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Abstract:  The Miscellaneous Afro-Latin American collection consists of a mix of official, private, and
family papers from colonial Spanish American territories: Argentina, Cuba, Mexico, Peru, Puerto Rico,
Uruguay, and Venezuela. The documents are all from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, except
for a chronology of the history of blacks in Uruguay from 1680-1990.
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Center for Research in Black Culture, Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division, The New York
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Scope and Content Note

The Miscellaneous Afro-Latin American collection consists of a mix of official, private, and family papers
documenting the experiences of peoples of African descent in the colonial Spanish American territories
of Argentina, Cuba, Mexico, Peru, Puerto Rico, Uruguay, and Venezuela. The documents are all from
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, except for a chronology of the history of blacks in Uruguay
from 1680-1990. The family and private papers are concerned primarily with the sale and manumission
of enslaved persons. Significant in the collection's family papers are the Magan family legal documents
which contain a history of an Argentinian family's slave holdings, and records matriarch Inez de
Cabrera y Magan's dying wish to grant freedom to her enslaved woman, Josefa. Included in the official
documents are a number of royal decrees concerning the commerce in Africans, the education,
treatment and occupation of enslaved laborers, and the liberation of fugitives from the territories of
imperial rivals. Other decrees include an 1805 Mexican prohibition against intermarriage between those
of "known nobility and pure blood and blacks, mulattos and other castes" and an 1812 decree tackling
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the education of Spanish subjects of African origin in Mexico. A 1778 population register of 28 Puerto
Rican cities and an 1815 record of the free black population in Buenos Aires offer a demographic
picture of colonial Spanish America as do a 1753 Venezuela plantation inventory, a 1775 Cuban
population register and a series of handwritten reports regarding maroons in Cuba's Matanzas
Province (1837-1838).

Arrangement:  The Miscellaneous Afro-Latin American collection is arranged in alphabetical order by
country name (Argentina, Cuba, Mexico, Peru, Puerto Rico, Uruguay, and Venezuela).

Key Terms

Subjects
Argentina--History
Blacks--Argentina--History.
Blacks--Cuba--Social conditions.
Blacks--Mexico--History.
Blacks--Peru--History.
Blacks--Uruguay.
Blacks--West Indies--Social conditions.
Cuba--History
Maroons--Cuba--History.
Mexico--History
Peru--History
Puerto Rico--History
Slave trade--Latin America--History.
Slavery--Argentina.
Slavery--Caribbean Area--History
Slavery--Cuba--History.
Slavery--Latin America--History
Slavery--Peru--History.
Slavery--Venezuela
Slaves--Latin America--Social conditions.
Uruguay--History
Venezuela--History

Geographic Names
Latin America -- African influences
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Container List

b. 1 f. 1 Fugitive Slaves in the New World - Argentina 1789

b. 1 f. 2 Introduction of Slave Trade in the Spanish Colonies - Argentina 1789

b. 1 f. 3 Royal Decree - Argentina 1804

b. 1 f. 4 Decree concerning the education, treatment, and occupation of slaves in the
Indies and the Philippine Islands - Argentina 1790

b. 1 f. 5 Magan Family Legal Documents 1761

b. 1 f. 6 Exchange of slaves - Argentina 1753

b. 1 f. 7 Slave Trade - Argentina 1808

b. 1 f. 8 Forced Draft of Slaves into the Armed Forces - Argentina 1813

b. 2 f. 9 Free Womb Decree - Argentina 1813

b. 1 f. 10 Petrona Celestina - Argentina 1813 - 1817

b. 1 f. 11 Black Troops/Regiment of Freedmen - Argentina 1813

b. 1 f. 12 Free population in Buenos Aires - Argentina 1815

b. 1 f. 13 Black Troops/Infantry Regiment of Blacks and Mulattos - Argentina 1829

b. 1 f. 14 Juliana - Argentina 1823

b. 1 f. 15 Maria Garcia, Liberta - Argentina
b. 1 f. 16 Genaro Pelliza - Argentina
b. 1 f. 17 Proclamation issued by Manuel Pagola - Argentina
b. 1 f. 18 Official decree issued in Mendoza, Argentina 1820 - 1830

b. 1 f. 19a The slave trade in Mar del Plata - Argentina 1795

b. 1 f. 19b The slave trade in Mar del Plata 1795

b. 1 f. 20 The Black Society of Tauza Nation - Argentina 1828

b. 2 f. 21 Etat de L'Isle de Cuba
b. 1 f. 22 Negros Cimarrones - Cuba
b. 1 f. 23 Correspondence of the 3rd Division of His Majesty's Lancers re

attack...maroon Negroes in the hills of Guachinango - Cuba
b. 1 f. 24 Slave Bills of Sale - Cuba 1843, 1847, 1852

b. 2 f. 25 Runaway Slave Register - Cuba
b. 1 f. 26 La Protectora Campaña - Cuba
b. 1 f. 27 Elections in Indian Towns - Mexico
b. 2 f. 28 Decree regarding behavior during carnivals - Mexico
b. 1 f. 29 Taxes (Black, mulatto, and other castes: women) - Mexico
b. 2 f. 30 Decree prohibiting intermarriage - Mexico 1805

b. 2 f. 31 Education of Spanish subjects of African origin - Mexico
b. 1 f. 32 Abolition of Slavery - Mexico (Republic) 1837

b. 1 f. 33 Slave registration - Peru
b. 2 f. 34 Etat de L'Isle de Porto Rico
b. 1 f. 35 Schomburg, Carlos F. - Puerto Rico
b. 1 f. 36 Ildefonso Pereda Valdes Letters - Uruguay 1936 - 1939

b. 1 f. 37 Los Descendientes de Africanos en el Uruguay
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b. 1 f. 38 San Felipe Plantation (Inventory) - Venezuela
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