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Summary

Creator: Kidder, Edward E., 1846-1927
Title: Edward E. Kidder scripts

Date: 1883-1911

Size: 4.2 linear feet (10 boxes)
Source: Unknown.

Abstract: The Edward E. Kidder scripts, dated c. 1883 to 1911, document his career as a playwright
for Broadway and touring companies.

Conditions Governing Use: The author/creator retains copyright of materials. For information about
obtaining permission to publish, contact the Theatre Division at theatre@nypl.org.

Preferred citation: Edward E. Kidder scripts, *T-Mss 2014-103. Billy Rose Theatre Division, The New
York Public Library.

Processing note: Compiled by Valerie Wingfield, 2015

Creator History
Edward E. Kidder (1846-1927) began his career in the theatre as an actor's manager before becoming
a playwright. A prolific writer, he wrote between twenty to thirty plays for Broadway that also toured in

the United States and abroad. He considered some of his plays adaptable to the silent screen.

Kidder died in New York City in 1927.

Scope and Content Note

The Edward E. Kidder scripts, dated c. 1883 to 1911, document his career as a playwright through
annotated typescripts.




The collection offers a detailed representation of the dramatics, comedies and musicals that Kidder
created. Several of the plays have copies with slight variations. Most of the plays have not been dated.

Kidder's trademarks include marking up his scripts by underlining sections of text; promoting his theatre
credits; commenting on character development; stating the adaptability of his plays for the silent screen;
and composing introductory remarks about the merits of the plays.

He occasionally noted the name of the lead actor such as Marguerite Clark (1883-1940) in the comedy
The Pearl of Persia; Cora Tanner (1885- ?) in One Error and, Rose Melville (1867-1946) starring in
Cinder Sarah in a role created specifically for her. The collection holds the plays Stage Struck and The
Stumbling Block co- written by Kidder and his wife Augusta Raymond Kidder (abt, 1856-1939), and the
sketch Souffle written by Augusta Kidder.

Arrangement: The collection is arranged by author followed alphabetically by title.
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(The) Gossoon

Hard Luck Henrietta
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Kidder, Edward E (cont.)
b.7f.7-10  Save Me From My Friends
b.8f.1  (The) Saving Switch
b.8f.2-3  Solid Gold
b.8f4-9  (A) Son of the Old Sod
b.8f 10  Stage Struck
b.8f11-12  (A) Startling Scheme
b.9f.1  (The) Stumbling Block
b.9f.2  Taking a Dare
b.9f.3-6  That'll Be Allright 1883
b.9f.7-8  Thistledown 1909
b.9f.9-10  The Trail to the East
b.10f. 1  (The) Troubles With Teresa
b.10f.2  (The) Tulip Girl
b.10f.3  (The) Vanderbilt Sketch
b.10f.4  (The) Wrong Woman
b.10£.5  Yankee Luck
b.10f. 6 Kidder, Augusta Raymond--Souffle
b.10f.7-8 Unidentified Scripts



