
The New York Public Library
New York Public Library Archives

Guide to the

Fordham Library Center records
1923-1991

Summary

Creator:  New York Public Library. Fordham Library Center.

Title:  Fordham Library Center records

Date:  1923-1991

Size:  4 linear feet (8 boxes)

Source:  Transferred from Fordham Library Center.

Abstract:  The Fordham Library Center of The New York Public Library opened in 1923. Because of
the need for expanded reference services for the borough, the Bronx Reference Center was added to
the branch in 1931. By the 1950s the library had become overcrowded due to population growth in the
area and the success of the Bronx Reference Center. The original building was renovated, and the new
and expanded Fordham reopened in 1956. Today, the Fordham Library Center is the largest public
library in the Bronx, with extensive collections of print and non-print materials for adults, young adults,
and children. Reports, administrative records and publicity material documenting the operations of the
Fordham Library Center of The New York Public Library.

Conditions Governing Access:  

Boxes 4, 5, 6 closed to research.

Preferred citation:  Fordham Library Center Records, Manuscripts and Archives Division, The New
York Public Library.

Language of the Material:  English

Processing note:  Compiled Jim Moske; machine readable finding aid created by FAKER.

Creator History

The Fordham Library Center of The New York Public Library opened in 1923. Because of the need for
expanded reference services for the borough, the Bronx Reference Center was added to the branch in
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1931. By the 1950s the library had become overcrowded due to population growth in the area and the
success of the Bronx Reference Center. The original building was renovated, and the new and
expanded Fordham reopened in 1956. Today, the Fordham Library Center is the largest public library in
the Bronx, with extensive collections of print and non-print materials for adults, young adults, and
children.

Scope and Content Note

Reports, administrative records and publicity material documenting the operations of the Fordham
Library Center of The New York Public Library.

Key Terms

Names
New York Public Library. Fordham Library Center.
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Container List

Fordham Library Center Records 1923-1991

b. 1 f. 1 Adult Services - Annual Reports 1964-1973

b. 1 f. 2 Adult Services - Programs 1976-1985

b. 1 f. 3 Booklist - Books for the Businessman n.d.

b. 1 f. 4-6 Branch Annual Reports 1924-1987

b. 1 f. 7 Branch brochures 1972-1975

b. 1 f. 8 Bronx Reference Center - Annual Reports 1932-1970

b. 1 f. 9 Bronx Reference Center - Budget 1930

b. 2 f. 1 Bronx Reference Center - Cohn, Emma. Field Study for Columbia University
School of Library Science 1954

b. 2 f. 2 Bronx Reference Center -Move 1956

b. 2 f. 3 Bronx Reference Center - News clippings v.d.

b. 2 f. 4 Bronx Reference Center -Fessler, Aaron. Survey for Columbia University
School of Library Science 1950

b. 2 f. 5 Bronx Reference Center - Weiner, Leon. Survey 1940

b. 2 f. 6 Building - Opening 1923

b. 2 f. 7 Building - Re-Opening 1956

b. 2 f. 8 Building - Toilets n.d.

b. 2 f. 9 Children's Room - Annual Reports 1962-1977

b. 2 f. 10 Children's Room - Belpre, Pura 1979

b. 2 f. 11 Children's Room - Memos 1987

b. 2 f. 12 Children's Room - Reading Skills Center 1982-1987

b. 4-6 f. 1-10 Children's Room - Registration Books 1943-1979, n.d.
Closed to research

b. 2 f. 13 Children's Room - Toddler Programs n.d.

b. 2 f. 14 Clippings n.d.

b. 2 f. 15 Correspondence from staff 1924-1927, n.d.

b. 2 f. 16 Fordham Supporters 1981-1983

b. 3 f. 17 Form Letter Book ca. 1940

b. 3 f. 18-19 Program Fliers 1966-1982

b. 7
v. 1

Scrapbook n.d.

b. 8 f. 1 Services to the Disabled - Brochure n.d.

b. 8 f. 2 Services to the Disabled - Memos 1986-1990

b. 8 f. 3 Services to the Disabled - Outline of Services and Equipment n.d.

b. 8 f. 4 Services to the Disabled - Programs 1990-1991

b. 8 f. 5 Services to the Disabled - Programs and Services 1987-1991

b. 8 f. 6 Services to the Disabled - Staffing Committee Questionnaire n.d.

b. 3 f. 20 75th Anniversary n.d.

b. 3 f. 21 Work Schedule 1956, 1971

b. 3 f. 22 Young Adult Services Reports 1947-1979
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