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Summary

Creator: Williams, W. Hazaiah, 1930-1999

Title: W. Hazaiah Williams papers

Date: 1952-1998

Size: 7.42 linear feet (8 boxes)

Source: Gift of the estate, January 2006.

Revision History: Finding aid updated by Lauren Stark.

Abstract: Wlliam Hazaiah Williams, Jr. was an African-American minister and educator. The W.
Hazaiah Williams papers contain material related to his personal life, ministry, and other professional
ativities.

Preferred citation: [Item], W. Hazaiah Williams papers, Sc MG 760, Schomburg Center for Research
in Black Culture, Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division, The New York Public Library

Language of the Material: English

Processing note: Accessioned by Nurah-Rosalie Jeter and Diana Lachatanere, May 2010 and
November 2014.

Separated Materials:
Transferred to the General Research and Reference Division: books and magazines

Transferred to the Photographs and Prints Division: photographs

Creator History

William Hazaiah Williams, Jr., was an African American minister and educator. He received a Master of
Theology from Boston University, and moved to California in the mid-1950s to accept a position at the
South Berkeley Community Church, where he was ordained. In 1956, Williams founded the Church for




Today, an interdenominational community church in Berkeley, where he was the pastor until his death.
In 1969, he formed the Center for Urban-Black Studies at the Graduate Theological Union, also in
Berkeley, where he was a professor for 20 years. Concentrating on liberation theology, Williams created
and taught theology courses at the Center.

During the 1970s, Williams founded the Alamo Black Clergy, a San Francisco East Bay consortium of
ministers of various denominations, and served as executive director of the East Bay Conference on
Race, Religion and Social Justice. He was also a commentator on Dialogue, a radio program on KPFA-
FM, where he dealt with social issues relevant to the community. His community work included 8 years
of service on the Berkeley Board of Education, 1967-1974, during the period in which the Berkeley
schools were integrated.

W. Hazaiah Williams was also the first major African American presenter of classical music in the
United States. He was dedicated to the racial and cultural integration and expansion of the classical
music audience and of the concert stage; he was founder and director for 35 years of the major recital
series, Today's Artists Concerts. Dr. Williams presented a series of concerts in New York's Carnegie
Hall and Alice Tully Hall. In 1993, he created Four Seasons Concerts, for which he served as President
and Artistic Director until his death.

Scope and Content Note

The W. Hazaiah Williams papers, 1952-1998, are arranged in three series: Personal papers, Ministry,
and Other professional activities. The Personal papers mostly consist of miscellaneous material and
some papers related to his degree work at the Boston University School of Theology. The Ministry
series contains documentation related to South Berkeley Community Church, where he was ordained
and served as the co-pastor. The Church for Today is also represented with order of service programs
and sermons, which form the largest part of the collection, and a few letters from parishioners.

The Other professional activities series contains speeches and lectures; some files from his tenure with
the Berkeley Board of Education and the Center for Urban-Black Studies; and his consultancies and
membership in professional organizations.

Arrangement: Arranged into 3 series: |. Personal papers; Il. Ministry; and Ill. Other professional
activities.

Key Terms

Subjects

African American churches
African American clergy
African American educators
African American leadership
African American preaching
African Americans -- Music
African Americans -- Religion
African Americans -- Social conditions
Authors, Black

Christian sects -- United States
Civil rights



Independent churches
Music fans

Geographic Names
Berkeley (Calif.)

Genre/Physical Characteristic
Sermons

Names

Williams, W. Hazaiah, 1930-1999

Alamo Black Clergy (East Bay, Calif.)

Church for Today (Berkeley, Calif.)

Graduate Theological Union. Center for Urban-Black Studies
South Berkeley Community Church (Berkeley, Calif.)
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Personal 1952-1976

Memorial service
Includes program and condolence cards.

Hoover Jr. High School 1961
Fellowship Church 1955-1976

Letters 1957-1970
Includes Allan Chalmers, Howard Thurman, and Sue Bailey Thurman.

European trip with Hector Lopez 1972
Response to Jesse Jackson article
Letters 1975-1986
Clippings about Williams
Collected articles
Education
Boston University School of Theology
Correspondence 1952-1955
Church and community 1952-1953
Class notes on church history 1952-1953
Local church and social action 1953
Class papers and exams 1952-1958
Introduction to the New Testament syllabus 1953
"How to Make a Sermon" 1953
1953-1955
Class notes 1953-1955

"Religious Liberty and the Christian's Attitude toward Non-Christian
Religions" 1955

Pastoral care

Contemporary Theology in Historical Perspective syllabus by S. Paul
Schilling

University of California, Berkeley, Sociology of Religion class 1957-1958

Ministry 1954-1998

South Berkeley Community Church 1954-1956
Includes Williams's service of ordination.

Church for Today
Prayers 1963-1975
Order of Service programs
1954-1958
1959-1997
Letters from members 1963-1993
Other letters and cards 1969-1980s
Lee, Barbara 1970s-1980s
Sermons 1960-1986
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Ministry (cont.)

Sermons (cont.)
"The Imperial Voice" 1960 November 13
"A Strategy for Abundance" 1960 November 20
"Dreams Come True" 1961 April 30
"Mother: Co-Creator with God" 1961 May
"A Time of Crisis" 1961 May 28
"I Will Not Forsake Thee" 1961 June 4
"The Stages of Our Generation" 1963 June 9
"Work: An Opportunity for Fulfillments" 1963 September 1
"A Sense of Calling" 1969 January 5
"External Moorings" 1967 June 4
"What Doth the Lord Require of Thee?" 1967 September
"You Can Be Different" 1967 September 3
"Why Be Religious" 1967 September 10
"A Call for Radical Openness" 1967 November 5
"Press on for the Mark" 1967 December 31
The Cosmos Is Still Friendly/The Friendly Cosmos 1968
"Consider the Lilies Be Not Anxious" 1968 January 21
"A Call to Encounter with God" 1968 February 4
"Love = Disarmament in Action" 1968 February 11
"Can You Follow the Master?" 1968 March 3
Be Ye Therefore Perfect 1969 June 15
"The Meaning and the Significance of the Cross in History"
"Sometime during the Lenten Season" 1971 Summer
"Abide with Me" 1971 July 11
1971 August
"The Trumpet Is in the Dust" 1972 May
"Perished" 1972 June
"The Man by the Pool" 1972 October
"The Church Needs You" 1973 January
"Creative Discontentment" 1973 February
"Holy Focus, the Church" 1973 February
"Eternal Intelligence" 1973 February
"Wrestle at the Ancient Creeds and Doctrines" ca. 1973
"Life Is a Religious Enterprise" 1973 March
"The Eternal Case Is Rested in Your Own Spirit" 1973 March
"Moses Call" 1973 March
"The Chill Factor" 1973 November
"Lostness" 1974 January
"Owning the Future" ca. 1974
"Weak Resignation vs. Will" 1974 February
"Babu" 1974 February
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Ministry (cont.)
Sermons (cont.)

"Take My Yoke" 1974 April

"Task of Preaching in a Lost Community" 1974 April
S.L.A. reflection 1974 May

"Gifts" 1974 May

"Salt" 1974 June

"Charge to the Ordinates" 1974 July

Nixon reflection, "The Emperor Is Naked" 1974 August
Prophet prelude 1974 September

Series on the Prophet: "Amos", "Isaiah", and "Jeremiah" 1974 October-
November

Christmas sermon ca. 1974 December

"What | Have Asked of the Lord, | Will Seek After: Miracles" 1975 January
"Marching to Zion via the Heart" 1975 January

"Be Still" 1975 February

"Temptation #1-3" 1975 February-March

1975 March

"Who Are You, Tell Me Your Name" 1975 April

"The Meaning Is in the Moment, or the Kingdom of God Is with You" 1975
April

"Clues for the Ultimate" 1975 May

"God's Intention, Loneliness, Love" 1975 May

"Agony of the Universe" 1975 June

"Finding Out the "How", the Motivational Stuff of the Dead" 1975 June 29
"Doing the Deed to Reveal the Kingdom of God" 1975 July 13
"Ezekiel" 1975 October

"Unite My Heart" 1976 February

"Simon" 1976 March

Sermon that starts with "In the Passion Story..." 1976 March
Good Friday services 1976 April

"Sunrise" 1976 April

"The Kingdom Is Within" 1976 May

"The Call: The Organizing Theme of Our Souls" 1976 June
"Come Unto Me..." 1976 August

"Moses at the Burning Bush" 1976 August

"South Africa" 1976 August

"Let Me Learn Now Where Beauty Is" 1976 August

"Seek, Search, Quest" 1976 August

Sunday after taking Hazaiah to Columbia University 1976 September
"Jesus on the Water; Killer Cells" 1976 September

"Jesus and Man beside the Pool" 1976 September 26

"What God Desires, What He Does" 1976 October

"Can These Bones Live Again" 1976 October



o o o 9 o g g P g o T o o T o T 9o T o T o o T oo

=

=)

o o T o

c o T © ©T

2f
2f
2f
2f.
2f.
2f
2f
2f
2f
2f.
2f.
2f
2f
2f
2f
2f.
2f.
2f
2f
2f
2f
2f.
2f.
2f

21
2f.
2f.
.21

2f.
.21

21
.21
21.

2f.
2f.
21
2.
21.
.21

86
87
88
89

90
91

92
93
94

95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124

Guide to the
W. Hazaiah Williams papers

Ministry (cont.)
Sermons (cont.)

"The Word" 1976 October
"Flaunt a Red Flower" 1976 November
"What It Means to Give Thanks and Praise Life" 1976 November

"Meaning of the Church, Meaning of Christmas, Past All the Junk" 1976
November

"The Inward Sea" 1976 December

"The Lord Is in His Holy Temple: Let All the Earth Keep Silence before
Him" 1976 December

Communion services, "Let Us Break Together" 1977 January
"The Love of God" 1977 February

"Jesus: In Him Lay Life: You Are of Utter Worth and Part of the Puzzle"
1977 April

"The Homing Instinct" 1977 May

"Dreams Visions" 1977 May

"You've Lost that Loving Feeling! Why No Reverence for Life!" 1977 August
"Psalm 84: Strength to Strength" 1977 August

"King Solomon — Meaning of Sacrifice and Love" 1977 September
"Parable of the Seed Falling" 1977 September

"Can Howard Come Out and Play??" 1977 October
"Christmas Silence that Renders Us Dumb" 1977 December
"Call to Worship" 1977 December

"Captive of the Eternal" 1978 January

Communion service 1978 January

"Faith" 1978 April

"The Lord Is My Light and My Salvation" 1978 October
Psalm 23 1979 January

Made in the Image of God: Part 1l 1979 February

"The History of the Church" 1979 March

St. Francis 1979 March

Easter Sunday 1979 April

"Heart Trouble" 1979 June

"Doing the Truth" 1979 July

"Heaven at the Edge of Hell" 1979 August

Thanksgiving Sunday 1979 November

Psalm 23 1980 May

"A Story to You" 1981 May

"There Is River" 1981 September

Faith 1981 October

"If | Forget Thee..." 1981 November

"Just War and Pacifism" 1981 November

"Blessed Are the Peacemakers" 1981 November

Annie Sims memorial sermon 1983 July
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Ministry (cont.)
Sermons (cont.)

"The Suffering Servant”, sermon on Isaiah 42 1984 June

"The Great Commandment" 1984 October

Reconciliation 1985 April

"The Communion of God Is the Act of Self-Surrender” 1985 May
"Light to Thy Being of the Thy Presence" 1985 June

Job 1985 June

"Revisits Unite My Heart" 1985 July

"Religious Consciousness" 1985 August

"Crisis in Understanding the Gospel" 1985 August

"Religion Has to Be about the Life Struggle" 1985 September
"One of the Infrequent Fulcrum Points in Human History" 1985 October
"How to See the Warnings of the Crisis That Is Coming" 1985 November
"Unrealistic" 1985 November

Christmas Sunday 1985 December

"Rain" 1986 February

Easter Sunday 1986 March

"Everyone to Whom Much Is Given Much Is Required" 1986 July
"New Religion of Nice: Between Fiction and Reality" 1986 August
"The Church Is Not Equipped to Deal" 1986 September

"Faith, an Endless Pilgrimage of the Heart" 1986 November
Thanksgiving Sunday 1986 November

Christmas Sunday 1986 December

"It Is the Best of Times in the Worst of Times" 1987 March
Easter Sunday 1987 April

"How Much Is being Lost, and How Much Will Be Lost and How Vigilant
Will We Be" 1987 June

"Confusion between Religion and Culture" 1987 June

"Thy Work of God Is Family Fixed in the Heavens" 1987 June
"The Center Is Not Holding Anymore" 1987 July

"Something Is Wrong with Our World, Seriously Wrong" 1987 July
Labor Day weekend 1987 September

"What Is the Truth?" 1987 September

Christmas 1987 September

"The Spirits Are Restless" 1987 November

"The Apocalypse" 1987 November

Easter Sunday 1990 April

"Being Open to That which Is New as an Act of Faith" 1990 July
"Our Humanity at Risk" 1991 February

"A Sobbing God in a Cruel World" 1991 March

Maundy Thursday services 1992 April

"His Word Is a Lamp Unto My Feet" 1992 August
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Ministry (cont.)
Sermons (cont.)

Labor Day weekend, "Signs of the Time" 1992 September
"The Doll House" 1992 October
Samuel 1992 October
Maundy Thursday 1993 April
Father's Day sermon 1993 June
"Three Strikes and You're Out" 1994 March
Maundy Thursday 1994 March
Easter Sunday 1994 April
"Psalmist and Psalms" 1994 July
"From Nazareth to Bethlehem" 1994 December
Christmas Eve services 1994 December
"Jesus Stand among Us" 1995 January
"The Lord's Prayer" 1995 March
"Jesus the Visionary and the World Pragmatist" 1995 April
Maundy Thursday 1995 April
Easter Sunday 1995 April
50th anniversary of Hiroshima bombing 1995 August
"Heart" 1995 October
Martin Luther King, Jr 1996 January
Maundy Thursday 1996 April
Easter Sunday 1996 April
"Love and Justice" 1996 September
Easter Sunday 1997 March
Psalm 103 1997 August
Psalm 23 1996 January-1997 September
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services 1998 December
Notes
Untitled sermons
1956-1968 March
1968 March-1969 November
1969 December-1971 June
1971 July-October
1971 December-1972 March
1972 March-April
1972 May-July
1972 August-November
1972 November-1973 April
1973 April-June
1973 June-September
1973 November-1974 January
1974 February-March
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Ministry (cont.)
Sermons (cont.)
Untitled sermons (cont.)

1974 March-April

1974 April-1975 March

1976 January-1979 July

1980 June-1981 October

1981 October-1982 January

1982 February-August

1982 August-December

1982 December-1983 February

1983 April-June

1983 October-1984 April

1984 April-September

1984 November-1985 April

1985 June-1989 December
Miscellaneous sermons
Notes and drafts

Sermon notes
These notes are in shoeboxes inside of the larger paige boxes.

List of sermons on tape
Tapes not included in the collection.

Other professional activities 1950s-1990s

The Center for Urban-Black Studies files, which are the second largest section of the collection,
appear to be part of Williams's personal files and include information on the Odyssey Festival,
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Lecture Series. There is also correspondence, course and
programmatic information, and a few student files (containing papers, notes, letters). The
Organization and Consultancies files include small files for the East Bay Conference on Race
and Religion and the Institute for Ministry Development.

Speeches, lectures, and writings 1950s-1990s
Radio talks 1950s-1980s
1960s-1970s
Western Jurisdiction Urban Network Workshop 1974

Science and Technology: Knowledge and Power Symposium of Black
Scientists and Engineers at Stanford University 1974

1980s-1990s
Published writing 1965-1988

Berkeley Unified School District/Board of Education 1967-1974
Appointment to Board of Education 1967
School Board campaign 1971
Newspaper articles 1967-1974
Minutes 1969 July-September
Black Studies Program 1969
Desegregation enforcement 1969-1970
Letters 1969-1974
Model school proposal 1970 August
Blackhouse notes 1970-1973
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Other professional activities (cont.)
Berkeley Unified School District/Board of Education (cont.)

Board of Education 1971-1974
White House Conference and Asian support for integration/bussing 1972
1972-1973
Board meeting 1973 February
Notes
Readings
Articles
Education 1964-1966
Race and suspension
Resignation and testimonial dinner 1974

"Berkeley Unified School District Board of Education: The Reverend Dr. W.
Hazaiah Williams--Quotations from Comments and Sermons Presented at
Church for Today, Berkeley, California, 1971-1974" ca. 1974

Article on resegregation 1995
Publications

"Happiness Is: A Trip to Kennedy Park—Follow Through—The Responsive
Model, the New Trend in Education” 1970

"Olla Podrida", Berkeley High School Yearbooks 1970-1971
"Sojourner II", Asian Writer's Project/Asian American Studies 1972

Center for Urban-Black Studies (CU-BS), Graduate Theological Union
(GTU) 1967-1988

Key list mailing — selected documents of current and lasting interest in the
Civil Rights Movement 1967

"Center for Urban-Black Studies, Graduate Theological Union: A
Prospectus"” 1969

Martin Luther King, Jr. lecture 1969
Newspaper clippings 1969-1985
1970
Correspondence 1970-1981
Black Odyssey Festival
Black Panther Party petition
Urban Black Semester Program
Chicago Center for Black Religious Studies 1970-1971
1971
Correspondence
Celebration of Ordination of Julius Thomas
Third Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Lecture Series 1971 May
Newspaper clippings
Black Odyssey Festival press releases
Women's Center
1972
Correspondence
Chakravarty, Amiya (Dr.)
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Other professional activities (cont.)
Center for Urban-Black Studies (CU-BS), Graduate Theological Union (GTU) (cont.)
1972 (cont.)

Organizational vision/financial struggle
Description of Center for Urban-Black Studies for school catalog
Racism questionnaire
Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. speaking engagement and memorial lecture
Martin Luther King, Jr. Lecture Series 1972-1973
1973
Walker, J. Lynwood letters 1973-1987
Ordination of Stanford Robinson
The Black Religious Year Lecture Series
World Council of Churches meeting, Geneva, Switzerland
1974
Newsletter, "So It Goes"
Letters of recommendation 1974-1977
Clark, Effie, M. sermons
1975
General
Affirmative Action
Joint Strategy and Action Commission newsletters 1975-1978
1976

Includes Irvin Batdorf.

1978

Includes Honors Convocation.
1979
Rivas, Lolita
Correspondence 1979-1980

"People's Temple: A Consultation on the Implications of Jonestown for
the Black Church and the Nation"

Conversationals 1980
Correspondence 1981-1989
1982

General

Letter from Bob Kimball

School publications

Urban Legal Foundation 1982-1985
1983

Jones, Lawrence N., Dean of Howard University Divinity School:
Recommendations concerning Black Studies in the GTU and related
subjects

Launch of Minority Studies Program, challenge to CU-BS
School catalog 1983-1985
1988
Smith, Kelly Miller, ed. "Racism, Racists and Theological Education”
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Other professional activities (cont.)
Center for Urban-Black Studies (CU-BS), Graduate Theological Union (GTU) (cont.)

1988 (cont.)
Black and Hispanic Catholic information
Journals

Courses
The Art of Communicating the Gospel 1973
Resource Development for Preaching (taught by Williams) 1977
Resources for Ministry in Community (taught by Williams) 1977 Spring
Sex and Race 1977
The History and Development of Black Religious Thought 1979
Black Hermeneutics 1980

Word as Event 1982
Includes student papers and letters.

This Is My Body (lecture series)

Self Development: Minority People
Students

Black Seminarians 1975-1981

Chamberlain, Gary L. paper

Farlough, Gene papers

Grieger, Gay letters 1970-1975

Hass, Louise 1972-1983
Includes letters and master's thesis, "Slavery and the Christian Ethic".

Horn, Eugene J. letters 1970-1977
Naylor, Carolyn 1980

Naylor, D. Keith 1978
Includes letters, poems, and paper.

Osborne, Noah A 1975
Includes letter and proposals.

Letters from CU-BS students
Letters of inquiry from potential students
Student papers

Organizations and consultancies 1966-1980

East Bay Conference on Race and Religion 1966-1968
Men of Tomorrow 1968

Howard Thurman Educational Trust 1969-1987
Institute for Black Elected Officials 1969

University of Alabama consultation 1971-1972
Berkeley Runaway Center 1971-1973

INSEARCH — Religion in the Future 1972

International Documentation on the Contemporary Church (IDOC) 1972
H. Rap Brown Support Committee for Political Prisoners 1972
Ministries to Blacks in Higher Education 1972

Institute for Ministry Development 1972-1974

Urban Training Center for Christian Mission, Inc 1972-1974

10
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Other professional activities (cont.)
Organizations and consultancies (cont.)

Black Church Arts Program 1973-1974
Coast Counties Bible College 1975
Thirkield Jones lectures 1977
Medical Ethics 1977-1985

Black Educators Conference 1980
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