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Summary

Creator: Gottlieb, William P.

Title: William P. Gottlieb Photographs
Date: 1938-1948

Size: 1.67 linear feet (8 boxes)

Abstract: William P. Gottlieb was a writer and photographer known for documenting jazz musicians,
particularly for Down Beat magazine. The collection consists of black and white photographs taken by
Gottlieb of jazz, classical, and pop musicians between 1938 and 1948.

Preferred citation: William P. Gottlieb Photographs, JPB 19-04. Music Division, The New York Public
Library for the Performing Arts

Language of the Material: English

Creator History

William P. Gottlieb was born in Brooklyn, New York in 1917 and died in 2006 in Great Neck, New York.
He was a photographer and journalist who became known particularly for his portraits and reviews of
jazz musicians. Beginning in the late 1930s, he covered jazz for The Washington Post. Between 1943
and 1945, he served in the Army Air Corp as a photo officer. After the war, he took up residence in New
York, where he worked for Down Beat magazine as a staff writer and photographer. In 1948, he retired
from photography. He subsequently started a filmstrip company and also wrote several children's
books. In 1994, several of his jazz photographs were featured as United States postage stamps.

Scope and Content Note

The collection consists of approximately 500 black and white photographs taken by William Gottlieb of
jazz, classical, and pop musicians between the years 1938 and 1948. The majority of the photographs
were taken during performances and rehearsals inside New York City night clubs, including the
Aquarium, the Spotlite Club, the Pied Piper, the Onyx Club, Eddie Condon's, and the Famous Door.




Several photographs were taken at the National Press Club and the Turkish Embassy in Washington,
D.C., at the Decca Records Studio, and at the offices of Down Beat magazine.

Arrangement: Collection is arranged alphabetically by subject.

Key Terms

Subjects

African American jazz musicians -- New York (State) -- New York
Jazz musicians -- Portraits

Jazz musicians -- United States

Women jazz musicians

Names

Gillespie, Dizzy, 1917-1993
Gottlieb, William P.

Holiday, Billie, 1915-1959
Kenton, Stan

Sinatra, Frank, 1915-1998
Williams, Mary Lou, 1910-1981
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Adler, Larry and Paul Draper, New York City Center 1947
Allen, Henry "Red" at the Onyx Club 1946

Anthony, Ray 1947

Armstrong, Louis 1938-1948

Astor, Bob 1938-1948

Auld, George August 1947

Avakian, George 1938-1948

Barefield, Eddie with Albert Casey at Cafe Society 1946-1948
Barnet, Charlie 1946

Basie, Count at the Aquarium (New York, N.Y.) 1946-1948
Beale Street Boys 1938-1948

Bechet, Sidney 1938-1948

Beneke, Tex 1947

Benjamin, Bernie and George Weiss 1947

Bernstein, Leonard 1938-1948

Best, Denzil at the Pied Piper (New York, N.Y.) 1947

Bigard, Barney at the Turkish Embassy (Washington, D.C.) 1938
Bothwell, Johnny 1946

Brown, Pete bulk 1938-1948

Brown Vernon at Museum of Modern Art program, ABC studio 1947
Butterfield, Billy at Columbia studio 1947

Calloway, Cab at Columbia studio and the Strand Theater 1947
Candoli, Conte 1947-1948

Carney, Harry 1938-1939, 1946

Includes photos at the Turkish Embassy (Washington, D.C.) and at the Aquarium (New York,
N.Y))

Carter, Benny at the Apollo Theatre 1946
Carver, Lynn with the Deryck Sampson Trio at the Famous Door 1947

Casey, Albert 1946-1947

Includes photos with Denzil Best and John Levy at the Pied Piper (New York, N.Y.) and with
Eddie Barefield at Cafe Society (New York, N.Y.)

Catlett, Sidney 1947
Chester, Bob 1947
Chittison, Herman 1946
Cugat, Xavier 1946-1948

Dameron, Tad 1946-1948
Includes Charlie Rouse, Tadd Dameron, Fats Navarro and Ernie Henry

D'Amico, Hank at the Museum of Modern Music program, ABC studio 1947
Damone, Vic 1946-1948

Dardenelle at the Sheraton Hotel (New York, N.Y.) 1946

Davison, William "Wild Bill" at Eddie Condon's 1946
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Day, Doris with Kitty Kallen in Central Park 1947

DeArrango, Bill "Buddy" with Terry Gibbs and Harry Biss at Three Deuces
(New York, N.Y.) 1947

Delaunay, Charles 1946

DeParis, Wilbur with Sammy Price, Sidney DeParis, Eddie Barefield, Charlie
Traeger at Jimmy Ryan's 1947

Desmond, Johnny with Margaret Whiting 1946

Dodds, Baby with Marty Marsala, Riverboat on the Hudson 1947
Donahue, Sam at the Aquarium 1946

Dorsey, Tommy 1938-1948

Dyer-Bennet, Richard at the Village Vanguard 1947

Eager, Allen 1947
Includes photos at the Arcadia Ballroom and at Club 18

Edwards, CIliff with Betty Brewer and Frank Raye at Hudson River 1947
Eldridge, Roy at the Spotlite Club 1946
Ellington, Duke 1946-1947

Ertegun, Ahment 1938-1948

Feld, Morey 1947

Fields, Herbert 1938-1948

Finckel, Eddie 1946-1948

Fitzgerald, Ella 1946-1947

Fleagle, Brick 1946-1948

Foster, George "Pops" at Ole South 1947
Freeman, Bud at Jimmy Ryan's Club 1947
Fuller, Walter 1946-1948

Gary, Vivien with Teddy Kaye and Arvin Charles Garrison at Dixon's 1947
George, Betty at Copacabana 1947

Gibson, Harry at Diamond Studio 1947
Gillespie, Dizzy 1946-1948

Glenn, Tyree 1947

Goldkette, Jean at William Gottlieb's office 1947
Gomez, Vincente at Cafe Society 1946
Goodman, Benny 1946-1948

Gottlieb, William 1938-1948, undated

Graettinger, Bob 1946-1948

Granz, Norman 1947

Gray, Jerry 1946-1948

Greer, Sonny at the Aquarium 1946

Guion, King 1938-1948

Guy, Fred at the Aquarium 1946

Hackett, Bobby at the Paramount Theater 1946
Hardee, John at the Famous Door 1947
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Harris, Bill at William Gottlieb's home 1947
Hathaway, Ann 1946-1948

Hawkins, Coleman at the Spotlite Club 1946
Heard, J.C. at Cafe Society 1946

Helbock, Joe at Charlie's Tavern 1947
Herman, Woody 1946

Heywood, Eddie at Three Deuces 1946
Higginbotham, J.C 1938-1948

Hill, Bertha "Chippie" 1946-1948

Hines, Earl 1938-1948

Hodes, Art at Ole South 1946

Art Hodes River Boat Jazz Band at Times Square 1947
Hodges, Johnny at the Aquarium 1946
Holiday, Billie 1946-1948

Howard, Wayne 1946-1948

Hucko, Michael "Peanuts" 1947

Hudson, Dean 1946

Jackson, Chubby 1946-1948

Jackson, Cliff at Cafe Society 1947

Jackson, Milt with Ray Brown 1946-1948
Jacobs, Charlie at Charlie's Tavern 1946-1948
Jacquet, lllinois 1947

James, Harry at Coca Cola show rehearsal 1946-1948
Jerome, Jerry 1947

Johnson, Bunk with Maude Johnson at Stuyvesant Casino 1946
Johnson, James P 1946-1948

Johnson, Pete at Cafe Society 1946

Jones, Jonah at Columbia Studio 1947
Jones, Slick 1946-1948

Jordan, Louis at the Paramount Theater 1946
Jordan, Taft at the Aquarium 1946

Kaminsky, Max at Eddie Condon's 1946
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Kaplan, Sam Hall with Frenchy Canette, Chuck Wayne, and Deryck Sampson

at Three Deuces 1947

Keener, Lee 1938-1948

Kent, Alan with Austin Croom-Johnson 1946-1948
Kenton, Stan 1947-1948

Stan Kenton's Band 1947-1948

King, Gloria 1947

Kirby, John at the Brown Derby (Washington, DC) 1946
Klein, Grandma 1938-1948
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Kolodin, Irving 1946-1948

Kramer, Phil 1938-1948

Kress, Carl 1947

Krupa, Gene at 400 Restaurant 1946
Kyle, Billy 1946-1948

Laine, Frankie 1946-1948

Lesberg, Jack 1946-1948

Levin, Mike 1946-1948

Lim, Harry, with Yannich Bruynoche, and Joe Thomas at the Pied Piper 1946-
1948

Lonbardo, Guy at Starlight Roof, Waldorf-Astoria 1947

Long, Johnny 1947

Lunceford, Jimmie 1946-1948

Madriguera, Enric 1947

Malachi, John 1938-1948

Manne, Shelly 1947

Manone, Joseph "Wingy" at William Gottlieb's office 1946-1948
Marsala, Joe at the Turkish Embassy (Washington, DC) 1938-1939
Marshall, Kaiser 1947

Martin, David Stone 1947

Martin, Tony 1938-1948

McGhee, Howard 1947

Mclintyre, Hal 1938-1948

McKenzie, Red 1946

Ray McKinley's Band at the Hotel Commodore, Century Room 1947
Metropolitan Vocational High School 1947

Mosely, Snub in William Gottlieb's office 1946-1948

Mercer, Johnny 1946-1948

Mezzrow, Mezz in his office 1946

Mondello, Toots with Billy Butterfield, Bob Haggart, Bunny Shawker, Stan
Freeman, and Art Drelinger at Columbia Studio 1947

Monk, Thelonious at Minton's Playhouse 1947
Monroe, Vaughn 1938-1948

Mooney, Joe at Dixon's Steakhorse at Eddie Condon's and Decca Studio
1946-1948

Moore, Freddie at William Gottlieb's office party in Jamaica, Queens 1948
Morales, Humberto 1946-1948

Morales, Ismael at Glen Island Casino 1947

Morales, Noro at Glen Island Casino 1947

Noro Morales Band 1946-1948

Noro Morales Brothers 1946-1948

Morrow, Buddy 1946-1947
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Mole, Miff at Nick's Tavern 1946

Moore, Phil with John O. Levy 1946-1948

Most, Abe at Hickory House 1947

Nance, Ray at the Aquarium 1946

Navarro, Theodore "Fats" 1946-1948

Nichols, Albert at Jimmy Ryan's Club 1947
Nola's 1947

Norvo, Red 1947

Oliver, Sy 1946

Page, "Hot Lips" 1946-1947

Parenti, Tony at Jimmy Ryan's Club 1946
Parker, Charles with Red Rodney at Downbeat 1947
Parker, Chocolate 1938-1948

Paxton, George 1938-1948

Petrillo, James C. in his office 1947

Phillips, Flip at Three Deuces 1947

Prima, Louis 1947

Raeburn, Boyd 1946

Rasa, Sal 1938-1948

Ravens 1938-1948

Reinhart, Django at the Aquarium 1946

Rich, Buddy at the Arcadia Ballroom and the Strand 1946-1947
Richards, Johnny 1947

Riverboat on the Hudson 1947

Robbins, Fred with Sid Catlett, WOV office 1947
Rochester, Johnny 1938-1948

Rodney, Red at 400 Restaurant 1946

Ronan, Eddie at Down Beat office 1947
Rugolo, Pete 1946-1947

Rushing, Jimmy at the Aquarium 1946

Russell, Andy 1946-1947

Russell, Pee Wee at Eddie Condon's 1946-1948
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Russell, Pee Wee with Muggsy Spanier, Miff Mole and Joe Grauso at Nick's

Tavern 1946

Safranski, Ed 1946-1947

Schaap, Phil 1938-1948

Scott, Cecil at Ole South 1946

Sears, Al at the Aquarium 1946

Sedric, Eugene Hall at The Place 1946
Shavers, Charlie at the National Studio 1947
Shaw, Artie 1946-1948
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Shepherd, Norma 1938-1948

Sinatra, Frank 1938-1948

Singleton, Zutty at the National Press Club (Washington, D.C.) 1939
Smith, Stuff at Kelly's Stable 1946

Smith, Tab 1946-1948

Smith, Willie "The Lion" in his apartment 1947
Socolow, Frank 1947

Song Spinners 1938-1948

South, Eddie at Cafe Society Uptown 1946
Spanier, Muggsy 1946

Stewart, Buddy at Three Deuces 1946-1948
Stewart, Rex at the Aquarium 1946

Stewart, Slam at Three Deuces 1946

Strayhorn, Billy 1946-1948

Sullivan, Joe 1947

Sullivan, Maxine 1947

Syms, Sylvia 1946-1948

Tatum, Art 1946-1948

Taylor, Billy 1938-1948

Teagarden, Jack 1947

Thomas, Joe at the Pied Piper 1947

Thomas, Joe with Eddie Wilcox at the Loyal Charles Lodge No. 167 1947
Thornhill, Claude 1947

Tormé, Mel 1946-1948

Tough, Dave at Eddie Condon's Basement 1946
Travis, Nick bulk 1938-1948

Tristano, Lennie 1947

Tubb, Ernest at Carnegie Hall 1947

Vaughan, Sarah at Cafe Society Downtown 1946
Ventura, Charlie 1946-1947

Watkins, Ralph at Kelly's Stable 1938-1948
Webster, Ben 1946-1947

Weidler, Warren 1938-1948

Wells, Henry "Dicky" 1946-1947

Wettling, George 1946-1948

Whiting, Margaret 1946-1948

Williams, Cootie 1938-1948

Williams, Fess at William Gottlieb's office party in Jamaica, Queens 1948
Williams, Mary Lou 1938-1948

Williams, Sandy at Times Square 1947

Wilson, Garland 1938-1948
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Winding, Kai 1947

Wyatt, Bob 1947

Young, Eve 1938-1948

Young, Lester at the Spotlite Club 1946
Unidentified 1938-1948
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