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Summary

Creator: Friedman, Sy, 1919-1985

Title: Sy Friedman Photographs

Date: 1958-1981 [bulk 1972-1981]

Size: 6.51 linear feet (16 boxes)

Source: Gift of Richard Friedman, October 16, 2015.

Abstract: The collection documents the work of theater photographer Sy Friedman, 1958-1981 (bulk
dates 1972-1981).

Conditions Governing Use: The author/creator retains copyright of materials. For information on
obtaining permission to publish, contact the Theatre Division at theatre@nypl.org.

Preferred citation: Sy Friedman Photographs, *T-Vim 2015-023. Billy Rose Theatre Division, The
New York Public Library.

Processing note: Compiled by Camille Croce Dee, 2016.

Creator History

Photographer Sy Friedman (Seymour) was born February 23, 1919. With Leo Friedman and Joseph
Abeles, he was part of the Friedman-Abeles Studio, preeminent photographers of theater productions
from circa 1954 to 1970. Sy Friedman died in 1985.

Scope and Content Note

The collection documents the work of theater photographer Sy Friedman, 1958-1981 (bulk dates 1972-
1981). It contains mostly black and white prints, contact sheets and negatives, but also some color
slides and negatives of over 60 Broadway and Off-Broadway theater productions, as well as
productions that closed out of town.




There are production and publicity photographs of original and replacement casts and tours. A number
of Friedman's assignments were for the Public Theater, both downtown and at Lincoln Center.

Productions well-represented in the collection are Candide (1974), Deathtrap (1978), Grease (1972),
My Fair Lady (20th Anniversary revival 1976), The Prince of Grand Street (1978), The Ritz (1974), and
Shenandoah (1974). The Tony Awards (1976-1978) and related events are also included.

Claudette Colbert, Michael Moriarty, Joseph Papp with Thomas Babe, John Ford Noonan, Miguel
Pinero, Dennis Reardon, Michael Weller, and Neil Simon are among the personalities photographed by
Friedman.

His commercial photography includes a series for U.S. Rubber and screen shots of a Gloria Vandebilt
for Murjani Jeans television commercial, that was used in a New York Times story, and photos for
Warner Cable Communications.

Arrangement: Alphabetical
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Absurd Person Singular 1973 August-1975 October 8
1973 August
Prints
Contact Sheets

Road Company - Wilmington - Sheila MacRae, Patrick Macnee, Judy
Carne, Michael Callan, David Watson, Betsy von Furstenberg 1975 September
Prints, contact sheets, negatives.

First Birthday with Cast and Cake Outside Music Box Theatre; Party at
Sardi's 1975 October 8
Prints, contact sheets, negatives.

Ah, Wilderness! [1975]
Prints.

Apple Pie - Public Theater 1976 February 4
Prints
Negatives
(The) Art of Dining 1979
Prints
Contact Sheets
Negatives

Baker, Bill - Sony Corporation Vice-President 1981
Print, negatives.

Baryshnikov, Mikhail - Introduction to Sleeping Beauty Ballet at English
Speaking Union - WNEW-TV 1978

Negatives.

Bedroom Farce - American Cast 1979
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives

Begin, Menachem and Anwar Sadat - Screen Shots of First Meeting in Egypt
[circa 1977]
Color negatives; for New York Times.

(The) Belle of Amherst - Julie Harris 1976 January-1976 May 4
Color Slides
Boston 1976 April 6
Prints

Contact Sheets, Negatives
Jean Stapleton, Don Gregory also among those pictured.

Opening Night Party at Sardi's 1976 April 28
Negatives.

Mike Merrick and Marquee; Don Gregory 1976 May 4
Negatives.

Betrayal - Roy Scheider, Blythe Danner, Raul Julia 1979

Prints
Peter Hall, Harold Pinter, Robert Whitehead also pictured.
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Betrayal - Roy Scheider, Blythe Danner, Raul Julia (cont.)

Contact Sheets
Negatives
Color Slides

Black, David [circa 1970s]
Party.

Candide 1974 January 29-1974 October 15
Prints 1974

Brooklyn - Set 1974 January 29
Prints, contact sheet and negatives.

Set Rebuilding at Broadway Theatre 1974 January 29-1974 February 19
Prints, contact sheets and negatives.

Broadway Theatre Stagehands and Porter 1974 March 1
Prints, negatives.

Candids from Balcony 1974 March 3
Prints, contact sheets and negatives.

Set Model 1974 march 15
Prints, negatives.

Hal Prince Directing and Model of Broadway Theatre 1974 May 20
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives

Audience, etc. for Ad 1974 October 9, 1974 October 15

(The) Cherry Orchard - New York Shakespeare Festival at Lincoln Center
1977 January 4-1977 February 4

Rehearsal 1977 January 4
Negatives.

Production 1977 February 4
Color slides.

(A) Chorus Line 1975 April 24
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives

Cobb (sp.?), Joseph - Blood Institute of Maine 1979 June 27
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives

(The) Cockeyed Tiger - Astor Place Theatre 1976 December 23
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives

Colbert, Claudette 1978
Color negatives.

(The) Comedy of Errors - Shakespeare in the Park - Little Italy Locale 1975

July 15

Prints

Contact Sheets and Negatives
Cracks - Theatre de Lys 1976 January

Prints
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Cracks - Theatre de Lys (cont.)
Contact Sheets and Negatives
Creditors - See (The) Stronger
(The) Crucifer of Blood - Players Club Setups 1978 July 30
Prints
Contact Sheets
Negatives
Deathtrap 1978-1981 November 23
Boston - John Wood, Marian Seldes, Marian Winters, Victor Garber 1978

Prints
Production group also in some photos.

Contact Sheet and Negatives

Color Materials
Copy negatives and slides.

New York Company - Some Replacements 19787
Prints, contact sheets and negatives.

Road Company - Cleveland - Brian Bedford 1978 November 9
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives
Color Slides

Sets 1978?
Print, color slides and negatives.

John Cullum 1979 July 10
Prints, Contact Sheets, Negatives
Color Slides

Stacy Keach - New York Company 1979
Prints, Contact Sheets, Negatives
Color Slides

Farley Granger 1981 March 10
Prints, Contact Sheets, Negatives
Color Slides

#132 - Alfred de Liagre 50th Anniversary Party 1981 November 23
Contact sheets, negatives; various celebrities pictured.

Dirty Linen and New-Found-Land 1976 September 24-1977 March 10

Dirty Linen - Rehearsal Pix - New York 1976 September 24
Contact sheets, negatives.

Washington 1976 November 12
Prints
Negatives
Replacement 1977 March 10
(The) Eccentricities of a Nightingale [1976 November]-1976 November 24
Buffalo - Betsy Palmer, Nan Martin, David Selby [1976 November]
Negatives
Color Slides
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(The) Eccentricities of a Nightingale (cont.)
Opening Night - Backstage, Party at Sardi's 1976 November 24

Prints
Tennessee Williams, Faye Dunaway, Elizabeth Swados among those pictured.

Contact Sheets, Negatives

[Eubie!] [circa 1978]
Contact sheets.

Faith Healer with James Mason - Candids - Time Magazine - New York Times
1979 April 5
Prints, negatives.

F.D.R. - The White House Years - Robert Vaughn - Hyde Park, New York 1977
July 25

Contact Sheets, Negatives
Color Slides

For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide, When the Rainbow is Enuf
- Public Theater 1976 May 19

Prints
Negatives

Friedman Family / Personal circa 1977-1978 August
Negatives, color slides.

Godspell 1976 May 28-1976 October 22
1976 May 28
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives
1976 October 22

Replacements; print, contact sheets, negatives.
Golda 1977-1977 November
1977

First Day of Rehearsal

Contact sheets, negatives; William Gibson, Arthur Penn, Armina Marshall also among those
pictured.

Dress
Color slides.

Scholastic Magazine Used
Color slides.

Photo Call - Baltimore 1977 September 28
Prints
Contact Sheets
Negatives
1977 November
City Hall

Contact sheets, negatives.
Press Conference
Contact sheets, negatives.

Special Performance Gala
Contact sheets, negatives; includes various celebrities.
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G.R. Point - Michael Moriarty 1979 April 18
Prints
Negatives
Grease 1972 February 2-1977 and circa 1970s
Original New York - Candids 1972 February 2
Prints

Contact Sheets
Includes Eden Theatre marquee.

Negatives

Life Call 1972 May 3
Prints
Contact Sheets

Negatives
See also Second Call folder for "Y" contact sheet.

Marquee [Broadhurst Theatre] 1972 May 30
Contact sheets, negatives.

Producer and Designer under Marquee - Ken Waissman, Maxine Fox 1972
June 6
Prints, contact sheets, negatives; Carrie Robbins also among those pictured.

Second Call - Beauty School Dreams 1972 August 14
Prints, contact sheets, negatives.

Rehearsal Pix - Before and After - with Travolta 1972 December 1
Prints, contact sheets, negatives; includes Jeff Conaway haircut.

National Company 1972 December 26

Prints, Contact Sheet
Judy Kaye among those pictured.

Boston - John Travolta

Prints
Jeff Conaway, Judy Kaye, Marilu Henner, Jerry Zaks also among those pictured.

Contact Sheets, Negatives
Color Slides circa 1972-1974

Meg Bennett and Girls Singing circa 1972-1974
Color copy negatives.

Double Letters 1973 May 2
Possibly New York cast with some replacements.

Prints
Contact Sheets
Negatives

Haircutting 1973 May 24
Prints, contact sheets, negatives.

Haircutting at Riverside Plaza Hotel 1973 September 20
Negatives.

Bus and Truck Company 1973 October 1
Prints.
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Grease (cont.)

New York 1973 October 10
Color slides.

Travolta [circa 1973]
Color slides.

New York and National Company 1974 June 24
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives

Duffy Square Celebration - 1,000th Performance 1974 July 9
Contact Sheets, negatives.

Birthday Party at Sardi's - 1,000th Performance 1974 July 9
Print, contact sheets, negatives; llene Graff, Jeff Conaway among those pictured.

New York and Bus and Truck Company? [circa 1974]
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives

Bowling Pix 1977 August 15
Prints, contact sheet, negatives.

Publicity - Haircuts 1977, circa 1970s
Prints and negatives.

Untitled Negative Strip [circa 1970s]

Hamlet - Sam Waterston, Jane Alexander, Maureen Anderman 1975 November
7-1975 December 3

[Rehearsal] 1975 November 7
Contact sheets, negatives.

1975 December 3
Prints, Contact Sheets
Negatives

Harris, Julie [circa 19767]
Color slides.

Heartaches of a Pussycat 1980
Color slides.

Hello, Dolly! - Pearl Bailey - Pittsburgh 1975 June 24
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives

Hope, Bob - Kalmus Company - with Billy Martin, Howard Cosell 1978
September 29

| Love My Wife 1978 August-[1979]

Smothers Brothers, Barbara Sharma, Janie Sell [and Replacements] 1978
August

Prints, Contact Sheets
Negatives

Black Cast [1979]
Prints, color slides.

I'm Getting My Act Together and Taking It on the Road - Public Theater 1978-
1979

Prints, Negatives (A-D)
Contact Sheets, Negatives, Color Slides (XF)
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I'm Getting My Act Together and Taking It on the Road - Public Theater (cont.)
Conversion from Color Prints
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives
Color Slides
Replacement Cast [1979]
Contact Sheets, Negatives
Color Slides

Virginia Vestoff [1979]
Color slides.

(The) Innocents - Claire Bloom - Boston 1976 September 12
Contact sheets, negatives.

Kadison, Dana 1981 August 18
Negatives.

Kennedy, Ted - Screen Shots of Roger Mudd Interview [1979]
Contact Sheets, Negatives
Color Negatives

(The) Kingfisher 1978 September 30-1978

Claudette Colbert 1978 September, September 1978
Contact sheets, negatives, color slides.

Rex Harrison, Claudette Colbert, George Rose 1978
Contact sheets, negatives.

Knockout - Danny Aiello 1979 April 27
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives
Negatives (PA-PG, XA-XC)

Long Day's Journey into Night - Kennedy Center Production 1976
Contact Sheets, negatives.

Man of La Mancha [19727]-1977

Revival - Richard Kiley, Joan Diener [19727]
Color negatives, slide.

Richard Kiley, Emily Yancy 1977
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives
(The) Mandrake - Public Theater 1977 November 22
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives
(A) Matter of Gravity - Katharine Hepburn - Toronto 1976 January 13
Prints
Contact Sheets
Negatives
Color

Prints
Includes photo of set.
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(A) Matter of Gravity - Katharine Hepburn - Toronto (cont.)
Color (cont.)

Slides, Negatives
Noel Willman Rejects - Slides

Meriwether, Lee circa 19607
Color negatives.

Michael's Pub - Teddy Wilson Group Playing 1975 August 13
Prints, contact sheets, negatives.

(The) Misanthrope - New York Shakespeare Festival 1977
Print, Contact Sheets

Negatives
Includes handwritten list of photos.

Miss Margarida's Way - Public Theater - Estelle Parsons 1977 July 16
Prints
Contact Sheets
Negatives

Moriarty, Michael 1977
Contact sheets, negatives.

Mrs. Warren's Profession - New York Shakespeare Festival at Vivian
Beaumont Theatre - Ruth Gordon, Lynn Redgrave, Philip Bosco 1976 January 7

Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives
(The) Music Man - Jones Beach Production 1979
Contact Sheets
Negatives
Rehearsal
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives
My Fair Lady [1976]-1979
20th Anniversary Revival 1976
Rehearsal
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives
Production Call - P Series
Print, Contact Sheets
Negatives
Color Slides, Negatives

25th Anniversary Press Conference - Sardi's Restaurant - Rex Harrison,
Lead 1979
Includes prints, contact sheets, negatives.

Nana Mouskouri on Broadway - Broadway Theatre - Opening Night 1977
Prints, contact sheets, negatives; Harry Belafonte also among those pictured.

New-Found-Land - See Dirty Linen
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Papp, Joseph and Five New Authors of Broadway Productions of Public
Theater - in Shubert Alley 1975 May 28

Includes Thomas Babe, John Ford Noonan, Miguel Pinero, Dennis Reardon, Michael Weller;
Gerald Schoenfeld, Bernard Gersten also in some photos.

Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives

Parsons, Estelle 1976 March 27
Contact sheets, negatives.

(The) Prince of Grand Street 1978 January 30-1978 March

Rehearsal 1978 January 30-1978 February 23
Prints, contact sheets, negatives.

January 30
February 4

Prints

Contact Sheets, Negatives
February 23

Prints, contact sheets, negatives.
Philadelphia 1978 March 4-1978 March 9
Candids 1978 March 4
Prints
Contact Sheets
Negatives
Production Call 1978 March 9
Prints

Contact Sheets
Includes carbon copy of photo list.

Philadelphia 1978 March 4-1978 March 9

Bob Preston [et al] 1978 March
Color slides.

Pudaloff, Gail - Exercises 1981 December 15
Prints, Contact Sheets
Negatives
(The) Ritz 1974 November 11-1975 October 18
Rehearsal 1974 November 11
Prints
Contact Sheets, Negatives
Production 1974 December 19
Prints
Contact Sheets
Negatives
Replacements 1975 August
Prints, Contact Sheets
Negatives
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(The) Ritz (cont.)

b.11f.22  Replacement Company #2 - June Gable, Stubby Kaye, Mike Kellin 1975
October 18
Prints, contact sheets, negatives.

b.11f.23  Color Slides [19757]
b.111.24  Program and P.R. Brochures 1975

b.12f.1-2 (The) Robber Bridegroom - Showtime [1980]
Color slides; Kaye Ballard, Marjoe Gortner among those pictured.

Rodgers & Hart 1975 April 22
b. 121 3-4 Prints
b.12f.5  Contact Sheets
b.12f.6  Negatives, Program
Same Time, Next Year - Betsy Palmer, Monte Markham 1977 December
b.12f.7  Prints
b.12f.8  Contact Sheets
b.12f.9  Negatives

b.121.10 Savage, Marcia 1976 May 6
Prints, contact sheets, negatives.

Shenandoah 1974 November 8-1977 October 6
Rehearsal 1974 November 8

b.12f 11 Prints
b.12f. 12 Contact Sheets
b.12f. 13 Negatives

Includes copy negative of film still.
Production circa 1978 November 21-1974 December 12
circa 1974 November 21

b. 12 f. 14-15 Prints
b.12f. 16 Contact Sheets
b. 12 1. 17 Negatives
Boston 1974 December 12
b. 13 1-2 Prints
b.13f. 3 Contact Sheets
b.13f. 4 Negatives, Program
Candids circa 1974 December
b.13f.5 Prints
b.131.6 Contact Sheets
b.13f. 7 Negatives
b.13f.8 L Series circa 1974 December

Prints, contact sheets, negatives.

b.13f.9  George W. George Selection circa 1974 December
Color slides.

Replacement Company 1976 October 29
b. 13 f. 10-11 Prints

b. 13f. 12 Contact Sheets

10
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Shenandoah (cont.)
Replacement Company (cont.)

Negatives
John Raitt - Chicago 1977 October 6
Prints
Contact Sheets
Negatives

Shindig 1979 March
Color slides.

Simon, Neil 1969 September 15-1970 January 16
Prints, contact sheets, negatives, note by Sy Friedman re: photos.

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 1976
Prints
Contact Sheets
Negatives

Opening Night Party at Sardi's
Contact sheets, negatives; Adolph Green, Isaac Stern, Zoe Wanamaker among those pictured.

Something Old, Something New 1976 October
Prints
Contact Sheets
Rehearsal - Molly Picon, Hans Conreid
Candids and Photo Call
Candids and Photo Call

Negatives.
Spotlight 1977-1978 January

Rehearsal 1977
Contact sheets, negatives.

Washington - Candids 1978 January
Contact sheets, negatives.

Strangers - Lois Nettleton, Bruce Dern 1979

Rehearsal
Negatives.

Candids - Boston
Prints
Contact Sheets
Negatives
(The) Stronger and Creditors - Public Theater - Rip Torn, Geraldine Page 1977
Prints
Contact Sheets
Negatives

(The) Taming of the Shrew - Shakespeare in the Park - Raul Julia, Meryl
Streep 1978
Prints, contact sheets, negatives.

Teibele and Her Demon - Arena Stage, Washington, DC - F. Murray
Abraham, Lee Lawson, Laura Esterman, Barry Primus, Stefan Schnabel 1979

Prints

11
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Teibele and Her Demon - Arena Stage, Washington, DC - F. Murray Abraham, Lee Lawson, Laura Esterman,
Ba&smgr&ssﬁtg@&&hnabel (cont.)

Negatives

Color Slides

[(A) Texas Trilogy - Backstage and Party] [1976 September 1]
Contact sheets; Maureen Stapleton, Jane Alexander among those pictured.

Tony Awards 1976 April 18-1978
Rehearsal and Sardi's with Winners 1976 April 18
Prints
Negatives
1977

Nominees - Cocktail Party, etc. at Players Club
Negatives.

Rehearsals and Show
Negatives.

Ball, etc. - New York Hilton
Print, negatives.

1978

Brunch at Sardi's
Contact sheets, negatives.

Rehearsals
Contact Sheets
Negatives

Truckload [1975]
Contact sheets, negatives; party.

Two Gentlemen of Verona (Musical) 1971
Prints.

U.S. Rubber circa 1958 June 15-1915 June 15
circa 1958 June 15

Negatives.

Car [?] Tire Changing circa 1958 June 15
Negatives.

Chicopee Falls Tire Plant 1958 June 15
Negatives.

Vanderbilt, Gloria - New York Times - Murjani TV Commercial (Screen Shots)
1979
Print, contact sheets, negatives.

Warner Cable Communications - Qube Device, Booklet circa 1979
Print, negative, booklet.

Weekend with Feathers - New Haven - Donald O'Connor, Lee Meredith 1976
April 14
Negatives.

Wilson, Teddy - See Michael's Pub

(The) Woods - Public Theater - Chris Sarandon, Christine Lahti 1979 April 18
Negatives
Color Slides

12



b.16f.9 Unidentified [circa 1970s-1980s]
Prints, negatives (1 color).
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