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Abstract:  The first group of Jack and Jill of America was established to create a medium of contact for
the children of its members and to provide a constructive, educational, recreational, and cultural
program for the children and their parents.The Jack and Jill of America, Inc., Metropolitan Chapter
records includes correspondence and printed matter for the Manhattan branch.
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Some materials, related to members and finances, have been removed due to sensitive information.
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The first group of Jack and Jill of America was established in January 1938, in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, for the purpose of creating a medium of contact for the children of its members and to
provide a constructive, educational, recreational, and cultural program for the children and their parents.
Membership in the organization consists of parents with children between the ages of 2 and 20 years.
The foremost aims of the organization are to aid in the development of a fully integrated child along
educational, emotional, physical, recreational, and social lines; to aid mothers in learning more about
their children; to provide better opportunities for all children; and to support national legislation aimed at
bettering the condition of children. Community service is a major emphasis of the organization. There
are 187 chapters and more than 35,000 members in 36 states. The Metropolitan Chapter pertains to
the organization located in Manhattan.

The Jack and Jill of America Foundation was established in 1968. The Foundation addresses issues
affecting African American children and families, by investing in programs and services that create a
strong foundation for children to thrive long-term.

Scope and Content Note

The Jack and Jill of America, Inc., Metropolitan Chapter records include correspondence and printed
matter. The correspondence (1959-1989) is from presidents Barbara Jackson and Juanita Peterson to
members. There also is correspondence and other material from other chapters and the Eastern
Region. In addition, the collection includes Executive Committee minutes, membership lists, presidents'
and financial reports, bank records, and files for the Jack and Jill of America Foundation. The collection
principally contains printed material and information about events occurring in the various regions
across the country and about individual members; these materials include several national directories,
miscellaneous programs, newsclippings, a handbook (1948), a manual (1952), newsletters, conference
reports and photographs.
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Container List

b. 1 f. 1 Constitution and by-laws 1942-1971

Minutes 1956-1988

b. 1 f. 2 1956-1959
b. 1 f. 3 Executive Committee minutes and agendas 1987-1988

Correspondence 1942-1989

b. 1 f. 4 1942
b. 1 f. 5 1959
b. 1 f. 6 1960-1962
b. 1 f. 7 1962-1963
b. 1 f. 8 1966-1967
b. 1 f. 9
b. 2 f. 1

1970-1972

b. 2 f. 2 1974-1978
b. 2 f. 3 Metropolitan Chapter 1978-1988

b. 2 f. 4 1979
b. 2 f. 5 1983-1989
b. 2 f. 6 Correspondence with National Office 1987-1988

b. 2 f. 7 Obituary of Margaret S. Green, founder of N.Y.C. Chapter 1981

b. 2 f. 8 News clippings
b. 2 f. 9 Correspondence with other chapters 1987-1988

b. 2 f. 10 Eastern Region 1974-1988

b. 3 f. 1 Correspondence with other chapters 1988-1989

Administrative 1948-1989

b. 3 f. 2 Fiftieth anniversary 1988

b. 3 f. 3 Foundation files 1987-1988

b. 3 f. 4 Handbook and manual 1948-1952

b. 3 f. 5 Membership lists 1979-1985
Some material removed due to personal information.

b. 3 f. 6 Miscellaneous
b. 3 f. 7 Newsletters 1966-1988

b. 3 f. 8 President Juanita Peterson's reports 1987-1988

Programs 1984-1988

b. 4 f. 1 General
b. 4 f. 2 Program bulletin 1987-1988

b. 4 f. 3 Other chapters 1984

Conventions and conferences 1969-1989

b. 4 f. 4 1969-1975
b. 4 f. 5 1977-1989
b. 4 f. 6 Tickets for benefit to honor David Dinkins 1989

b. 4 f. 7 Invitations to children's parties 1940-1945
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b. 4 f. 8 "My Roots Be Coming Back", a selection of art and written material from
children in hospitals 1973

b. 4 f. 9 Harlem Dowling, Westside Center for Children & Family Service 1989

b. 4 f. 10 Reproductions of photographs

Financial 1971-1988
Ledger of cancelled checks and other cancelled checks removed due to sensitive information.

b. 4 f. 11 Reports 1974-1988

b. 4 f. 12 Tax forms and correspondence 1971-1975

b. 4 f. 13 1981
b. 4 f. 14-15 Bills 1979-1981

b. 4 f. 16-17 1978-1981
b. 4 f. 18 1984-1985
b. 4 f. 19 Bank statements and receipt book 1973-1979

Printed matter 1957-1991

b. 5 Directories 1957-1991

Conference progams
b. 5 Eastern Regional Teen Conference 1977-1978

b. 5 Transcript of proceedings for Eastern Regional Teen Conference 1987

b. 5 National Convention 1984

b. 5 Far Eastern Region Golden Anniversary Convention 1988

b. 5 Souvenir journal 1989

b. 5 Campaign material
b. 5 History
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