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Creator History

Craig G. Harris was a prolific gay African-American writer, poet, AIDS activist and health educator born
on April 8, 1958 in the South Bronx, New York. Harris was involved in community service from an early
age, serving as president of the Co-Op City Youth Branch of the NAACP from 1972 to 1976. He

attended Vassar College from 1976 to 1980 where he studied English and Education. After graduation,
he worked as an advertising account executive, a news reporter for the New York Native, and an




assistant to the executive director of the Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund.

In 1986, Harris moved to Washington, D.C. to work for the National Coalition of Black Lesbian and
Gays, where he coordinated the first national conference on AIDS in the black community. He was a
founding co-chair of the National Minority AIDS Council in 1987 and later became the Health
Education/Media Specialist for the Spectrum AIDS Project of Washington, D.C.

Harris returned to New York in 1988 to serve as executive director of the Minority Task Force on AIDS.
Shortly thereafter, he started working as a consultant to the Education Department of Gay Men's Health
Crisis (GMHC), and became Assistant Coordinator of Prevention Education in 1989. He would work at
the GMHC until his death in 1991 and was responsible for developing some of the first safe sex
brochures for people of color, including "Loving, Caring, Sharing" and "Brothers Loving Brothers".

In the 1980s, Harris was a prominent voice of the renaissance in black gay writing and literature. A
journalist, essayist, fiction writer and poet, he was an early member of Other Countries, a New York-
based black gay writer's collective founded in 1986. Harris' work was published in newspapers and
magazines like The Advocate, Ebony, Gay Community News, New York Native, Outweek, and The
Washington Blade, and his stories and poems were collected in anthologies such as In the Life: A Black
Gay Anthology, Brother to Brother: New Writings by Black Gay Men, Gay Life, New Men New Minds:
Breaking Male Tradition, The Road Before Us: 100 Gay Black Poets, and Tongues Untied, a poetry
anthology. At the time of his death, Harris was working on "Hope Against Hope," an unpublished
volume of poetry exploring living with HIV/AIDS.

Harris was diagnosed with pulmonary Kaposi's sarcoma in January 1991, and died on November 26,
1991 of HIV-related complications at the age of thirty-three.

Scope and Content Note

The Craig G. Harris Papers, 1986-1993, document his life as a gay, HIV-positive African-American, his
work as an AIDS activist, and his prolific writing career. The collection consists of biographical
information, personal correspondence, obituaries and memorial material, as well as original
manuscripts of his speeches, essays, articles and poems.

The Personal series, ca. 1988-1993, contains biographical and bibliographic information, postcards
from friends that Harris kept in his cubicle at Gay Men's Health Crisis (GMHC), and greeting cards. Also
included are obituaries from Men of All Colors Together/New York (MACT/NY), the GMHC and the New
York Times, and personal condolences and thank you cards from Harris' family, as well as material
related to Harris' memorial birthday celebration on April 8, 1992.

The Writings series, ca. 1986-1991, consists of three speeches: "Coming Together in the Baths,"
"Celebrating African American Lesbhian and Gay History, Finding Our Way to the Future,” and "Homily";
the biographical essay "I'm Going to Go Out Like a Fucking Meteor!"; three articles: "A Heritage of
Black Pride," "Weaving the Future of Black Gender Politics," and "Stonewall into the Future: Talking
'bout a Revolution"; and thirteen poems.
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