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Abstract: The Kenneth Marshall Papers document his career as an administrator for several federally
funded urban youth group programs and related endeavors. The bulk of the collection contains New
York City Youth Board process records (accounts of interaction with and observations of street gangs)
for 1951-1953. Also included are the process records of a co-worker, Daniel Belknap, and a monograph
published by the N.Y.C. Youth Board entitled "Reaching the Fighting Gang" (1960). There are files from
his work with HARYOU, the proposal and other reports for the Mobilization for Youth program, papers
on juvenile deliquency, education and social work issues, two drafts of his dissertation pertaining to
street gangs, in addition to publications from Metropolitan Applied Research Center, and files and
publications from his work with AT&T. Of particular interest are Marshall's files for the National Black
Economic Development Conference (1969) and the related Black Manifesto. Marshall drafted a
proposal for the initiation of the Black Manifesto's program.

Preferred citation: Kenneth Marshall Papers, Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, The
New York Public Library

Creator History

Kenneth Marshall was program director of HARYOU, a federally funded antipoverty agency in Central
Harlem and served as executive director of Paterson, New Jersey's Task Force antipoverty program.
Born in Brooklyn, New York, Marshall received his Bachelor of Arts degree from City College in 1949
after serving with the Air Force in World War Il. He was awarded a Master's degree in psychology from
City College and one in social work from Columbia University. He received a doctorate in 1969 from
New York University.

Marshall began his career as a street worker for the New York City Youth Board in the 1950's, and dealt




with a number of fighting youth gangs, using this experience as the basis for his doctoral dissertation.
At the Columbia University School of Social Work, Dr. Marshall was a research assistant and from
1961-1964 an assistant professor. In collaboration with others, he helped develop the plan for
Mobilization for Youth.

In 1962 Marshall became program director of HARYOU where his contribution on the programmatic
aspects of community involvement became a primary influence on the plan. From 1955-1966 he was
executive director of the Task Force of Paterson, New Jersey's antipoverty program in which he
implemented the plan for neighborhood boards that he had developed for Haryou. In 1967 Marshall
became vice president for community affairs of the Metropolitan Applied Research Center, where he
later was a Presidential Fellow. In 1970 he began a position as project chairman for the department of
environmental research and development of the American Telegraph and Telephone Company.

Scope and Content Note

The Kenneth Marshall Papers document his career as an administrator for several federally funded
urban youth group programs and related endeavors. The bulk of the collection contains New York City
Youth Board process records (accounts of interaction with and observations of street gangs) for 1951-
1953. Also included are the process records of a co-worker, Daniel Belknap, and a monograph
published by the N.Y.C. Youth Board entitled "Reaching the Fighting Gang" (1960). There are files from
his work with HARYOU, the proposal and other reports for the Mobilization for Youth program, papers
on juvenile deliquency, education and social work issues, two drafts of his dissertation pertaining to
street gangs, in addition to publications from Metropolitan Applied Research Center, and files and
publications from his work with AT&T. Of particular interest are Marshall's files for the National Black
Economic Development Conference (1969) and the related Black Manifesto. Marshall drafted a
proposal for the initiation of the Black Manifesto's program.
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