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Abstract:  Robin W. Winks, a professor of history at Yale University during the major part of his
research for Blacks in Canada: A History (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1971), received his
doctorate from Johns Hopkins University in 1957. His career was mostly spent at Yale University,
beginning as an instructor in 1957, through his appointment in 1977 as Master of Berkeley College at
Yale. Additionally, Winks was a visiting professor at the University of Malaya (1962-1963)and the
University of Sidney (1963), and he was a State Department lecturer in the Middle East (1966) and
West Africa (1972). He conducted research in a number of areas besides race relations, including
Canadian-American diplomatic and cultural relations and the role of Australia, New Zealand, and Britain
in the Pacific. Among his publications are Failed Federations: Decolonization and The British Empire
(1970), Myth of the American Frontier (1971), and The Relevance of Canadian History (1978). He died
in 2003. This collection includes correspondence, manuscripts, and research materials related to
Winks's authorship of Blacks in Canada: A History (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1971)
and other articles concerning the history of Blacks in Canada. Research material consists of notes
taken by Winks in the field and in archives; printed matter, consisting of articles, pamphlets, magazines,
and newspaper clippings; and correspondence with reviewers.
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Blacks in Canada: Robin W. Winks collection, Sc Micro R-5857, General Research and Reference
Division, Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture

Creator History

Robin W. Winks, a professor of history at Yale University during the major part of his research for
Blacks in Canada: A History (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1971), received his doctorate from
Johns Hopkins University in 1957. His career was mostly spent at Yale University, beginning as an
instructor in 1957, through his appointment in 1977 as Master of Berkeley College at Yale. Additionally,
Winks was a visiting professor at the University of Malaya (1962-1963)and the University of Sidney
(1963), and he was a State Department lecturer in the Middle East (1966) and West Africa (1972). He
conducted research in a number of areas besides race relations, including Canadian-American
diplomatic and cultural relations and the role of Australia, New Zealand, and Britain in the Pacific.
Among his publications are Failed Federations: Decolonization and The British Empire (1970), Myth of
the American Frontier (1971), and The Relevance of Canadian History (1978). He died in 2003.

Scope and Content Note

This collection includes correspondence, manuscripts, and research materials related to Winks's
authorship of Blacks in Canada: A History (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1971) and other
articles concerning the history of Blacks in Canada. Research material consists of notes taken by
Winks in the field and in archives; printed matter, consisting of articles, pamphlets, magazines, and
newspaper clippings; and correspondence with reviewers.
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Container List

b. 1 Correspondence 1964-1993

Articles
b. 1 1866-1974
b. 1 1971-1992
b. 1 1972-1985
b. 1 Research notes
b. 1 Research material
b. 1 Clippings on Blacks in Canada

Writing by others
b. 2 f. 1 Black Images Quarterly photocopies 1977

b. 2 f. 2 "African Canadians" by unknown author 1993 August

b. 2 f. 3 "Businessmen, Government Policy, and American Immigration: A
Nationalistic Failure, 1894-1919"

b. 2 f. 4 Walker, James. "The Establishment of a Free Black Community in Nova
Scotia, 1783-1840"

b. 2 f. 5 Stouffer, Allen P. "The 'Light of Nature and the Law of God': Michael Willis
and the British Roots of Canadian Anti-Slavery"

b. 2 f. 6 Thomson, Colin Argyle. "N. P. Oliver: Black Educator"
b. 2 f. 7 "A Search for a Place: Non-Latin Blacks in Spanish America"
b. 2 f. 8 Mathieu, Saje. "Under the Lion's Paw: Black Migration to the Canadian

Prairies, 1890-1920"
b. 2 f. 9 Walton, Jonathan. "Visions of a Better Life: Blacks in Chatham, Ontario,

1850-1880"
b. 2 f. 10 Various articles by unknown authors
b. 2 f. 11 Address book
b. 2 f. 12 Assessment request (grant application) to Canada Council 1970

b. 2 f. 13 Possible bibliographic resources
b. 3 Index cards
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