The New York Public Library
Rare Book Division
George Arents Collection on Tobacco

The Universal Coterie of Pipe Smokers
Papers
1961-2005

TUCO.PS.

®

D ~
LY o
- i’v‘;—

TES I

Olivia Morales
May 2007



Table of Contents

T 01 0= I
Related MaterialsS NOTe....iieiiiiirie i rr s s s s s 1\
Biographical NOte....cuviii i v e s s s e sa s e e ene v
Scope and ConteNt NOT . u.iiiiiiiiririreeiari e ra i s erasaa s ranrasnnnnns Vi
Arrangement NOTE....u i s Vi
Series Description and container list..........c.ccoeviiiiiiiiiiiiiicie 1



Summary

Main Entry: Dunn, Tom

Title: The Universal Coterie of Pipe Smokers Papers,
1961-2005

Size: Linear Feet: 46 (41 Cartons)

Source: Gift of Tom Dunn, 2006

Abstract: The Universal Coterie of Pipe Smokers was an informal,
international group of pipe smokers and enthusiasts founded by Tom
Dunn in 1964. Dunn was an avid book and pipe collector and pipe
smoker, and through his irregular quarterly journal, The Pipe
Smoker’s Ephemeris, brought together fellow pipe smokers and
enthusiasts from around the world. The collection consists of
correspondence, photographs, drawings, financial documents, and
ephemera documenting the Coterie’s history.

Access: Apply in the Special Collections Office for admission to the
Rare Book Division, George Arents Collection on Tobacco.

Copyright Information:
Preferred Citation: The Universal Coterie of Pipe Smokers Papers,
Rare Book Division, George Arents Collection on Tobacco, New York

Public Library.

Special Formats: Photographs, drawings, postcards, floppy disks,
tobacco labels, business cards, exhibition catalogs, CD-ROMs.
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Biographical Note

In 1964 Tom Dunn founded The Universal Coterie of Pipe Smokers and its
publication, The Pipe Smoker’s Ephemeris. Dunn published The Pipe Smoker’s
Ephemeris from his home in Queens, New York until his death in 2005. He
worked at the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company until 1991, when he retired
in order to care for his aging parents. Active in both pipe smoking and hiking
circles, Dunn remained notoriously elusive, private, and humble about his
achievements. Dunn’s reclusiveness only fueled his status as a cult hero in the
pipe smoking community, as members exchanged embellished and often
invented stories of rare “sightings.”

Membership in The Universal Coterie of Pipe Smokers was folksy and informal.
A pipe enthusiast would simply write to Dunn and ask to be put on the mailing
list. There was no subscription fee to become a member, nor were there any
meetings. Dunn assumed responsibility for all printing and mailing costs, aided
by voluntary contributions from members. All ‘meetings’ between members and
Dunn were held through TPSE and correspondence among members. Along with
membership came an optional membership pin and a lifetime membership card,
designed by Al Mendez.

Correspondence between the editor and members was documented for 40 years
and reflects extensive knowledge about pipes and pipe tobacco, tips for cleaning
pipes, recipes for tobacco mixtures, where to buy pipes and tobaccos, and
information on pipe auctions and with whom to sell and trade. Dunn envisioned
The Universal Coterie of Pipe Smokers as a pipe smokers’ club that would exist
and communicate through the irregular quarterly journal, The Pipe Smoker’s
Ephemeris (TPSE).



Scope and Content Note

The Universal Coterie of Pipe Smokers papers consist of correspondence
between the editor and founder, Tom Dunn, and the members of the Coterie.
The collection contains letters, internal organizational documents, receipts,
photographs, realia, tobacco and pipe ephemera, business cards, brochures,
short stories and poetry submissions, drawings, requests to advertise, floppy
disks, CD-ROMSs, and catalogs.

Correspondence varies from single letters of inquiry to Tom Dunn to major
contributions in the areas of research, thoughts about pipe smoking, personal
stories, and artwork. Galleys for TPSE with edits from the authors of special
articles were kept alongside correspondence to reflect members’ participation in
TPSE. Coterian membership cards, designed by Al Mendez, were provided to
each member along with a membership number.

Dunn often noted members’ donations on the envelopes or letters that he
received from “Coterians” as a way of keeping financial records. Although no
formal fees were instituted, members would often donate “a pittance,” as Dunn
called it, to help defray the costs of printing and mailing notices and TPSE.

Tom Dunn replied promptly and personally to each person who contacted him,
both accepting new members and supplying information and contacts to
researchers and writers. Dunn kept regular correspondence with several
members, namely: Bob Barnett, Mark Beale, John Bognar, Steven Da Gama,
L.C. Dobbins (author and creator of the Hoosier Hot Line), Rich Esserman, John
Haloftis, Bob Levi, Dan Locklair, John McGahen, Al Mendez, Ben Rapaport,
Eugene B. Umberger, Henry Zecher, Louis Zisholz, and Arizona Zipper.

Other noted contents include descriptive price lists from R.J. Reynolds Tobacco
Company, 1931 and 1933, and other tobacco companies, excerpts from local
and regional journals and newspapers, an exhibition catalog on “The Twelve
Months of Tobacco”, by Kentucky Painter Toss Chandler, and cigar bands and
lithographs from early 20" century Mexico.
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Arrangement Note

Tom Dunn kept intact records preferring alphabetical order and reverse
chronological order. To preserve original order, reverse chronological order was
kept. To preserve Dunn’s original filing system, noted members or members with
whom he corresponded frequently were given their own folders. Correspondence
with other members was divided into sections in alphabetical order. As in Dunn’s
system, these folders were labeled according to the first name in the folder but
continue alphabetically until the next section begins. Correspondence spans
between the years 1961-2005.
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