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Summary

Creator:  Beatty, Clyde, 1903-1965

Title:  Clyde Beatty and Cole Bros. Circus records

Date:  1959

Size:  .21 linear feet (1 box)

Source:  Unknown donor, unknown date.

Abstract:  Clyde Beatty (1903-1965) was an American lion tamer, animal trainer, and circus
entertainer. Beatty ran his own circus which merged with the Cole Bros. Circus in 1935. The collection
holds press releases, programs, advertising invoices, and newspaper clippings relating to the Clyde
Beatty and Cole Bros. Combined Circus of 1959.

Conditions Governing Use:  The author/creator retains copyright of materials. For information on
obtaining permission to publish, contact the Theatre Division at theatrediv@nypl.org.

Preferred citation:  Clyde Beatty and Cole Bros. Circus records, *T-Mss-2014-001. Billy Rose Theatre
Division, The New York Public Library.

Processing note:  Compiled by Robyn Hjermstad, 2013 Original order was maintained.

Creator History

Clyde Beatty (1903-1965) was an American lion tamer, animal trainer, and circus entertainer. Beatty ran
his own circus and merged with the Cole Bros. Circus in 1935. He appeared in film and television
throughout his career, and starred in his own radio series, The Clyde Beatty Show, from 1950 to 1952.

Scope and Content Note

The collection holds press releases, programs, and newspaper clippings relating to the Clyde Beatty
and Cole Bros. Combined Circus of 1959. Press releases, created by press agent Clarence Foster Bell,
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announce the different circus acts and performers. Print and radio advertising invoices and an expense
sheet from Bell are also present. Newspaper articles review the Beatty-Cole Combined Circus in
Canada and the United States. A publicity file in this collection holds clippings of images of the circus
performances.
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