
The New York Public Library
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture,
Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division

Guide to the

Amy Wilentz Haiti material
1920-1994 [bulk 1986-1994]
Sc MG 664

Summary

Compiler:  Wilentz, Amy

Title:  Amy Wilentz Haiti material

Date:  1920-1994 [bulk 1986-1994]

Size:  0.42 linear feet (1 box)

Source:  Gift of Amy Wilentz, February 1999.

Revision History:  Finding aid updated by Lauren Stark.

Abstract:  Amy Wilentz is the author of Farewell Fred Voodoo: A Letter from Haiti (2013), The Rainy
Season: Haiti since Duvalier (1990), Martyrs' Crossing (2000), and I Feel Earthquakes More Often
Than They Happen: Coming to California in the Age of Schwarzenegger (2006). She is the winner of
the Whiting Writers Award, the PEN Martha Albrand Non-Fiction Award, and the American Academy of
Arts and Letters Rosenthal Award. In 1990, she was shortlisted for the National Book Critics Circle
Award for nonfiction for The Rainy Season. She won the 2013 National Book Critics Circle Award for
memoir for Farewell, Fred Voodoo, and was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship in general nonfiction in
2020. Wilentz is a MacDowell fellow, the former Jerusalem correspondent for The New Yorker, and a
long-time contributing editor at The Nation. She is also a contributing editor at The Markaz Review, an
online publication about Middle Eastern culture, politics, diaspora, and art. She has written for The New
York Times, The Washington Post, The Los Angeles Times, Politico, The London Review of Books, the
Los Angeles Review of Books, and many other publications. She teaches in the Literary Journalism
program at the University of California at Irvine. This collection consists of research material on Haitian
politics, the treatment of Haitian migrant workers in the Dominican Republic, and U.S. foreign policy
towards Haiti; this material was compiled for the writing of The Rainy Season: Haiti since Duvalierr,
published in 1990. Also included are printed matter of Haitian grassroots organizations written in
Creole, and several addresses by U.S. Ambassador Brunson McKinley.

Preferred citation:  [Item], Amy Wilentz Haiti material, Sc MG 664, Schomburg Center for Research in
Black Culture, Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division, The New York Public Library

Language of the Material:  English Some material in Creole and French.
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Processing note:  Accessioned by Andre Elizee, August 1999.

Separated Materials:  
Transferred to the Jean Blackwell Hutson Research and Reference Division: books.

Transferred to the Moving Image and Recorded Sound Division: audio and moving image materials. For
more information, please contact the division at schomburgaudiovisual@nypl.org or 212-491-2270.

Creator History

Amy Wilentz is the author of Farewell Fred Voodoo: A Letter from Haiti (2013), The Rainy Season: Haiti
since Duvalier (1990), Martyrs' Crossing (2000), and I Feel Earthquakes More Often Than They
Happen: Coming to California in the Age of Schwarzenegger (2006). She is the winner of the Whiting
Writers Award, the PEN Martha Albrand Non-Fiction Award, and the American Academy of Arts and
Letters Rosenthal Award. In 1990, she was shortlisted for the National Book Critics Circle Award for
nonfiction for The Rainy Season. She won the 2013 National Book Critics Circle Award for memoir for
Farewell, Fred Voodoo, and was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship in general nonfiction in 2020.
Wilentz is a MacDowell fellow, the former Jerusalem correspondent for The New Yorker, and a long-
time contributing editor at The Nation. She is also a contributing editor at The Markaz Review, an online
publication about Middle Eastern culture, politics, diaspora, and art. She has written for The New York
Times, The Washington Post, The Los Angeles Times, Politico, The London Review of Books, the Los
Angeles Review of Books, and many other publications. She teaches in the Literary Journalism
program at the University of California at Irvine.

Scope and Content Note

This collection consists of research material on Haitian politics, the treatment of Haitian migrant workers
in the Dominican Republic, and U.S. foreign policy towards Haiti; this material was compiled for the
writing of The Rainy Season: Haiti since Duvalierr, published in 1990. Also included are printed matter
of Haitian grassroots organizations written in Creole, and several addresses by U.S. Ambassador
Brunson McKinley.

Key Terms

Subjects
Foreign workers, Haitian -- Dominican Republic
Haiti -- History
Sugar workers

Geographic Names
Haiti -- Foreign relations -- United States
Haiti -- Politics and government

Names
Wilentz, Amy
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Container List

b. 1 f. 1 "Economic Crimes of the Duvaliers", a list compiled by the Haitian Ministry of
Justice 1987

b. 1 f. 2 Speech by Georges Salomon, the last foreign minister of the Duvalier regime
b. 1 f. 3 National Council of Government (CNG) 1987

b. 1 f. 4 Haitian Religious Conference, "One Year After: Feb. 7, 1986-Feb. 7, 1987"
1987
In Creole.

b. 1 f. 5 Political leaflets
b. 1 f. 6 U.S. Embassy press packet 1986-1994

b. 1 f. 7 Press censorship 1986

b. 1 f. 8 Environmental and development issues
b. 1 f. 9 Dominican State Sugar Commission 1989

Includes documents related to their treatment of Haitian workers.

Dominican Republic
b. 1 f. 10 "Chronology of a New Massacre" 1987

In French.

b. 1 f. 11 Presidential elections 1990

Articles
b. 1 f. 12 About Haiti 1986-1995

b. 1 f. 13 By Mark Danner for The New Yorker 1989

b. 1 f. 14 National Geographic 1920

b. 1 f. 15 Alfa Mission newsletter 1987
In Creole.

b. 1 f. 16 Printed matter on tourism
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