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Summary

Title:  H-2 Worker research collection

Date:  1940-1994

Size:  2.93 linear feet (5 boxes)

Source:  Donated by Stephanie Black, 2000.

Abstract:  The collection consists primarily of printed material used by Stephanie Black in researching
the sugar industry in the United States and its treatment of the foreign workers who harvest the crop, for
the film "H-2 Worker." Included are FBI files related to investigations of the United States Sugar
Corporation, 1940s peonage petitions filed by the Workers Defense League, and internal FBI files of
contractual agreement violations and abuses of individuals contracted to work in the program. These
files were retrieved through the Freedom of Information Act. There is also documentation that the AFL-
CIO initiated legal action against the sugar corporations, opposing their use of foreign workers for the
available jobs and not American citizens, and the treatment of those hired to harvest the sugar cane.
The newspaper clippings from the 1940s through 1990s present a view of the media's coverage of the
U.S. sugar industry, along with national and regional public and political positions on the "H-2" guest-
worker visa program. U.S. federal and state positions on farm/migrant workers, public response, and
positions of individual politicians, both in the Caribbean and the United States are documented in the
clippings. Also included are notes, transcripts of interviews, and copies of legal briefs prepared by the
Farmworkers Justice Fund. The collection is arranged in alphabetical order.

Conditions Governing Access:  

access. All reproduction requests subject to limitations noted in divisional policies.

Conditions Governing Use:  Information on copyright available from repository.

Preferred citation:  [Item], H-2 Worker research collection, Sc MG 681, Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture, Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division, The New York Public
Library

Processing note:  Compiled by Rosalie P. Jeter, 2001. Finding aid edited and adapted to digital form
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by Kay Menick in 2016.

Key Terms

Subjects
Agricultural laborers, Foreign -- United States
Experimental films -- United States
Farmworker Justice Fund (Washington, D.C.)
H-2 Worker (Motion picture)
Migrant agricultural laborers -- United States
Migrant agricultural laborers -- United States -- Economic conditions
Migrant labor -- United States
Motion pictures -- United States
Peonage -- United States
Sugar beet industry -- Florida
Sugar workers -- Florida

Genre/Physical Characteristic
Clippings files
Documents
notes
Transcripts
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Container List

b. 1 f. 1 Stephanie Black's Notes

Clippings
b. 1 f. 2 1940s
b. 1 f. 3 1950s
b. 1 f. 4 1960s
b. 1 f. 5 1970s
b. 1 f. 6 1980s
b. 1 f. 7 1990s
b. 1 f. 8 undated
b. 1 f. 9 East Coast Farmworker Support Network Board Meeting 1986

b. 1 f. 10 "Farmers Force Trans-nationals to Push Machines," by Robert A. Rice
b. 1 f. 11 Farm Labor Organizing Committee
b. 1 f. 12 Farmworker Justice News
b. 1 f. 13 Farmworkers Labor Action Against Campbells 1984

b. 1 f. 14 Florida Statutes, H-2 Contracts, Department of Labor Guidelines 1986

b. 1 f. 15 Florida Sugarcane League
b. 1 f. 16 Florida Sugar Production Statistics
b. 1 f. 17 Government Reports & Studies
b. 2 f. 1 H-2, Law Changes, New Immigration Laws 1986

b. 2 f. 2 H-2 Worker Compensation Case 1980s

b. 2 f. 3 H-2 Worker Handbook by Farmworker Legal Services
b. 2 f. 4 "Harvesting the Crops of Others," Ph.D. Dissertation, Monica L. Heppel
b. 2 f. 5 "History of Sugarcane Production in South Florida"
b. 2 f. 6 "Hunger Among Migrant & Seasonal Farmworkers," Congressional Select

Committee on Hunger 1986

b. 2 f. 7 Jacqueline Barbee-Bullock 1983, 1984

b. 2 f. 8 List of Registered H-2 Camps 1985-1986

b. 2 f. 9 Manuscript
b. 2 f. 10 Mexico
b. 3 f. 1 "The Migrant Farmworker," National Conference of Catholic Bishops
b. 3 f. 2 Miscellaneous Monographs
b. 3 f. 3 "Midwest Farmworker Movement"
b. 3 f. 4 "The Offshores," by Peter Kramer
b. 3 f. 5 "Ohio's Migrant Workers Senate Investigation"
b. 3 f. 6 Okeelanta Strike 1986

b. 3 f. 7 On South Central Florida Migrant Workers
b. 3 f. 8 "On the Season! Aspects of the Migrant Labor System," by Dorothy Nelkin
b. 3 f. 9 "Out of Sight, Out of Mind," National Governor's Association

b. 3 f. 10 Peonage Evidence - Letters, Articles, & FBI Summaries
b. 3 f. 11 Petitions to the Department of Labor
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b. 3 f. 12 "The Political Economy of Migrant Farm Labor," by James L. Terry
b. 3 f. 13 Research Material - Papers on Caribbean Migrant Workers in the United

States
b. 3 f. 14 Senate Bill 537 (114th General Assembly) 1981-1982

b. 4 f. 1 "Sojourners in the Land of Plenty," by Kathy Barber Hersh
b. 4 f. 2 Southern Tenant Farmers Union, Film - "Where My Possessions Lie"
b. 4 f. 3 Sugar Information Bureau
b. 4 f. 4 Transcripts of Interviews
b. 4 f. 5 Union Organizing (Immigrant & Farmworkers) 1986

b. 4 f. 6 United Farm Workers/AFL-CIO, Toledo, Ohio
b. 4 f. 7 United States Department of Agriculture, "Sugar & Sweetener"
b. 4 f. 8 United States Department of Justice vs. United States Sugar Company

Peonage Cases 1942

b. 4 f. 9-11 United States Department of Labor
b. 4 f. 12 United States Political Discussion on H-2 Immigration
b. 4 f. 13 War Immigrant Farm Recruitment 1943-1946

b. 4 f. 14 The West Indies Central Labor Organization, West Indies Farm Labor
Program

Printed Matter - Migrant Workers
b. 4 "The Ambiguities of United States Temporary Foreign Worker Policy" 1985

b. 4 "The Atlantic, the New Immigrants, How They're Affecting Us" 1983 November

b. 4 "Beyond Crisis, 'Farm & Food Policy for Tomorrow'" 1984 December

b. 4 "Bibliography on Haiti: English & Creole Items," Paper No. 6 1985 June

b. 4 "Caribbean Workers in the Florida Sugar Cane Industry," Paper No. 2 1985
December

b. 4 "Jose Marti, Architect of Social Unity: Class Tension in the Cuban Émigré
Communities of the United States," Paper No. 5 1887-1895

b. 4 "The Constitution, That Delicate Balance" 1984 November 27

b. 4 "Farmworkers: Who Cares?"
b. 4 "Farm Workers in Florida," National Farmworker Information Clearinghouse

& the State of Florida 1975 October

b. 4 "Farmworker Women Speak Out," Farmworker Justice Fund, Inc 1994

b. 4 "Films to Make a Difference"
b. 4 "The Hands that Feed Us: Undocumented Farmworkers in Florida," National

Immigrant & Alien Rights Project 1986 April

b. 4 "Human Love in Action: An Informative Analysis with Constructive Concepts
for Change" 1971

b. 4 "Jamaican & Black-American Migrant Farm Workers: A Comparative
Analysis," vol. 25, no. 4 1978 April

b. 4 "Migrant Workers on Maryland's Eastern Shore" 1983 June

b. 4 North American Congress on Latin America (NACLA), "Report on the
Americas, Caribbean Migration, Contract Labor in United States Agriculture"
1977 November-December
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b. 4 "Pesticide Safety for Farmworkers/Uso Seguro de Pesticidas para los
Trabajadores del Campo" 1985 April

Printed Matter - Migrant Workers (cont.)

b. 4 "Report on the Use of Temporary Foreign Workers in the Florida Sugar
Cane Industry" 1991 July

b. 4 "Valiant Migrant Women/Las Mujeres Valerosas" 1982

b. 4 "What's Happening to Our Jobs?" Report No. 10 1984 December

Printed Matter - Southern Exposure
b. 4 "Our Promised Land," vol. ii, no. 2, 3 1974

b. 4 "Clearing House Review"
b. 4 "The Mississippi Pipcutter" and the "Short Stick," vol. 19, no. 10 1986 February

b. 4 "Sixth Annual Review of Poverty Law," vol. 19, no. 9 1986 January

Printed Matter - Prepare
b. 4 Farmworkers 1983 January

b. 4 "Hunger & the Homeless" 1986 April

b. 4 "Without a Vision the People Perish" 1987 April

b. 4 1988 April

Printed Matter - Sugar Industry
b. 4 "Costs & Returns for Sugarcane Production on Much Soils in Florida" 1983-

1984, 1985 January

b. 4 "The First Fifty Years, United States Sugar Corporation"
b. 4 "The 1989 Impact of Florida's Sugarcane Industry on the State's Economy"

1990 December

b. 4 "A Report on the Florida Sugar Industry" 1967

b. 4 "The Sugar Association, Inc 1977 January

b. 4 "Sugar Journal, Covering the World's Sugar Industry Since 1938" 1986 April

b. 4 "The United States Sugar Program: A Consumer's Guide" 1984

b. 4 "Arrival, Welcome to America, A Lively Venture in Politics, Literature, & the
Arts" 1987

b. 4 "Report on a Survey of Opinion Leaders & a Public Opinion Poll in Palm
Beach County" 1986 September

b. 4 "A Time to Choose: Summary Report on the Structure of Agriculture" 1981
January

b. 5 f. 1 "The Occupational Health of Migrant & Seasonal Farmworkers in the United
States" 1986

b. 5 f. 2 "The Occupational Health of Migrant & Seasonal Farmworkers in the United
States, Report Summary" 1985 November

b. 5 f. 3 Analysis of the H-2 Program & Request for Rulemaking & Other Relief
b. 5 f. 4 Court Action for Migrants, by Thomas R. Ewald 1975

b. 5 f. 5 Migrant Legal Action Program 1984 August 30

b. 5 f. 6 Center for Labor Research & Studies, The Adverse Impact of Immigration on
Florida's Farmworkers
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