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Abstract: The Key Women of America was founded by Bertha Nelms Harris in 1954, initially to assist
in securing foster and adoptive homes for homeless children in New York City. Later it became involved
in many other community projects through its national and international branches. This collection
consists of historical information, minutes of meetings, correspondence, administrative records,
programs, project records, and printed material.
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Creator History

This organization was founded by Bertha Nelms Harris in 1954, initially to assist in securing foster and
adoptive homes for homeless children in New York City. Later the organization became involved in
many other community projects such as prevention of drug addiction; hospital volunteer services; job
development; prison visits; big sister prison release program; children uplift (program for pre-school
children); awarding of scholarships, etc. Beginning in New York, this organization grew nationally and
then internationally to some forty-six branches in the U.S., Aruba, Liberia, Nigeria and Bermuda.




Scope and Content Note

This collection covers the year 1956-1983, and consists of historical information, minutes of meetings,
correspondence, administrative records, programs, project records, and printed material.

Key Terms

Subjects

African American children -- New York (State) -- New York
Social work with children -- New York (State) -- New York
Women -- New York (State) -- New York -- Societies and clubs

Geographic Names
New York (N.Y.) -- Social conditions

Names
Harris, Bertha Nelms
Key Women of America, Inc
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History
Constitution and By-Laws 1962-1973
Membership Application
Correspondence
"Important Letters and Copies of" 1966-1975
Bertha N. Harris Correspondence 1941-1977
Correspondence 1956-1971
Correspondence 1977-1983
Bertha Harris "Letters of Official Nature" 1964-1973
National Key Women Correspondence 1960-1970
Minutes
1958-1963
1963-1977
Agenda (Correspondence, Programs, Financial Statements) 1958-1973
Agenda 1973-1980
Branches (Correspondence, Printed Material) 1967-1975
Queens Branch Documents of Incorporation 1957-1958
Africa 1965-1970
Bermuda 1970-1975
Includes Founder's Day for Bertha Harris (1972) and Bermuda Chapter Correspondence and
clippings.
Founder's Day 1968-1978
Committee to Rebuild Harlem - Meeting Folder 1977-1978
Announcements - Miscellaneous
Key News 1965-1982
Brochures
Brochures - Activities
Clippings 1975-1977
Conference Program 1981 September 18
Programs - National 1962-1973
Programs

Projects

Includes the Operations - Crossroads, Africa, lowa; M.L. King Memorial; Blood Donor Program;
and Rebuild Harlem projects.

Broadside - International President, Key Woman



