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Summary

Creator:  Crawley, Robert

Title:  Robert Crawley and Casey Walters papers

Date:  1939-1986

Size:  2.8 linear feet (7 boxes)

Source:  Donated by Casey Walters in 1988.

Abstract:  Robert (Bob) Crawley (1917-1987) was a stage manager for Broadway plays, who was
known for his long association managing Emlyn Williams' solo shows; his companion, Casey Walters
(1916-1991), was an actor who was active in regional and stock theater, and well-known for his regular
appearances on the television show Harbor Command in the late 1950s. Their papers (1939-1987)
contain correspondence, production files, and scrapbooks that represent both men's careers in the
performing arts and their long friendship with the actor and writer Emlyn Williams.

Conditions Governing Use:  The author/creator retains copyright of materials. For information on
obtaining permission to publish, contact the Theatre Division at theatrediv@nypl.org.

Preferred citation:  Robert Crawley and Casey Walters papers, *T-Mss 2014-124. Billy Rose Theatre
Division, The New York Public Library.

Processing note:  Compiled by Susan Malsbury, 2014 The scrapbooks were removed from their
bindings though they remain in their original order. The scrapbooks are fragile and care should be used
when examining them. The legacy call numbers for each scrapbook have been retained and included in
the note field of the container list.

Creator History

Robert (Bob) Crawley (1917-1987) was a stage manager for Broadway plays, who was known for his
long association managing Emlyn Williams' solo shows; his companion, Casey Walters (1916-1991),
was an actor who was active in regional and stock theater, and well-known for his regular appearances
on the television show Harbor Command in the late 1950s.
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Robert Crawley was born in 1917 in Social Circle, Georgia. He moved to New York City and initially
entered show business acting in the Broadway productions The Great Big Doorstep (1942), The Moon
Vine (1943), Harvest of Years (1948), Montserrat (1949), and Ondine (1954). By 1960, he had
transitioned to the role of stage manager on Cut of the Axe (1960), First Love (1961), and The White
House (1964). Crawley also worked steadily for the actor and writer Emyln Williams, stage managing
Williams' two one-person shows, Emlyn Williams as Charles Dickens and Emlyn Williams as Dylan
Thomas Growing Up, which included international tours that ran intermittently from 1952 to 1981.
Williams wrote and starred in both shows. The Dickens show in particular was iterative in nature,
growing from impersonations Williams first began performing in 1951. Crawley and Walters met
Williams in 1948, and maintained a close friendship with him until the deaths of Crawley and Williams in
1987.

Casey Walters was born in 1916 in Boston, Massachusetts. At the age of twenty three, he began
performing regularly with the company at the Schubert Copley Theatre in Boston, as well as with
regional summer stock companies. In 1940, he moved to New York City and appeared in productions of
the American Actors Company, including Texas Town and Out of My House, both in 1941. His acting
career was stalled when he joined the Navy for the remainder of World War II. Walters returned to New
York and performed in the Broadway productions Mister Roberts (1948), starring Peter Fonda; Red
Roses for Me (1955); and A Minor Adjustment (1967). Walters also appeared in various television
shows, including a starring role in the syndicated television show Harbor Command from 1956 to 1957.

Robert Crawley died in New York, and Walters died in 1991 in Montana.

Scope and Content Note

The Robert Crawley and Casey Walters papers (1939-1987) contain correspondence, production files,
and scrapbooks that represent both men's careers in the performing arts and their long friendship with
the actor and writer Emlyn Williams.

The correspondence is arranged by recipient. The primary correspondent is Williams who often wrote
letters to Crawley or Walters with the expectation that one would share the letter with the other. The
letters span from 1959 to 1987 and are professional and personal in nature. The Crawley file contains
additional correspondence from John Roberts, who managed Williams' affairs in the United Kingdom,
and the Walters file contains correspondence from Molly Shan, Williams' wife; playwright Joshua
Logan; and producer Arthur Cantor, among others.

The production files consist of prompt books and scripts, the bulk of which represent Crawley's work as
a stage manager. The files are arranged alphabetically by production. The scripts are heavily annotated
and contain prop notes, lighting and sound cues, and checklists. Various iterations of scripts for Emlyn
Williams as Charles Dickens are present, as well as prompt books for several of the tours of Emlyn
Williams as Charles Dickens and Emlyn Williams as Dylan Thomas Growing Up. Williams', and by
extension, Crawley's, persistent touring schedule is documented by records of Williams' tours in
Australia, Europe, North America, and South America from 1951 to 1984.

The two scrapbooks were compiled by Walters and contain news clippings, photographs, and
programs. The 1939 to 1947 scrapbook documents his appearances with the Schubert Copley Theater,
the American Actors Company, the Equity Library Theatre, and various summer stock companies, as
well as his time in the United States Navy. The second scrapbook documents the Broadway production
Mister Roberts, which ran from 1948 to 1951. Additional material consists of a typescript copy of the
eulogy Williams gave at the funeral of Richard Burton; photographs of Crawley, Williams, and others;
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and Crawley's resume.
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Container List

Correspondence
b. 1 f. 1 Crawley, Robert 1971-1987

b. 1 f. 2 Walters, Casey 1959-1987

b. 1 f. 3 Eulogy of Richard Burton by Emlyn Williams 1984

b. 1 f. 4 Photographs circa 1950-1986

Production Materials
b. 1 f. 5-6 The Day After the Fair

b. 1 f. 7 DuPont Presents Wow - Zap - Pow...It's Chemical Man!
b. 1 f. 8-9 Emlyn Williams as Charles Dickens 1965-1982

b. 2 f. 1-3 Emlyn Williams as Charles Dickens 1980-1986

b. 2 f. 4-6 Emlyn Williams as Dylan Thomas Growing Up 1967-1977

b. 3 f. 1-2 Emlyn Williams as Dylan Thomas Growing Up 1985-1986

b. 3 f. 3-4 Emlyn Williams as Saki 1977
Was alternately called Emlyn Williams as The Playboy of the Weekend World.

b. 3 f. 5-6 First Love 1961

b. 4 f. 1 First Love
b. 4 f. 2-3 First Monday in October 1978

b. 4 f. 4-5 Forty Carats
b. 4 f. 6-7 The Hothouse 1982

b. 5 f. 1 Ondine
b. 5 f. 2-3 Philadelphia, Here I Come!

b. 5 f. 4 Private Lives 1974

b. 5 f. 5-6 Scuba Duba 1967

b. 6 f. 1 Solisti di Zagreb 1972

b. 6 f. 2 A Streetcar Named Desire 1969

b. 6 f. 3 Take Her, She's Mine 1961

b. 6 f. 4 Two for the Seesaw
b. 6 f. 5 The White House 1963

b. 6 f. 6 Resumes--Crawley, Robert

Scrapbooks
b. 7 1939-1947

MWEZ + n.c. 21,667

b. 7 Mister Roberts 1948
MWEZ + n.c. 21,668
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