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Summary

Creator:  Strachen, John R.

Title:  John R. Strachen papers

Date:  1966-1976

Size:  0.42 linear feet (1 box)

Source:  Gift of John R. Strachen, January 1983.

Revision History:  Finding aid updated by Lauren Stark.

Abstract:  John R. Strachen was born in Harlem. He attended De Witt Clinton High School and
received a degree from New York University. He spent four years in the armed forces, followed by two
years in the New York City public school system. He became a postal clerk in 1941; he was promoted
to a supervisory position in 1959, where he helped implement the zip code system in New York City.
After a stint as the Acting Postmaster of New York in 1966 and confirmation by the U.S. Senate, he
became the Postmaster of New York in 1967. The John R. Strachen papers consist of materials related
to his role as Postmaster of New York. Included are letters and telegrams of congratulations upon his
appointment as Acting Postmaster of New York City, 1966, and his nomination and appointment to
Postmaster in 1967. Also included are certificates news clippings, invitations, news releases, and
programs.

Preferred citation:  [Item], John R. Strachen papers, Sc MG 214, Schomburg Center for Research in
Black Culture, Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books Division, The New York Public Library

Language of the Material:  English

Processing note:  Accessioned by Diana Lachatanere, April 1994.

Separated Materials:  
Transferred to the Photographs and Prints Division: photographs.

Creator History
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John R. Strachen was born in Harlem. He attended De Witt Clinton High School and received a degree
from New York University. He spent four years in the armed forces, followed by two years in the New
York City public school system. He became a postal clerk in 1941; he was promoted to a supervisory
position in 1959, where he helped implement the zip code system in New York City. After a stint as the
Acting Postmaster of New York in 1966 and confirmation by the U.S. Senate, he became the
Postmaster of New York in 1967.

Scope and Content Note

The John R. Strachen papers consist of materials related to his role as Postmaster of New York.
Included are letters and telegrams of congratulations upon his appointment as Acting Postmaster of
New York City, 1966, and his nomination and appointment to Postmaster in 1967. Also included are
certificates news clippings, invitations, news releases, and programs.

Arrangement:  Arranged chronologically.

Key Terms

Subjects
African American postmasters
Postal service -- New York (State) -- New York

Occupations
Civil servants.

Names
Strachen, John R.
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Container List

Correspondence
b. 1 f. 1 1966-1967
b. 1 f. 2 1967-1976
b. 1 f. 3 Invitations, programs, and press releases 1967-1968

Clippings
b. 1 f. 4 1966-1967
b. 1 f. 5 1968-1969
b. 1 f. 6 1970-1971
b. 1 f. 7 Certificates 1974-1976

Includes a certificate of appreciation from the City of New York, 1974, and a certificate for the
Hall of Fame of the Jewish Postal Employees Welfare League, 1976.
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