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Summary

Creator:  Hewitt, Alan, 1915-1986

Title:  Alan Hewitt papers

Date:  1936-1985

Size:  1.68 linear feet (4 boxes)

Source:  Donated by Alan Hewitt, 1981 and 1986.

Abstract:  Alan Hewitt (1915-1986) was an American actor who worked in theater, television, and film.
He was active in issues of actors' employment, and was involved with the Actors Equity Association
(Equity) for most of his career. His work with Equity included serving on the council from 1940 to 1951
and serving as the organization's unofficial statistician. He also conducted income studies for the
Screen Actors Guild (SAG). The Alan Hewitt papers concern his work with and on behalf Equity and
SAG and his advocacy in matters of actors' employment. Subjects of the Equity files include a report on
Equity employment statistics authored by Philip Ennis and John Bonin; Equity's policy on the
employment of alien actors from 1951 to 1968; and the work of the Equity House Affairs Committee
from 1976 to 1980, especially related to the matter of dues. Equity files primarily contain
correspondence and clippings, but also include statistical reports, meeting minutes, annual financial
reports, and Hewitt's notes and writings. SAG files contain correspondence and reports regarding the
income of SAG membership in the late 1960s and 1970s. Some correspondence with SAG leadership
concerning issues affecting both unions is also present in the Equity files. Hewitt was a proponent of a
merger between SAG and AFTRA, and the collection contains files of correspondence, writings, and
clippings regarding a potential merger, as well as materials about possibly mergers between Equity and
other unions, dating from 1949 and 1958. The collection also includes a memoir by Maybelle Cliff (née
Parker). Cliff was an American vaudeville performer who married British performer Laddie Cliff. The
memoir recounts her experiences living in Great Britain from 1916 to 1941.

Conditions Governing Use:  The author/creator retains copyright of materials. For information on
obtaining permission to publish, contact the Theatre Division at theatre@nypl.org.

Preferred citation:  Alan Hewitt papers, *T-Mss 1986-030. Billy Rose Theatre Division, The New York
Public Library.
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Processing note:  Compiled by Kit Fluker, 2015

Key Terms

Subjects
Actors -- Labor unions
Actors -- Salaries, etc
Americans -- Great Britain
Labor unions -- Mergers

Genre/Physical Characteristic
Clippings (information artifacts)
Correspondence

Geographic Names
London (England) -- Social life and customs -- 20th century

Names
Actors' Equity Association
American Federation of Television and Radio Artists
Screen Actors Guild
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Container List

Actors' Equity Association
b. 1 f. 1-10 1936-1977

b. 2 f. 1-9 1939-1940, 1951-1980
Contains House Affairs Committee files, files on the employment of alien actors, and a small
file on the Committee on Encouraging Playwrights (1940).

b. 3 f. 1-13 1967-1985
Includes Ennis-Bonin study files and Equity financial reports from 1967 to 1976.

b. 4 f. 1-5 Screen Actors Guild 1963-1984

b. 4 f. 6-7 Union Merger Plans 1949-1958

b. 3 f. 14 Miscellaneous Articles by Hewitt 1963-1967

b. 4 f. 8 I Like These People by Maybelle Cliff 1942
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