6. People In Glass Houses 1976

b. 15 f. 6 7. Power Play 1976

b. 15 f. 7 8. Fear Of Failing 1976

b. 15 f. 8 9. Who Shall Bring Me Mercy 1976

b. 16 f. 1-2 10. Sounds Of Silence 1976

b. 16 f. 3-4 11. Secrets And Strangers 1976

b. 16 f. 5 12. Identity Crisis 1976

b. 16 f. 6 13. The Topless Towers Of Ilium 1976

b. 16 f. 7 14, Friends And Lovers 1976

b. 17 f. 1-3 Family In Blue 1982
Pilot.

The FBI
b. 17 f. 4-5 The Dealer 1969-1970

b. 17 f. 6-7 Escape To Terror 1970

b. 17 f. 8 Extortion 1965

b. 17 f. 9-10 Eye Of The Storm 1968

b. 17 f. 11-14 Gamble With Death 1969

b. 18 f. 1 How To Murder An Iron Horse 1965
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b. 18 f. 2-6 The Impersonator 1970-1971

The FBI (cont.)
Television Scripts (cont.)

b. 18 f. 7-10 Moment Of Truth 1968-1969

b. 18 f. 11-14 The Prey 1969

b. 19 f. 1 Quantico 1965

b. 19 f. 2-3 Sky On Fire 1966

b. 19 f. 5-8 Turnabout 1970

Felony Squad
b. 19 f. 9 The Deadly Junkman 1967

b. 19 f. 10-11 A Fashion For Dying 1968

b. 19 f. 12-14 The Flip Side Of Fear 1967

b. 19 f. 15-16 Underground Nightmare 1968

The Fugitive
b. 20 f. 1 May God Have Mercy 1965

b. 20 f. 2-3 The Girl In The Trunk 1984
The file also holds Michael Daly's article published in the New York Magazine, 1984.

Have Gun Will Travel
b. 20 f. 4 The Last Laugh 1958

b. 20 f. 5 The LineUp. The Counterfeit Citizens 1959

b. 20 f. 6 No Visitors 1957

Highway Patrol
b. 20 f. 7 Art Robbery 1956

b. 20 f. 8 Blast Area Copter 1956
Originally titled Countdown.

b. 20 f. 9 Christmas Story 1956

b. 20 f. 10 False Witness 1956

b. 20 f. 11 Father Thief 1955

b. 20 f. 12 Gem Robbery 1957

b. 20 f. 13 Kidnap Copter 1956

b. 20 f. 14 Migrant Workers 1956

b. 20 f. 15 Motorcycle A 1955

b. 20 f. 16 Mountain Copter 1956

b. 21 f. 1 Phony Insurance 1955

b. 21 f. 2 Reckless Driving 1955

b. 21 f. 3 Resort 1955

b. 21 f. 4 Stripped Cars 1957

b. 21 f. 5 Suspected Cop 1957

b. 21 f. 6 Typhoid Carrier 1956

b. 21 f. 7 I Led Three Lives 1953

The Interns
b. 21 f. 8-10 The Challenge 1970

b. 21 f. 11-13 Mondays Can Be Fatal 1970

The Invaders
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b. 21 f. 14 The Ivy Curtain 1967

The Invaders (cont.)
Television Scripts (cont.)

b. 21 f. 15-16 The Pursued 1968

b. 22 f. 1 Vikor 1966

b. 22 f. 2 Wall Of Crystal 1967

b. 22 f. 3-5 The X Factor 1966
This script may have been rewritten with the title Quantity Unknown.

Ironside
b. 22 f. 6-8 Dead Man's Tale 1967

b. 22 f. 9 Due Process Of Law 1967
The file holds the original story by Don M. Mankiewicz.

b. 22 f. 10 Jane Wyman Theatre. Along Came A Spider 1957

Jefferson Drum
Alternate title The Pen And The Quill.

b. 22 f. 11 Dangerous Lesson 1958

b. 22 f. 12 Fatal Encore 1958

b. 22 f. 13 Karate Man The Ancient Arrow 1959
Pilot?

King Of Diamonds
b. 22 f. 14 Death Comes In Cans 1961

b. 22 f. 15 My Friend The Enemy 1961

Lancer
b. 23 f. 1 Dust For Breakfast 1968

b. 23 f. 2-4 Yesterday's Vengeance 1968

b. 23 f. 5-7 Love, Seek And Destroy 1979

b. 23 f. 8 Mahoney's Princess 1974

The Man And The Challenge
b. 23 f. 9 I've Killed Seven Men 1959

The Man From The Barbary Coast circa 1970
Not picked up for production.

b. 23 f. 10 Plot Outline
b. 23 f. 11 Spider Dance

The Man From U.N.C.L.E.
b. 23 f. 12-13 The Survival School Affair 1967

Mannix
b. 23 f. 14-16 The Blind Mirror 1970

b. 24 f. 1-2 The Blind Mirror 1970

b. 24 f. 3-6 Duet For Three 1970

b. 24 f. 7-10 Harlequin's Gold 1969

Medical Center
b. 24 f. 11-13 The Battle Of Lily Wu 1969

b. 25 f. 1-5 Between Dark And Daylight 1970

b. 25 f. 6-8 Care Is No Cure 1969
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b. 25 f. 9-10 Child Of Violence 1973

Medical Center (cont.)
Television Scripts (cont.)

b. 25 f. 11-12 Confession 1972

b. 25 f. 13-14 The Conspirators 1974

b. 26 f. 1-4 Crossroads 1970-1971

b. 26 f. 5-6 The Fourth Sex 1975

b. 26 f. 7-8 Girl From Bedlam 1974

b. 26 f. 9-15 Give And Take 1970

b. 27 f. 1-3 The Guilty 1973

b. 27 f. 4-9 Heel Of A Tyrant 1974

b. 27 f. 10 A Life At Stake 1973

b. 27 f. 11-14 Life, Death, And Mrs. Armbruster 1975-1976

b. 28 f. 1-11 Major Annie M.D 1975
This episode was a proposed pilot for a spin-off series.

b. 29 f. 1-2 Man At Bay 1970

b. 29 f. 3-4 No Sanctuary 1972

b. 29 f. 5-10 No Way Home 1974

b. 29 f. 11-12 The Professional 1969

b. 30 f. 1-4 Runaway 1969

b. 30 f. 5-7 Shock! Part I And II 1972

b. 30 f. 8 Slow Trot To Nowhere 1969
This was a proposed script.

b. 30 f. 9-14 Tainted Lady 1974

b. 30 f. 15-16 Thousands And Thousands Of Miles 1969

b. 31 f. 1-2 The Vortex 1973

b. 31 f. 3-7 Woman In Question 1970

b. 31 f. 8-9 Medico 1977
Proposed pilot.

Michael Shayne
b. 31 f. 10 Death Selects A Winner 1960

b. 31 f. 11 Final Settlement 1960

b. 32 f. 1 Framed In Blood
b. 32 f. 2 Hot Heir 1960

b. 32 f. 3 It Takes A Heap O'Dying 1961

b. 32 f. 4 Marriage Can Be Fatal 1961

b. 32 f. 5 No Shroud For Shayne 1961

Mr. And Mrs. North 1953-1954

b. 32 f. 6 Check Mate
b. 32 f. 7 Coat Of Arms

b. 32 f. 8-9 Collector's Item
b. 32 f. 10 Cross My Heart
b. 32 f. 11 Death Comes In Cans
b. 32 f. 12 Death In The Family
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b. 32 f. 13 The Gone Goose

Mr. And Mrs. North (cont.)
Television Scripts (cont.)

b. 32 f. 14-15 Hit And Run
b. 32 f. 16 The Man With The Rifle
b. 32 f. 17 The Prodigal Father
b. 32 f. 18 Some Heroes Die Twice
b. 32 f. 19 A Touch Of Death
b. 32 f. 20 Two Death For A Hero
b. 32 f. 21 Wheel Of Chance

b. 33 f. 1-3 Ms. Michael's Law 1978
Unsold pilot.

My Friend Tony
b. 42 f. 6-12 Dead Reckoning 1968

The Name Of The Game
b. 33 f. 4

b. 42 f. 13-14
Echo Of A Nightmare 1969-1970
Revised script

The New Breed
b. 33 f. 5 Blood Money 1961

b. 33 f. 6 Care Is No Cure 1962

b. 33 f. 7 The Deadlier Sex 1962

b. 33 f. 8 Hell Week 1962

b. 33 f. 9 How Proud The Guilty 1962
The file also holds two fan letters.

b. 33 f. 10 A Motive Name Walter 1962

b. 33 f. 11 Thousands And Thousands Of Miles 1962

Not For Hire
b. 34 f. 1 The Basic Rumble 1959

b. 34 Carrier Pigeon 1959

b. 34 f. 3 Personal Disappearance 1959

b. 34 f. 4 The Smuggled Wife 1959

The Outcasts
b. 42 Backlash 1968

Perry Mason
b. 34 f. 5-6 The Case Of The Corpse's Correspondence 1958

b. 34 f. 7 Phoebe 1976

Plot Outline.

The Rat Patrol
b. 42 f. 16 The Dearest Enemy Raid 1967

Plot outline.

b. 42 f. 17 The Do Re Me Raid 1967

b. 34 f. 8
b. 42 f. 18

The Fatal Reunion Raid 1967
Plot outline.

b. 42 f. 19 The Field Of Death Raid 1967

b. 42 f. 20 The Holy War Raid 1966
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b. 43 f. 1 The Life For A Life Raid 1967

The Rat Patrol (cont.)
Television Scripts (cont.)

b. 43 f. 2-3 The Street Urchin Raid 1967

b. 43 f. 4 The Violent Truce Raid 1967

Rawhide
b. 34 f. 9 Incident Of The Gilded Goddess 1963

Redigo
b. 34 f. 10 The Thin Red Line, and War Bonnet 1963

Two separate scripts.

Richard Diamond
b. 34 f. 11 Coat Of Arms 1959

b. 34 f. 12 The Fine Art Of Murder 1959

b. 34 f. 13 One Dead Cat 1959

Ripcord
b. 34 f. 14 Chute To Kill 1962

b. 34 f. 15 The Wrong Way Down 1962

Rough Riders
b. 34 f. 16 Lesson In Violence 1959

b. 34 f. 17 Long Fuse 1958

b. 34 f. 18 Sex Clinic 1976
Plot outline.

b. 35 f. 1-3 Sometimes A Lady 1980
An unsold pilot.

Stagecoach West
b. 43 f. 5 Life Sentence 1960

Strange Report
b. 35 f. 4 City Of Fear 1968

b. 35 f. 5 Epidemic 1968

b. 35 f. 6-7 Whose Little Girl Are You? 1968

b. 35 f. 8-11
b. 36 f. 1-3

Student Nurses 1977-1978
An unsold pilot.

Sub For Hire
b. 43 f. 6 Plot for Television Series 1960

b. 43 f. 7 The Curse Of The Sargasso Sea 1960

Target. The Corrupters 1960

b. 36 f. 4 Million Dollar Dump 1960

Tarzan
b. 36 f. 5 The Prisoner 1966

This Man Dawson
b. 36 f. 6 Short Circuit 1959

Tombstone Territory
b. 36 f. 7 Fatal Holiday 1960

Trackdown
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b. 43 f. 8 False Witness 1959

Trackdown (cont.)
Television Scripts (cont.)

Trapper John M.D.
b. 36 f. 8-9 The Sex Act 1980

The script was also known by the title Girl Under Glass.

b. 37 f. 1-3 Tricks 1987

Twelve O'Clock High
b. 43 f. 9-10 The All American 1966

The file also holds a letter to Brinkley with suggestions for the rewrite and the work copy
script by Jack Hawn.

Union Pacific
b. 37 f. 4 The Impractical Joker
b. 37 f. 6 Medicine Show
b. 37 f. 6 Railroad Doctor

The Untouchables
b. 37 f. 7 Blues For A Gone Goose 1962

b. 37 f. 8 Bullets From Heaven 1960

b. 37 f. 9 The Empty Chair 1959

The Virginian
b. 37 f. 10 Ring Of Silence 1965

b. 37 f. 11 That Woman At Shiloh 1966

b. 38 f. 1-2 Two Men Named Laredo (or Before I Kill Again) 1964

Voyage To The Bottom Of The Sea
b. 38 f. 3 The Blizzard Makers 1964

b. 38 f. 4 Hail To The Chief 1964

b. 38 f. 5 The Sky Is Falling 1964

Wanted Dead Or Alive
b. 38 f. 6 Death Divided By Three 1960

b. 38 f. 7 Fatal Memory 1957

b. 38 f. 8 The Hostage 1959

b. 38 f. 9 The Monster 1959

b. 38 f. 10 Secret Ballot 1958

West Point
b. 38 f. 11 Amnesty 1956

b. 38 f. 12 Boxing Story 1957

b. 38 f. 13 Call Of Duty 1956

b. 38 f. 14 Cold Peril 1956

b. 38 f. 15 Dragoon Patrol 1957

b. 38 f. 16 The Hard Way 1956

b. 39 f. 1 Honor Code 1956

b. 39 f. 2 M.P. Story 1956

b. 39 f. 4-5 Physical Contact 1957

b. 39 f. 3 Officer's Wife 1956
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b. 39 f. 6 The Search 1956

West Point (cont.)
Television Scripts (cont.)

b. 39 f. 7 Top Speed 1956

b. 39 f. 8 The Triangle 1956

Woman On The Run
Unsold pilot. Earlier versions of the script's titles were Cain's Wife, The Pursued, The
Commitment, and, My Friend The Enemy.

b. 39 f. 9 Cain's Wife 1977

b. 39 f. 10-11 Pursued 1977
Two revised drafts.

b. 39 f. 12-13 The Commitment 1977
Two revised drafts.

b. 39 f. 14 Credits 1977

b. 39 f. 15 My Friend The Enemy 1977

b. 40 f. 1 The Toad 1977

This script by Charles Larson may be another variation of the pilot or a script in anticipation of
a series.

The Young Rebels
b. 40 f. 2 Double Agent 1970

b. 40 f. 3-4 Too Many Widows 1970

Assorted Files 1971-1986

b. 40 f. 5 American Cancer Society 1974

b. 40 f. 6 Background Information About United States Army Story 1979

b. 40 f. 7 Ideas For Shows 1971

b. 40 f. 8 Scripts For Don Brinkley Productions, Inc 1986

b. 40 f. 8 Payne Hall 1985

b. 40 f. 9 Stitches 1985
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